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Biographical Information

The paternal grandfather of Margaretha Etter, Gerhard Etter, journeyed from Oberried, Switzerland to
Pennsylvania in 1737, accompanied by his mother and siblings. He married Catherine Banga, also of Swiss
lineage and an emigrant, and settled near Lebanon Township, Lancaster County, Pennsylvania. There he
built a small iron forge along Quittapahilla stream in 1746. After his death in 1783, his son Samuel continued
working at the forge.

Peter Etter, son of Gerhard and Catherine Etter, was born on 16 February 1745 in Lancaster County. He
married Elisabeth Daut (spelled Dautissen on the fraktur) on 31 December 1771 at the Hill Evangelical
Lutheran Church in Lebanon, Pennsylvania. The young couple traveled through the Shenandoah Valley and
settled at Ratliff's Marsh near present day Rural Retreat in Wythe County, Virginia. Peter served in the
Montgomery County militia between 1777 and 1782 during the Revolutionary War. He died from wounds
received in an assault or quarrel (depending upon the narrative) in 1811. Elisabeth Etter also died around
1811.

Peter an Elisabeth Etter had three sons and five daughters. Llttle is known about Margaretha Etter other than
the information provided by the fraktur giving her birth date of 18 July 1780.

Scope and Content

The Papers consist of a fraktur (birth announcement) recording the birth of Margaretha Etter on 18 July 1870;
she was the daughter of Peter Etter and Elisabeth Daut Etter. Also included is a letter from Ellen Shaffer of
the Free Library of Philadelphia providing a translation.

Contents List

Fraktur of Margaretha Etter. 18 July 1780.

Extent

1p.
Scope and Content

Fraktur, written in German, with decorative border. As translated it reads: “In the year of Christ anno 1780
on the 18th of July is born to the light of this world Margaretha. The father is Peter Etter and the mother is
Elisabeth born Dautissen. The witnesses were Peter Gunther and his wife Margaretha. His word, his
baptism, his communion serve against all misfortune. The holy spirit teaches us in belief and trust.” The
Latin quotation enclosed in the heart reads “Glory only to God.”

Letter. Ellen Shaffer, Rare Book Librarian, Free Library of
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania to Mary B. Kegley, Wytheville,
Virginia. 22 April 1969.

Extent

1p.
Scope and Content
Re: translation of fraktur from German to English.
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