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Publication Statement
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Conditions of Use

Profile Description
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Revision Description
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Descriptive Summary

Manuscript Number
MS 2000.95 3X
Language

English

Creator

Clayton, John, 1686-1773

Physical Characteristics
1 item.

Location
On site.

Repository
John D. Rockefeller, Jr. Library, Colonial Williamsburg Foundation

Administrative Information


http://www.lib.virginia.edu/speccol/vhp/conditions.html

Access Restrictions
Collection is open to research.

Use Restrictions
There are no restrictions.

Acquisition Information
Source unknown

Preferred Citation
Lease, Manuscript #MS 2000.95 3X, John D. Rockefeller, Jr. Library, Colonial Williamsburg Foundation.

Biographical/Historical Information

John Clayton was born in 1694 in Fulham, Middlesex, and brought up in comparative wealth until 1715 when
he emigrated to Virginia joining his father, John Clayton senior, who became Attorney General for the colony
between 1713 and 1737. John Clayton junior was educated in law and, in 1720, took up a post as Clerk to the
County Court of Gloucester County which he was to hold until he was seventy-nine. Soon after taking up the
post he married Elizabeth Whiting and they moved into their new residence, believed to have been called
Windsor, close to the Pianketank River. Records show they also owned a sizeable garden and plantation,
though the precise whereabouts of these and the Clayton home remain uncertain. John and Elizabeth had
eight children; five boys, the eldest called John, and three girls. Claytonis interest in natural history probably
stemmed from his friendship with Mark Catesby (1682-1749), the artist and naturalist, who first arrived in
Virginia in 1712. Clayton probably joined Catesby on the Spotswood expedition to the Blue Ridge Mountains
and later, in about 1734, started collecting material to send to Catesby who by this time was back in
England. Catesby in turn passed these specimens on to J.F. Gronovius (1690-1762), and encouraged Clayton
to continue sending specimens to Europe. Clayton, disappointed at the lack of recognition that his collecting
efforts should have justified, had determined, around 1760, to prepare a new Flora of Virginia. However, the
publication of a second edition of Gronoviusi flora in 1762 led Collinson to advise Clayton to search for a
publisher in America, but none was found and any hope of its publication died with Clayton in 1773.

Scope and Content

Leases Redford, his estate manager, a part of "Morehouse" at Hawkhurst, Kent, for the term of twenty-one
years. Witnessed by Natha{nie}l and Ann Huggins.

Index Terms

Persons:

Clayton, John, 1686-1773
Huggins, Ann

Huggins, Nathaniel
Redford, Thomas

Subjects:
Leases-England-Kent-History-18th century
Geographical Names:

Morehouse (Hawkhurst, England)

Arrangement

1 item.
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