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Abstract

Correspondence, business and legal papers, maps and printed materials of a French emigre, land speculator,
and merchant from Cincinnati and Parkersburg. Subjects include Levassor's extensive landholdings in
Kanawha, Lincoln, Jackson, Wood, Wirt, and Monongalia counties, and activities of his land agents; James
Swann lands; the coming of the Northwestern Virginia Railroad to Parkersburg; the Panic of 1857 in that city;
oil fever in the Wood County area, 1859-1866; and the activities of J.H. Diss Debar, West Virginia's first
commissioner of immigration. Correspondents include J.H. Diss Debar, James M. Laidley, Charles Lisez, and
Alexander Quarrier.
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