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ARCHIVES OF THE VIRGINIA (ARVAS) 
FY2021 - FY2022 ANNUAL REPORT 

 
 
Executive Summary: 
Archives of the Virginias (ARVAS), formerly known as Virginia Heritage, is the nation’s third-
largest repository for archival metadata and is the primary access point for archival research of 
the Virginias. The organization’s goals are to promote our over 50 cultural heritage 
organizations, facilitate members adding to the ARVAS database, and promoting and providing 
to researchers access to these finding aids and collection guides. In 2021, we expanded our 
membership to include West Virginia archival organizations.  
 
ARVAS provides its services free of charge, and is staffed and supported by volunteers across 
both states from a variety of organizations. Over the past twenty years, the organization has 
exponentially grown in membership and technology, with a membership of over 52 
organizations. Finding aids are pulled from the archival management system ArchivesSpace, 
and descriptions in HTML and other formats are being integrated into the database. This means 
increased exposure of research sources, and broader access for researchers.  
 
As a leader in the archival consortia field, ARVAS governance members serve on the NAFAN 
(National Finding Aid Network) Aggregator Partners Working Group, and are represented on 
the Technical Advisory subgroup designing the interface and architecture. This is a developing 
resource, and ARVAS members are well-represented in this work. Development and 
information about integration of ARVAS content into the NAFAN structure will be happening - 
and shared - in 2023. 
 
We’ve accomplished a lot over the past eighteen months and continue our work supporting 
access to archival research sources from organizations large and small. Please see below for a 
more in-depth report of our work over the past year.  
 

 
 
Welcome to the 2021 annual report of the Archives of the Virginias https://arvasarchive.org 
(previously named Virginia Heritage). This organization promotes our members and provides 
online access to members’ finding aids and guides to collection.  This free, volunteer 
organization manages the database, provides technology support through tutorials and person-
to-person communication and assistance, and actively reaches out to current and potential 
members about our work and sessions of interest to the membership.  
 
In 2021, ARVAS expanded the membership to include archival organizations in West Virginia in 
our database, as well as our governance group. With this expansion, we had also outgrown the 
name Virginia Heritage. During the last three months of 2021 and the first three months of 
2022, the governance group researched potential names and opened a survey to members for 

https://arvasarchive.org/
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their feedback on the top names. Based on the voting results, we are changing our name and 
branding to Archival Resources of the Virginias (ARVAS).  The shift to the new name in all 
formats and forms is complete and the organization is fully rebranded. Members are sharing 
branded information cards at statewide and regional conferences and meetings 
 
 

2021 Facts about Virginia Heritage (VH)/Archival Resources of the Virginias (ARVAS) 
 
ARVAS is a free, volunteer-run, two-state resource for Virginia and West Virginia memory 
organizations’ content. Begun as an idea in 1997, ARVAS has grown ever more robust in 
membership and provides access to primary sources from across the area. A few numbers: 
 

● VH/ARVAS is the nation’s third-largest repository for archival metadata (behind 
California and the 5-state Mountain West Consortium) and provides the primary access 
point for archival research of the Virginias at no cost to members.  

● Began harvesting finding aids from ArchivesSpace for 13 members, eliminating the need 
for these members to post finding aids to ARVAS 

● Membership has increased to 52 cultural heritage organizations from the original 11 
institutions in 2001. 

● Over 45 individual repositories contributed content 
● Over 675 finding aids were added to our site in 2021 
● Analytics from the finding aids website: 

o 8,377 visits 
o 14,596 individual page views 
o 34 countries represented in visits to the site 
o Top five countries represented: United States, United Kingdom, Mexico, France, 

Germany 
● Analytics from organizational site: 

o 6,792 Visits 
o 15,990 pageviews 
o 58 countries represented in visits to the site. 
o Top five countries represented: United States, China, United Kingdom, Canada, 

France 
● Membership growth: 7 new members 

o Albemarle Charlottesville Historical Society 
o Augusta County Historical Society 
o Christiansburg Institute, Inc. 
o Hampden-Sydney College 
o Mary Riley Styles Public Library 
o Edward Cayce Foundation 
o West Virginia Archives and History 

● Online educational presentations: 5 sessions, 93 attendees, sessions recorded and made 
available to members 
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o “Excelerating” Finding Aids in Virginia Heritage and ArchivesSpace, Steven 
Bookman, ODU 

o DACS and DACS Finding Aid Form, Kira Dietz, VT 
o Open session - updates on Virginia Heritage and discussion for non-

ArchivesSpace users 
o Contributing to DPLA: Members Perspectives, Courtney Tkacz, VMFA and Lesley 

Parilla, Mount Vernon 
o Archives and Digital Scholarship, Kira Dietz, VT and Corinne Guimont, VT 

● UVA IT moved our content to a new server in response to security improvements 
 
 
2020-2021+ Recap 
Over the past two years, even amid a pandemic, the ARVAS Governance Group members have 
accomplished a great deal in service to the organization's goals.  The twin goals of expanding 
membership and content continued with the inclusion of West Virginia institutions, and those 
numbers are ever-increasing. With this addition and our previous work to incorporate museums 
with archival collections in our finding aids list, ARVAS is recognized as a valuable resource for 
students, scholars, and archivists across the state, nation, and worldwide. 
 
In Spring 2022, ARVAS collaborated with Digital Virginias (the DPLA service hub for Virginia and 
West Virginia) and sent out a joint survey through various listservs and email pushes to both 
states’ memory institutions to gauge their needs and interest in sharing their finding aids and 
digital content online. We continue to review the feedback with our Governance Group to 
assist our work as we assess current workflows and plan out for the next few years.  
 
Beginning in 2020, ARVAS governance members have actively participated in an IMLS-funded 
project to create a national finding aid network (NAFAN) and thereby build “the foundations for 
a national finding aid discovery infrastructure.”  NAFAN team membership is pulled from state 
and regional archival organizations like ARVAS, and three members serve on the overall NAFAN 
Aggregator Partners Working Group. We meet every few weeks to discuss and review project 
progress. The ARVAS Technology Team Chair, Kira Dietz (Assistant Director, Special Collections 
and University Archives, Virginia Tech), serves on the very active Technical Advisory Working 
Group. This group investigates and tests out current and anticipated technology, information, 
and workflow needs for a national network to ingest and display finding aids from the hundreds 
of archival organizations in the United States. 
 
The ARVAS Governance Group has worked well as a team during the past two years. Individuals 
have brought their talents and teamwork to bear in expanding our membership and keeping 
the organization’s outreach and work on track.  
 
Margaret Kidd (Access and Electronic Records Archivist, Virginia Commonwealth University), 
who serves as the Outreach Team Chair, along with Kira Dietz deserve special recognition for 
the tremendous amount of behind-the-scenes work they do for ARVAS. Their work includes 
helping institutions align their ArchivesSpace platforms for ingest, working on the technology to 

https://www.oclc.org/research/areas/user-studies/national-finding-aid-network.html
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incorporate PDF and MARC records into the ARVAS database, communicating regularly with 
new and potential members, answering questions quickly, keeping track of tickets for database 
issues, and representing the ARVAS organization at conferences and other meetings. ARVAS as 
an organization relies solely on volunteers, and we would not be as strong or successful as an 
organization without the work of Margaret and Kira week in and week out.  
 
2022-2023 Plans 
The NAFAN (National Finding Aid Network) picture is slowly coming into focus. We anticipate 
over the 2022-2023 academic year, we will continue working on this project and clarifying how 
best ARVAS can encourage and support the needs of our members who choose to participate in 
the NAFAN project. We anticipate offering educational presentations and guidance on 
submitting content and any other assistance our members need to navigate this new network. 
ARVAS will continue to lead our two states in this work.  
 
We will continue to host educational presentations for our members, and appreciate ideas and 
suggestions from the archival community and leadership for topics that would be useful and 
interesting to our members!  
 
ARVAS will also hold an election for Vice-Chair/Chair-Elect in 2022.  
 

 
 

https://www.oclc.org/research/areas/user-studies/national-finding-aid-network.html

