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Abstract

Letters and papers of the Powell family which originated in Loudoun County, Virginia, but subsequently lived
in Henry [Marshall County], lllinois; Winchester, Virginia; and Alexandria, Virginia. This family of school
teachers was dislocated and separated during the Civil War and lived in various locations in the state until
re-uniting in Alexandria.

Creators

Powell Family, Johns Hopkins, Agnes Lee, Fitzhugh Lee, George Washington Custis Lee, Mary Anna Randolph
Custis Lee, Hunter Holmes McGuire, James Monroe.

Extent

682 items and 2 manuscript volumes.
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Abstract Geographic interest includes; Alexandria, Leesburg, Winchester, and central Virginia; and Henry
[Marshall County] Illinois.

Related Material

Leven Powell Papers, Manuscripts and Rare Books Department, Swem Library, College of William and Mary;
include the correspondence of Leven Powell (1737-1810), who was the father of Cuthbert Powell (1775-
1849). Leven Powell served in the American Revolution, Virginia House of Delegates and U. S. House of
Representatives.
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Unit ID Collection number: Mss. 65 P87
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Biographical/Historical Information



The central figures in this collection are Cuthbert Powell (1775-1849), his son, Charles Leven Powell (1804-
1896), Charles Leven Powell's wife, Selina (LIloyd) Powell (d. 1871), and their children.

Cuthbert Powell

Cuthbert Powell (1775-1849) was born in Middleburg, Loudoun County, Virginia to parents Leven Powell
(1737-1810) and Sarah (Harrison) Powell. He was one of eleven children. Cuthbert made his fortune
alongside his brother, Leven Powell, Jr. (1772-1807), as a merchant and ship owner. He retired to
"Llangollen," Loudoun County, Virginia in 1812 after a decline in business. Later he was elected to serve in
both houses of the Virginia General Assembly; the Virginia State Senate in 1829 and the Virginia House of
Delegates in 1840. In 1788, Cuthbert married Catherine Simms, daughter of Col. Charles Simms. The couple
had ten children including; Anne Maria Powell (1800-1885), who married 1st cousin Dr. William Levin Powell;
Dr. Llewellen Powell (1802-1870), who married cousin Sarah Elizabeth Harrison; Charles Leven Powell (1804-
1896), who married Selina Lloyd; Mary Emily Powell (b.1807), who married cousin Cuthbert Powell and later
Rev. George Adie; Ellen Douglas Powell (1813- 1862) who married Judge William H. Gray; Cuthbert Harrison
Powell (1814-1897); and Jane Simms (Fanny) Powell, who married Wellington Gordon.

Charles Leven Powell and Family

Charles Leven Powell (1804-1896) married Selina Lloyd (d. 1871) in 1830. The couple had six children,
including; Rebecca Powell (1831-1921), Harriet Lee "Hattie" (Powell) Smoot (1833-1870), Lloyd Powell (1834-
1861), Charles Leven Powell, Jr. (1835-1862), Minna Powell (1837-1854), and Selina "Nina" (Powell) Hepburn
(1842-1918). Harriet Lee "Hattie" (Powell) Smoot (1833-1870) married Rector Smoot. In 1871, Selina "Nina"
(Powell) Hepburn (1842-1918) married Sewell Stavely Hepbron. At some point, the last name Hepbron was
changed to Hepburn.

Charles Leven Powell (1804-1896) graduated from Yale College in 1825. After unsuccessful attempts at
starting a law practice in Alexandria, Virginia, he was able to support his family as a teacher. Still hoping to
advance his law career, the family moved to Henry, lllinois in 1850. After the death of their daughter, Minna
Powell (1837-1854), the family returned to Virginia leaving the two sons behind. The parents opened a girls
boarding school in Winschester, Virginia, but at the start of the Civil War in 1861 were forced to shut down.
Lloyd Powell (1834-1861) returned to Virginia to enlist in the war and was killed at the 1st Battle of Bull Run,
21 July 1861. Following his death, Charles Leven Powell, Jr. (1835-1862) returned to Virginia to enlist and was
killed in a skirmish in August 1862. The rest of the family scattered across the state to live with various
relatives until the end of the war. The family reassembled in Alexandria, Virginia and opened another school
for girls called the "Arlington Institute." The teachers on staff include Charles Leven Powell (1804-1896), his
wife and his three remaining daughters. This school supported the family for 30 years until its closure in
1894.

Scope and Content Information

Letters and papers of Charles Leven Powell, his wife Selina (Lloyd) Powell and children of Loudoun County,
Virginia; Henry, lllinois; Winchester, Virginia; and Alexandria, Virginia. There are also included papers of
Charles Leven Powell's father, Cuthbert Powell. Prominent correspondents include Johns Hopkins, Eleanor
Agnes Lee, Fitzhugh Lee, George Washington Custis Lee, Mary Anna Randolph (Custis) Lee, Hunter Holmes
McGuire and James Monroe.

Letters concern Robert Young Conrad, Hunter Holmes McGuire, civilian affairs during the Civil War, the
Kilpatrick-Dahlgren Raid, freedmen, Reconstruction, and the education of women. Many letters are written by
women. In addition, there are a number of letters from and concerning members of the Dupuy family of
Prince Edward County, Winchester, Virginia including Robert Young Conrad (president of the Virginia
Secession Convention) and his son Holmes Conrad (U. S. Congressman).

Index Terms

Family Names:

Dupuy family.

Persons:

Conrad, Robert Young, 1805-1875.
Hopkins, Johns, 1795-1873.

Lee, Agnes, 1841-1873.

Lee, Fitzhugh, 1835-1905.



Lee, George Washington Custis, 1832-1913.
Lee, Mary Anna Randolph Custis, 1806- 1873.
Lee, Robert E. (Robert Edward), 1807-1870.
McGuire, Hunter Holmes, 1835-1900.
Monroe, James, 1758-1831.

Subjects:

Women--United States--History- -19th century.
Freedmen--Virginia.

African Americans--Virginia--History--19th century.
Reconstruction--Virginia.

Kilpatrick-Dahlgren Raid, 1864.

United States- -History-- Civil War, 1861-1865.

Arrangement

Organization

This collection is organized into 5 series. Series 1 contains papers of the Powell Family; Series 2 contains
copies of historical letters; Series 3 contains legal papers; Series 4 contains cartes de visites; and Series 5

contains diaries, record books, and other miscellaneous volumes.

Arrangement

This collection is primarily arranged chronologically by date.

Components List

Papers of the Powell Family, 1785-1927, n.d.

Box-folder 1-6
Series A: Papers, 1785-1839.

Box-folder 1:1
Extent

29 items.

Will of Thomas Hepborn of Kent County, Maryland in which he bequeaths

property to his sons John, Thomas, and Joseph, his wife Ann, and his daughters

Sarah Woodall and Ann Briscoe, 19 March 1785.
Box-folder 1:1

Extent 2 pages.Cy of DS.

Scope and Content

Including Cy of DS, 8 April 1786, a statement by J. Nicholson that the witnesses Joshua Lamb and John

Lamb (both Quakers) and Joseph Greenwood affirmed and swore that this was the last will and
testament of Thomas Hepborn.

Hunt, Newman and Rooper [?], Porto, to Mr. Cuthbert Powell, Merchant,
Alexandria, [Virginial, North America, 1 June 1813.

Box-folder 1:1
Extent 3 pages.ALS.
Scope and Content

Reports on the status of the ship the Rising Sun; says she will dispose of her cargo as soon as possible;

says the ship was detained by the British [War of 1812], but given up.



Legal document giving details about a case in which it was decided that Capt.
George Coleman had no claim on C[uthbert?] Powell,22 October 1813.

Box-folder 1:1

Extent 1 page.Cy of DS.

Scope and Content

Signed by WIJillialm Hodgsonand Tho[mals Van Le, Jr.

N. Simms, Alexandria, [Virginia], to Elizabeth Trist, Birdwood, Henry Court
House, Virginia, 6 February 1814.

Box-folder 1:1
Extent 4 pages.ALS.

Scope and Content

Her daughter [?] Nancy, had a healthy baby boy who is nursing well; Nancy is staying with her now,
and her husband Mr. Wallach, spends almost every night there also; is concerned that Nancy will live a
hard life because of her husband's financial situation; on the other hand, her daughter Catherine [?]
will be "free from the trials attended on a state of poverty," being married to [Cuthbert] Powell,who
owns a large farm in Loudoun County; much Simms family news; mentions Mrs. Trist's grandson,
Nicholas Trist.

Account of John Lloyd for tuition for Selina [(LIoyd) Powell,Cuthbert Powell's
daughter-in-law], 1 October 1819.

Box-folder 1:1
Extent 2 pages.ADS.

Scope and Content
Signed by B. Cottinger.

Cuthbert Powell, Alexandria, [Virginial, to Charles L. Powell, Leesburg, [Virginial,
28 November 1828.

Box-folder 1:1
Extent 2 pages.ALS.

Scope and Content
Fatherly letter giving his opinion of a certain young lady and marriage, as well as general advice.

John Lloyd, Alex[andrila, [Virginia],to C[harles] L[even] Powell,n.p., 27 December
1828.

Box-folder 1:1
Extent 2 pages.AcyS of L.

Scope and Content

Discussion of his engagement to this daughter [Selina], and the seriousness of the matter, especially in
concerning finances; tells of his poor financial state as related to a dowry, or the lack thereof, for his
daughter; gives his approval of the "alliance," but hopes they will delay the marriage for some time.

James Monroe, "Oakhill", Loudoun County, [Virginia], to Burr Powell, Middleburg,
Loudoun County, [Virginia], 31 December 1828.

Box-folder 1:1
Extent 2 pages.ALS.

Scope and Content

Has given great consideration to his claim against the French government, and has turned the case
over to Stephen Pleasanton, who is the auditor for the Dept. of State, and who is now handling all
claims; since Mr. Pleasanton is a personal friend, and he [James Monroe] is greatly interested in his
[Burr Powell] case, he knows he will get an answer soon; will also be returning the agriculture
pamphlet.



James Monroe, "Oakhill", Loudoun County, [Virginia], to Burr Powell, Middleburg,
[Virginial, 8 January 1829.

Box-folder 1:1
Extent 1 page.ALS.
Scope and Content

Sends extract of Mr. Pleasanton's reply concerning the claim against the French government, and asks
that he reply with the necessary information; will also do anything he can to help.

Legal document in which Burr Powell, executor of the estate of his father Leven
Powell, names Isaac Coxe Barnett, Consul at Paris, as his legal attorney in
litigation process against a Rotterdam Co., Stephen Pleasonton is intermediary,
12 January 1829.

Box-folder 1:1
Extent 2 pages.DS.

James Monroe, "Oakhill", Loudoun County, [Virginia], to Burr Powell, Middleburg,
[Virginia]l, 15 January 1829.

Box-folder 1:1
Extent 1 page.ALS.
Scope and Content

Further discussion of his claim against the French government, and dealings with Stephen Pleasanton
and Issac Coxe Barnett.

James Monroe, "Oakhill", Loudoun County, [Virginia], to Burr Powell, Middleburg,
Loudoun [sic] County, [Virginia], 20 January 1829.

Box-folder 1:1

Extent 1 page.ALS.

Scope and Content

More instructions about the claim being made against the French government.

S[tephen] Pleasonton,Washington, [D.C.], to [James Monroe ?], n.p., 30 January
1829.

Box-folder 1:1
Extent 1 page.ALS.
Scope and Content

Further discussion and explanation of the case involving [Burr] Powelland his claim against the French
government.

James Monroe, "Oakhill", Loudoun County, [Virginia], to Burr Powell, Middleburg,
Loudoun [sic] County, [Virginia], 4 February 1829.

Box-folder 1:1

Extent 1 page.ALS.

Scope and Content

Continued information concerning Powell's claim against the French government.

J[oh]ln ). Lloyd,Baltimore, [Maryland], to his sister, Selina Lloyd, Alexandria, D.C.
[Virginia]l, 21 May 1829.

Box-folder 1:1
Extent 4 pages.ALS.

Scope and Content

The new court system has kept him extremely busy; social life has slowed down; the fashion these
days to relieve boredom is to ride horseback; expresses concern for his own colt in the country;
inquires after Br. Nelson and his medical career; also asks about a large, gay party at South River;
recommends books for good reading including Schegel’s History of Literature.



James Monroe, Oakhill, [Virginial, to Burr Powell, Middleburg, [Virginial, 10
August 1829.

Box-folder 1:1
Extent 1 page.ALS.

Scope and Content

Has received the results of his claim from Mr. Pleasanton, and regrets the outcome, which he disagrees
with; does not feel anyone is to blame.

M[ary Anna Randolph] Custis,Arlington, [Virginial, to Selina Lloyd, Salisbury,
near Centreville, Fairfax County, Virginia, 17 [?] [ante 1830].

Box-folder 1:1
Extent

3 pages.ALS. Including
Xcy.
Scope and Content

Asks her to come visit over Christmas; describes the social events in Arlington; mentions her cousin
George Calvert; says the big event is the fair for the benefit of orphans.

Selina Lloyd, "Mount Vernon", Fairfax County, [Virginia], to Charles L. Powell,
Leesburg, Loudoun County, Virginia, 14 April 1830.

Box-folder 1:1
Extent 3 pages.ALS.

Scope and Content

Describes a walk she took and the surrounding countryside, including the wildflowers and startling a
herd of deer; have had many visitors, including a very graceful lady who is said to have been
"addressed" by Mr. Van Buren, a "jolly goodnatured ... commodore and some of the ugliest officers,"
and Mrs. Porter and her scholars; tells of books she has read, including 7ales of a Grandfather, The
Sorcerer, and The Talisman; loving memories and looking forward to their next meeting.

Selina Lloyd, Alexandria, [Virginial, to Charles L. Powell, Leesburg, Loudoun
County, Virginia, 9 June 1830.

Box-folder 1:1
Extent 3 pages.ALS.

Scope and Content

Have just returned from a visit to her grandmother's and her cousin, Ann Marshall; they all are
saddened by the death of Mr. Fitzhugh; describes the country from South to West River, where she had
visited, and comments on meeting a lovely girl, Bella Carter; mentions the jealousy of another male
[suitor?], Seldon Page; mentions Mary Custis.

Jno. ). Lloyd, Baltimore, [Maryland], to "sister," Selina Lloyd, Alexandria, D.C.
[Virginia], 23 July 1830.

Box-folder 1:1
Extent 3 pages.ALS.

Scope and Content

Sends his best wishes for her new life with [Charles L.] Powell; will be able to attend the wedding as
well as "Brother Nelson"; is uncommonly warm; is sending a bonnet for her and a small diamond
breast-pin for Father by the steamboat Franklin, commanded by Amr. Nevitt; describes the long
ribbons attached to the bonnet, which are for going once all the way around the bonnet before knotting
them by the ear, not for tying a bow under the chin; also includes a diagram of how to tie them in the
current fashion; admits to having been helped in choosing the bonnet by Miss Olivia Donaldson.



Mary [Ann Randolph Custis],n.p, to Selina Lloyd, Salisbury, near Centerville,
[Fairfax, Virginial, 14 [?] [ante 1830].

Box-folder 1:1
Extent

4 pages.Xcy included.
ALS.
Scope and Content

Discusses events in Washington D.C.; says she went to "the President's" on New Year's day; discusses
Mr. Marshall's sermons; mentions books she is reading; asks Selina to come visit her.

A[nn Hariotte (Lee)] Lloyd[stepmother?], n.p., to Selina Powel[l],LIangollen,
Virginia, 30 November 1830.

Box-folder 1:1
Extent 3 pages.ALS.

Scope and Content

Says her health is improving; encourages her to ask her for help when she needs it; discusses the
articles she is sending her including a lemon tree, curtains, a mattress; discusses how these things will
get to her; gives news about the children; Bec, Nanny, Frank, and Fred.

Charles L. Powell, Upperville, [Virginia], to "wife," Selina Powell, Alexandria, D.C.
[Virginia]l, 20 March 1833.

Box-folder 1:1
Extent 3 pages.ALS.

Scope and Content

His mother-in-law has told him of the wonderful news of the birth of another daughter [Hattie], and that
both mother and baby are safe; will be up to visit in about a week; comments on balancing the sexes in
the family, and that he has "no notion of supplying my brother's and sister's children with wives"..."we
shall hate to transport them [his daughters] to the wilds of the west"; all is well at home, a new hen
house is being built, but the garden is too wet to work; is lonely but is visiting neighbors; family news;
religious sentiments expressed about her, their new daughter, and their family.

Charles L. Powell, Wheeling, [West Virginial, to Selina Powell, Upperville,
Fauquier County, Virginia, 4 April 1835.

Box-folder 1:1

Extent 3 pages.ALS.

Scope and Content

Gives account of his trip to Wheeling, including a sweet good-bye from daughter Rebecca; was not able
to locate Robert Gray or [?] Throckmorton at Harper's Ferry, but later met them at Point of Rocks;
detailed description of a railroad and train cars; tells poignant story of a dog on the train searching for
his master.

Selina [L. Powell],Bellefield, [Virginia], to "husband" Charles L. Powell, Louisville,
Kentucky, 15-19 April 1835.

Box-folder 1:1
Extent 4 pages.ALS.

Scope and Content

Has had many family visitors since his departure and family news; there is a measles outbreak at
"Llangollen," and all of the negroes have it; she had her teeth filed by Dr. Overfield[?]; a fire in
Upperville destroyed Robert Armistead's new store and the adjoining saddle shop; they have had a
beautiful snowfall, covering all of the blossom-filled trees, which melted quickly, doing no harm to the
fruit; had a letter from brother John, who advises that he [Charles L. Powell] "go directly to Texas";
loving stories about their daughter's activities.

Charles L. Powell, Upperville, [Virginia], to "wife," Selina Powell, Alexandria, D.C.
[Virginia], 11 July 1835.

Box-folder 1:1



Extent 3 pages.ALS.

Scope and Content

Had a bad thunderstorm the day she left; inquires about her trip and her relatives; details of children's
activities; has let Becca sleep with him.

Ellen [Lloyd],"Llangollen," Loudoun County, [Virginia]l, to her sister Selina
Powell, Louisville, Kentucky, 12 April 1836.

Box-folder 1:1
Extent

4 pages.ALS.
Incomplete.
Scope and Content

Their father will be taking a trip West this spring, accompanied by cousin William; family information;
social life in Leesburg very quiet; misses her and her family.

Statement signed by Thomas Hepbron that Ezekiel F. Chambers pay Richard
Lynch the sum of $44.79 for the hire of the Negro boy Pere Butler, the question
having come before Thomas Hepbron, James Hepbron, and Joseph Redue, 29
December 1836.

Box-folder 1:1
Extent 1 page.Cy of DS.

Charles L. Powell, n.p., to "wife," Selina Powell, Alexandria, D.C. [Virginia], 5
March 1839.

Box-folder 1:1
Extent 4 pages.ALS.
Scope and Content

Details of his trip from Alexandria; spent the night with relatives; warns her about catching a cold on a
windy day; tells of conversations with their young son.

Series B: Papers, 1840-1849.
Box-folder 1:2-3
Extent

42 items.

Cuthbert Powell, Washington, [D.C.], to his son, Ch[arl]es L. Powell,Upperville,
Virginia, 9 July 1841.

Box-folder 1:2
Extent 3 pages.ALS.

Scope and Content

Private financial matters; tells of his busy schedule as a representative from Virginia. to the U.S.
legislature; gives his negative opinion concerning a [bank?] bill introduced by [Henry] Clay,which he
feels the President would veto; [Daniel] Webstershares his opinion; life insurance inquiry.

Cuthbert Powell, Washington, [D.C.], to "wife," C[atharine] Powell,Upperville,
Virginia, 9 September 1841.

Box-folder 1:2
Extent 1 page.ALS.

Scope and Content

Will not be home when expected because the House [of Representatives] is not going to adjourn until
Monday; the Congress received their second veto from President Tyler regarding the Bank Bill;
describes an assault made by Sen. [Henry A.] Wiseupon Sen. [Edward] Stanlyin Congress.



Charles L. Powell, Clifton, [Virginial, to "wife," Selina Powell, Alexandria, D.C.
[Virginia], 10 January 1842.

Box-folder 1:2
Extent 3 pages.ALS.
Scope and Content

Asking about her visit to Washington and the Chamber of National Institute; speaks of floods, bad
weather, but comfortable where he is, because of Margaret's[?] kindness; describes lifestyle and
"humorous remarks of Charles Lamb", sexual relationship with her.

Cuthb[ert] Powell,Washington, [D.C.], to "wife," Catharine Powell, Upperville,
Virginia, 15 June 1842.

Box-folder 1:2
Extent 2 pages.ALS.

Scope and Content

Wishing thumb to heal; speaks of cattle and other animals at "Llangollen" that he misses; asks about
children; saw Ann[?] mentions Virginia Taylor's visit; will visit wife before harvest; reference to brother,
Leven, and his wife, and Sarah[?].

Cuthbert Powell, H[ouse] of Rep[resentatives],Washington, [D.C.], to "wife"
Catharine Powell, "Llangolilen," [Loudoun County, Virginial, 17 August 1842.

Box-folder 1:2
Extent 3 pages.ALS.

Scope and Content

Hustle and excitement of the House of Representatives; hoping to adjourn on Monday the twenty-
second, but difficulties cause many night meetings; political discussion about Tariff Question and Tuck
bill.

[Catharine Powell], Llangollen, [Virginial, to "husband" [Cuthbert Powell],
Washington, D.C., 24 August [1842].

Box-folder 1:2
Extent 3 pages.AL.

Scope and Content

Discusses her story at "the Springs;" tells about the politics the company there discussed; gives her
own view of these issues; gives news about family and friends; hopes that Congress will soon adjourn
so that he can come home.

Cuthbert Powell, Washington, [D.C.], to "granddaughter,” Rebecca Powell,
Clifton, [Virginia], 21 February 1843.

Box-folder 1:2
Extent 3 pages.AS.

Scope and Content

Compares episode of thief robbing hen house to thieves in Washington trying to rob "public treasures";
wants to buy books for her; tells how he wishes to be with her and the rest of his family.

"Mother" S[elina] Powell,Leesburg, [Virginia], to [Re]Bec[ca] Powell, n.p., 6
March [1844].

Box-folder 1:2
Extent 4 pages.ALS.

Scope and Content

Writes of the bad weather and that they are able to get out very little; says Mr. Powell went to the
Inauguration on horseback; tells what books the family members are reading; mentions the issue of
white servants; discusses Rebecca's feelings of becoming a young lady; says that they could not get
the house they wanted for next year; mentions Mr. Powell's feelings of frustration for not being able to
better provide for them; gives more news about the Inauguration; news of family and friends.



Selina Powell, Leesburg, [Virginia], to Rebecca Powell, Fauquier County, Virginia,
21 August 1846.

Box-folder 1:2
Extent 3 pages.ALS.
Scope and Content

Daughter, Harriet, left with Uncle William to spend holidays with them; daughter, Minna, had a birthday
party, inviting Aunt Mary's children and Eskridges; much family news; death of Maria Lee.

"Daughter [Rebecca Powell], [Baltimore, Maryland?] to "Mother" [Selina Powell],
n.p., 15 November [18467?].

Box-folder 1:2
Extent 2 pages.AL.
Scope and Content

Discusses her religious feelings; discusses her traveling plans; describes her relationship with each of
her relatives where she is staying; says she is staying with Fan and helping her with her wedding.

"Mother" S[elina] Powell,Alexandria, [Virginial, to Rebecca [Powell], n.p., 25
April [18487?].

Box-folder 1:2
Extent 4 pages.ALS.
Scope and Content

Discusses the housekeeping and how Rebecca is taking care of the house while she is away; discusses
the health of family members; tells how they are altering last year's dresses; says "Mother" is quite
weak and "Father" is very dependent on her; gives news of Brother Nelson and Jeanie (sister?); gives
travel plans of family; says Mr. Powell has gotten six teeth put in and looks much younger.

Selina Powell, Leesburg, [Virginia], to Rebecca [Powell],[Gloucester, Virginial, 2
October [1848].

Box-folder 1:2
Extent 3 pages.ALS.
Scope and Content

Describes their arrival home with her brother Nelson; gives news of "little Nan"[?]; asks about Rebecca
and Minna's trip; tells her to be happy and to follow God; says Charlie is doing well in school.

[Selina Powell], Leesburg, [Virginia], to "Bec," [Rebecca Powell], [Gloucester,
Virginia?], 14 October [18487?].

Box-folder 1:2

Extent 4 pages.AL.

Scope and Content

Much family news; mentions Laura's[?] wedding.

Harriet L. Powell, Leesburg, [Virginia], to "sister" Rebecca Powell, Gloucester
Clour]t House,Virginia, October [18487?].

Box-folder 1:2
Extent 4 pages.ALS.
Scope and Content

Tells what she did during her visit to Locust Hill; tells what is going on in town; gives news of family and
friends. Including news from ALS from "Mother" S[elina] Powellto Rebecca Powell telling of her many
activities.

Selina Powell, Leesburg, [Virginia], to "child," Rebecca Powell, n.p., 8 November
1848.

Box-folder 1:2
Extent 4 pages.ALS.
Scope and Content
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sister, Minna, closely so that she will not overexert herself; Ariana[?] had a baby boy; describes son,
Charlie, and daughter Nina's, reactions to reading school and learning; much family news.

Minna [Powell],n.p., to Nina L. Powell, Leesburg, Loudoun County, Virginia, 13
November 1848.

Box-folder 1:2
Extent 4 pages.ALS.
Scope and Content

Speaks of John's[?] carriage and velocipede that once was Minna Lloyd's, describing how she rode the
vehicle; describes what a Holly tree is; (has genealogical information about M[inna] Powell,Lloyd
Powell, and Charlie Powell in a different hand, which appears to have been added later.)

"Devoted Mother," [Selina Powell], Leesburg, [Virginia], to "“child," Rebecca
Powell, 29 November 1848.

Box-folder 1:2
Extent 4 pages.ALS.
Scope and Content

Gloucester C[our]t House,Virginia. Speaks of her "companion in Matilda Lee[?]; received visit from
Nannie Guy and Maria Harrison; describes celebration in honour of General Taylor's election; describes
Mrs. Janney's travels; town gossip and family news.

"Devoted Mother" [Selina Powell], Leesburg, [Virginia], to "daughter," Rebecca
Powell, Gloucester C[our]t House,Virginia, 19 December 1848.

Box-folder 1:2
Scope and Content

Much family news; speaks of going to Locust Hill; inquires and tells about adventures of many
townspeople; obliged to Mrs. Tabb for taking care of her and other daughter, Minna.

"Devoted Mother," S[elina] Powell,Leesburg, [Virginial, to Min[na] Powell, n.p.,
26 December 1848.

Box-folder 1:2
Extent 4 pages.ALS.
Scope and Content

Speaks of Cousin Lucy's[?] party; describes Christmas scene around her house and gifts that the
children received; describes Cousin Elizabeth Janney and compares to Cousin Harriet; much family
news.

Harriet L. Powell, Leesburg. [Virginial, to "sister" [Rebecca Powell], n.p., 27
December [18487?].

Box-folder 1:2
Extent 4 pages.ALS.
Scope and Content

Discusses who has come to visit her; describes Cousin Lee's wife, Maria, and their wedding; asks about
her Christmas; describes the book marks she made for Christmas presents; asks how Minna is doing.

Papers, 1849.
Box-folder 1:3
Extent

22 items.

"Devoted Mother," S[elina] Powell,Leesburg, [Virginia]l, to "daughter,” [Rebecca Powell],
n.p., 3 January 1849.

Box-folder 1:3
Extent 4 pages.ALS.



Scope and Content

Speaks of snow and bad weather; notes that daughters, Rebecca and Minna, have been gone for
almost three months; Fanny (Powell) Gordon is going to visit Fredericksburg; mentions a letter from
Jeannie[?] who found General Jones, in Washington, quite "agreeable and handsome"; Cuthbert
Powell is much better, and he speaks of going to Gloucester to join a Mr. Hale; Nina is afraid of
everything; much family news; mentions hiring of a slave, Margaret.

"Grandmother," Catharine Powell, "Llangollen,” Loudoun County, Virginia, to
"granddaughter,” Rebecca Powell, Gloucester C[our]t House,Virginia, 13 January 1849.

Box-folder 1:3
Extent 3 pages.ALS.

Scope and Content

Rebecca's description of her Uncle Tabb's [Dr. John Prosser Tabb] house seems far in advance of Old-
Virginian architectural styles; speaks of death of Mrs. Douglas Gordon.

"Devoted father," C[harles] L. Powell,Leesburg, [Virginia], to "daughter,” Rebecca Powell,
Gloucester C[ourt] House,Gloucester County, Virginia, 16 January 1849.

Box-folder 1:3
Extent 3 pages.ALS.

Scope and Content

Speaks of dancing as a family as a "social amusement," but says that it does offend some "in the
religious world"; says that one must respect the public opinion of the community where one lives;
have had severe weather; family news.

Including ANS from Hatty Powell, Leesburg, [Virginial, to Min[na] Powell,Gloucester C[ourt] House,for
letter and "glove-knots" and sending love to Aunt ReBec[ca]and Uncle [John] Prosser. 1 page.

"Devoted Mother," S[elina] Powell,Leesburg, [Virginial, to Minna Powell, n.p., 6 February
1849.

Box-folder 1:3
Extent 4 pages.ALS.

Scope and Content

Her brother, Charlie, and sister, Nina, have sore throats, and her father has a bad cold; snowy
weather; Hatty went with Aunt Ellen to Selma and Raspberry Plain; Mr. Armistead Rust is to be
married before March 4; much family news.

Lloyd Powell, Leesburg, [Virginial, to "Sister" [Rebecca Powell], [Gloucester, Virginia], 13
February 1849.

Box-folder 1:3
Extent 3 pages.ALS.

Scope and Content

Reports on the snow storms they have had; mentions the coming wedding of Armistead Rust and
Lilly Lawrence; tells how he likes working at the store; describes one of their customers; describes
the house they may rent next spring.

Including ALS from S[elina] Powell,Leesburg, [Virginial, to Rebecca [Powell],[Gloucester, Virginia].
Says she is glad to hear Minna's health is improving; gives news of family; says her brother Nelson
soon sails for California to dig gold, and may not be back for five years; reports on how he expects to
live; says that there are measles and mumps in town. 1 page.

"Devoted Mother," S[elina] Powell,Leesburg, [Virginia]l, to "daughter,” [Rebecca Powell],
n.p., 20 February 1849.

Box-folder 1:3
Extent 4 pages.ALS.
Scope and Content

Maris's[?] father announced as candidate for re-election; General Rust's family going to New York to
attend a wedding; father is renting Carper's house; bad weather and snow causing many colds and



illnesses; Mrs. Eskridge's father died; father may go to the "Inauguration”; much family news.

Cuthbert Powell, "Llangollen," [Loudoun County, Virginia], to Charles [L. Powell],24
February 1849.

Box-folder 1:3
Extent 3 pages.ALS.

Scope and Content

Saw [Representative John S.] Pendletonat the House [of Representatives]in Washington, [D.C.];
Pendleton wants a senate appointment; he will not go to Leesburg because he does not want to
"meddle with party movements"; mentions "County Repeal of the dog law."

"Devoted Sister," Harriet L. Powell, Leesburg, [Virginial, to Minna [Powell],n.p., 27
Febuary [February] 1849.

Box-folder 1:3
Extent 1 page.ALS.

Scope and Content

Mother and Father are both sick; "brother" has gone to inauguration; describes how to make eggnog,
and gives her opinion of it; describes riding horses to the cliff and tells of adventures.

Including AL from [Harriet Powell], Leesburg, [Virginia], to "Sister," [Rebecca Powell], [Gloucester,
Virginia], 27 Febuary [February] 2849, incomplete letter concerning outbreak of the mumps and
family and town news. 1 page.

"Devoted Mother," S[elina] Powell,Leesburg, [Virginial, to daughter, Rebecca Powell,
Gloucester C[our]t House,[Gloucester County], Virginia, 20 March 1849.

Box-folder 1:3
Extent 4 pages.ALS.

Scope and Content

Father suffering from piles; mumps are still prevailing; do not have parties during Lent; much family
news.

"Devoted father," C[harles] L. Powell,Leesburg, [Virginia], to "daughter,” [Rebecca
Powell], [Gloucester, Virginial, 26 March 1849.

Box-folder 1:3
Extent 3 pages.ALS.

Scope and Content

Speaks of gossips saying that Mr. Benedict is having an affair with Mrs. Henderson; describes
procession in Washington, [D.C.] and the inauguration; much family news.

Including ALS from S[elina] Powell,Leesburg, [Virginial, to [Re]Bec[aa] Powell,[Gloucester, Virginia],
26 March 1849, concerning family news and the time of year. 1 page.

"Mother" [Selina Powell], Leesburg, [Virginia], to [Rebecca Powell], [Gloucester,
Virginia?], [October 1848 - March 1849].

Box-folder 1:3
Extent 4 pages.ALS.

Scope and Content

Expresses joy that Minna's health is till improving; says she is recovering from her cold; says Lloyd
and Hattie have been ill as well; Discusses the issue of Rebecca's upsetting her Aunt Rebecca by
being late for a meal; says her Aunt is easily vexed in "her condition"; gives news of friends and
family; describes their new servant Robert.

Including ALS from C[harles] S. Powell,to [Re]Bec[ca] [Powell],n.p., n.d., concerning Uncle Prosser's
desire to put Minna on "short allowance," and Minna's consumption of beef.



"Mother" Selina Powell, Leesburg, [Virginia], to Minna [Powell],[Gloucester, Virginial, 4
April [1849].

Box-folder 1:3
Extent 3 pages.ALS.

Scope and Content

Describes their move to another house which she says is comfortable but small; hopes that the
Gloucester air is getting rid of her cold; says their father is busy with court dealings; says many in
the area have mumps including Hattie; says that Hattie is getting a tooth plugged; says she does not
want Lloyd to leave to live so far away; discusses mesmerism (hypnotism).

"Devoted Mother," [Selina Powell], Leesburg, [Virginial, to "dearest child," Rebecca
Powell, Gloucester Court House, Virginia, 10 April 1849.

Box-folder 1:3
Extent 4 pages.ALS.

Scope and Content

Speaks of her bad health; her husband is busy preparing for court; mentions a party at Exeter; Mrs.
Fontleroy had a girl so Mrs. Knox is a grandmother; much more family news and information.

"Devoted sister,"” Harriet L. Powell, Leesburg, [Virginia], to "sister," Rebecca Powell,
Gloucester Court House, Virginia, 26 April 1849.

Box-folder 1:3
Extent 4 pages.ALS.

Scope and Content

Rebecca Powell will be coming home within a week or so; Fanny[?] is at Locust Hill with the mumps;
much family news; Uncle William [Gray]persuaded Father to go to Gum Springs, [Virginia], until after
the election; election day things seemed to be going against Father.

Including ANS from Nina Powell, Leesburg, [Virginial, to "Sister Minna" [Powell],Gloucester Court
House, Virginia, 26 April 1849, concerning family news. 1 page.

"Mother" S[elina] Powell,Alexandria, [Virginial, to Rebecca [Powell],Leesburg, Loudoun
County, Virginia, 5 October [18497?].

Box-folder 1:3
Extent 4 pages.ALS.

Scope and Content

Describes Minna's cough and how they are treating it; tells her what clothes Lloyd and Charlie should
wear if it gets colder; says she has been doing little except taking care of Minna; discusses new
dresses for the winter and corsets; gives news of friends and relatives; discusses travel plans, to
come home for the winter.

"Mother" S[elina] Powell,Alexandria, [Virginial, to Rebecca Powell, Leesburg, Virginia, [8
October, 18497?].

Box-folder 1:3
Extent 3 pages.ALS.
Scope and Content

Discusses dresses, materials and costs; discusses bonnets; gives news of family; thanks her and
Hattie for taking care of the household duties while she is away.

"Mother" S[elina] Powell,Alexandria, [Virginia], to Rebecca Powell, Leesburg, Loudoun
County, Virginia, 12 October [18497?].

Box-folder 1:3
Extent 3 pages.ALS.
Scope and Content

Says Minna is now well and that they are anxious to come home; gives news of Jeanie (her sister?),
and Rebecca; gives news of "Mother" and "Father"; discusses books.



"Mother" S[elina] Powell,Alexandria, [Virginia], to Rebecca Powell, Leesburg, Loudoun
County, Virginia, n.d. [October 18497?].

Box-folder 1:3
Extent 3 pages.ALS.

Scope and Content

Says Mr. Powell had his "likeness taken" at the Daguerreotype rooms; says Minna's health continues
to improve but that she may have one tonsil taken out; discusses the remedies she is taking; says
she feels stronger also; gives news of friends; gives news of Rebecca, Jeanie, and "sister" Ann;
discusses walking shoes.

"Mother" S[elina] Powell,Leesburg, [Virginia], to "Min," Mary E. Powell, Gloucester
Cl[our]t House,Virginia, 4 December [1849].

Box-folder 1:3
Extent 4 pages.ALS.

Scope and Content

Gives advice on her health and over-exertion; describes the illumination that took place in the
neighborhood; tells of visits she has made; tells stories about Minna's sister, Nina; gives news of
family and friends; says Hattie has lost her "excess of fat" and is walking three times a day.

"Mother" S[elina] Powell,Leesburg, [Virginia], to Rebecca Powell, Alexandria, Virginia, [7
December, 1849].

Box-folder 1:3
Extent 4 pages.ALS.

Scope and Content

Tells what each family member is doing; discusses bonnets; discusses appearance versus reality as
concerning materialism; discusses the opportunities for her in Alexandria; discusses the role of
children in the family; gives news of friends and family; mentions that "brother" John may move and
that if they move to lllinois, they will be closer to him.

"Mother" Selina Powell, Locust Hill, [Leesburg, Virginia], to Rebecca Powell, care of John
Lloyd, Esq., Alexandria, Virginia, [20 December 1849].

Box-folder 1:3
Extent 4 pages.ALS.

Scope and Content

Says they got there a few days ago and that Mr. Powell, Mr. Grey(?), and "brother Llew have gone to
"the sale of the negroes; discusses her visit in Alexandria with her grandparents; Discusses the bad
weather in Leesburg and the bad condition of the roads; says their family must economize rigidly;
says Mr. Powell found the law business in Alexandria too small, so they will not be moving there;
expresses her disappointment at the outcome; gives news of family.

"Devoted sister,” Harriet L. Powell, Leesburg, [Virginial, to "Sister,” [Rebecca Powell],
n.p., 29 December 1849.

Box-folder 1:3
Extent 4 pages.ALS.
Scope and Content

Reviews Christmas gifts received by everyone; describes a "reading party"; describes Christmas
decorations of the Church; Family news.

Including ANS from S[elina] Powell,Leesburg, [Virginia], to [Re]Bec[ca] [Powell],n.p., 29 December
1849, concerning when daughter, Rebecca, is to return home. 1 page.

Series C: Papers, 1850-1859.
Box 1-2

"Mother," S[elina] Powell,Leesburg, [Virginia], to Rebecca Powell, Alexandria,
Virginia, [7 January, 1850].

Box-folder 1:4



Extent 4 pages.ALS.

Scope and Content

Tells of the recent social events of the area; describes the format of a reading party; says her mother-
in-law could not make it to their home because of the snow; asks her how her mother is doing; says
there is still small pox in the area; discusses how many servants she has and what each does; says
that Rebecca's Uncle George took Cuthbert to an asylum in Baltimore and hopes he will be happier
there then when he was "out."

"Mother" Selina Powell, Leesburg, [Virginial, to Rebecca Powell, Alexandria,
Virginia, [21 January 1850].

Box-folder 1:4
Extent 4 pages.ALS.

Scope and Content

Gives news of Rebecca's Uncle Richard and Aunt Elizabeth who live in lllinois; says she plans to get a
description of the lllinois life from them; gives news of Ellen[?] who is unwell and is going to a doctor in
New York; discusses how Rebecca can get home; describes family activities; says they have been able
to do little because of the rain and mud; says she lies on her back all day sewing while her children
read to her.

"Devoted Sister," H[arriet] L. Powell,Leesburg, [Virginia], to "Sister," Rebecca
Powell, Alexandria, Virginia, 26 January 1850.

Box-folder 1:4
Extent 4 pages.ALS.
Scope and Content

Reading parties are the only way she can socialize; reports Maria [Grady's]death; reports about a big
baptist meeting going on there headed by Mrs. Lucket; much town news.

Including ALS from S[elina] P[owell],Leesburg, [Virginial, to Rebecca Powell, Alexandria, Virginia, 26
January 1850, concerning Rebecca Powell's trip home and Maria [Grady's]"triumphant death." 1 page.

"Devoted Sister," Minna [Powell],Leesburg, [Virginial, to "Sister," Rebecca
Powell, Alexandria, Virginia, January 1850.

Box-folder 1:4
Extent 3 pages.ALS.
Scope and Content

Speaks of terrible weather; boats of learning to spin [rolls of cotton on a spinning wheel]; reports death
of Rebecca Gray, Robert Gray's daughter; describes her daily routine; discusses Mary Grady.

Including ALS from "devoted mother," [Selina Powell], Leesburg, [Virginia], to "Bec," Rebecca Powell,
Alexandria, Virginia, January 1850, concerning bad weather, family news, and attendance to the
convention. 1 page.

"Mother" Selina Powell, Leesburg, Virginia, to "daughter" Rebecca Powell,
Alexandria, Virginia, [1 February 18507?].

Box-folder 1:4
Extent 3 pages.ALS.
Scope and Content

Says many in the family have been very sick for a couple of days and that she has had to nurse them;
says Minna is now sick; and never had fully recovered from the chicken pox she had before; gives
advice of how to be a good guest; advises her on her studies.

H[attie] L. Powell,Leesburg, [Virginia], to "Sis" [Rebecca Powell], Alexandria,
Virginia, 16 February [18507?].

Box-folder 1:4

Extent 4 pages.ALS.

Scope and Content

Says she has a toothache but must wait until May to get them pulled; describes a humorous reading



party; says there was a case of small pox in the area and that many are being revaccinated.

Including ALS from "mother" S[elina] Powellto Re[Bec]ca [Powell]. Discusses her travel plans home;
fells her to follow her grandparents' advice; gives news of family.

Hlarriet] L. P[owell],Alexandria, [Virginia], to Rebecca Powell, Leesburg, Virginia,
26 May [1850].

Box-folder 1:4
Extent 4 pages.ALS.
Scope and Content

Expresses joy that her younger siblings are recovering from the measles so well; reports on health of
"Grandma" and "Grandpa" Lloyd; gives news of Aunt Rebecca, Jeanie, and Minnie; Tells what she had
done each day.

"Grandmother," Catharine Powell, Alexandria, "Virginial, to Rebecca [Powell],
[Leesburg, Virginia], 28 February [18]51.

Box-folder 1:4
Extent 2 pages.ALS.
Scope and Content

Inquires about many weddings in Leesburg and about who will need new dresses; speaks of ball thrown
by Maria Washington; other city news.

Lloyd Powell, Henry, [lllinois], to "Mother" [Selina Powell], n.p., 26 April 1851.
Box-folder 1:4
Extent 4 pages.ALS.

Scope and Content

Gives general description of Henry and discusses the family's move there; discusses the house they
will build; advises what they should bring; reports on the emigrants in the area; discusses their travel
plans in detail; asks Charlie to bring Newfoundland puppies; gives news of family there.

[Catharine Powell], Alexandria, [Virginial, to Rebecca Powell, Leesburg,
[Virginial, 27 December [1851].

Box-folder 1:4
Extent 1 page.AL.
Scope and Content

Describes presents sent to grandchildren; tells of Christmas scene in Alexandria; wants
granddaughters to meet a polite gentleman that impressed her.

Including poem, 1852, by R. C. Powell, beginning "'Ours the cross.' Yes it is ours," giving a religious
viewpoint. 1 page.

Papers, 1852.
Box-folder 1:4
Extent

11 items.

"Grandmother," [Catharine Powell], Springdale, [Virginial, to "granddaughter," [Rebecca
Powell], n.p., January [1852].

Box-folder 1:4
Extent 4 pages.ALS.
Scope and Content

Speaks of how she makes embroidery patterns and what colors are preferred; inquires about some of
her friends; John Leven [Powell]lsays that Brooke[?] looks badly; aunt Fanny trying to match Brooks
with Lucy Gordon; speaks of a Mr. Beverley breaking out around his face and "bleeding profusely".



"Grandmother," [Catharine Powell], Waverley, [Virginia], to Rebecca [Powell],n.p., 25
February 1852.

Box-folder 1:4
Extent 4 pages.ALS.

Scope and Content

Mr. Gordon[?] will be a delegate to the democratic convention in Richmond, [Virginia]; much use of
her eyes results in inflammation of her eyelids; "Llangollen" property is deteriorating; much town
news and family news; mentions her Dower right.

"Daughter," S[elina] P[owell],Henry, [lllinois], to "Mother," 3 August 1852.
Box-folder 1:4
Extent 4 pages.ALS.

Scope and Content

Speaks of helping Frank and Lucy[?] with their new baby; describes female servants and her
experiences with them; describes health of her daughters, Harriet, Rebecca, and Minna; reports of a
few cases of "cholera"; reports of a good garden.

S[elina] Powell,Henry, [lllinois], to "child" [Rebecca Powell], Leesburg, Virginia, [?]
September [1852].

Box-folder 1:4
Extent 4 pages.ALS.

Scope and Content

Gives a detailed report of Minna's health, expressing hope tat her headaches are definitely getting
better; tells about people who have visited the family; mentions a desegregated school in "abolition
ground"; tells what her sisters have been doing since she left; discusses Rebecca's journey.

[Selina Powell], Henry, [lllinois], to Rebecca [Powell],n.p., 18 October 1852.
Box-folder 1:4

Extent 6 pages.ALS.

Scope and Content

Mrs. Janney's baby died while she was ill; a Mr. Anderson, a Presbyterian Minister, says that his wife,
Miss Harper, is a relative of Selina's (her father's Aunt); speaks of Fred's[?] wedding; tells of episode
when she goes to visit a Mrs. Brown[?]; describes a visit they made to some neighbors; describes Mr.
Lombard's house that is being built; reports on the food they are preparing and what is available to
them; says the winter goods have still not come in; mentions sewing that her daughters are doing;
news of family and friends.

Selina Powell, Henry, [lllinois], to "child," [Rebecca Powell], n.p., 1 November 1852.
Box-folder 1:4
Extent 2 pages.ALS.

Scope and Content

Mentions Fanny's[?] wedding; family news; possibility that Rebecca's Uncle Gordon[?] might be
elected to legislature; family does not wish Rebecca Powell to return home this winter.

[Selina Powell, Henry, Illinois] to [Rebecca Powell], n.p., [November 18527?].
Box-folder 1:4
Extent

2 pages.ALS. Incomplete, first

part missing.

Scope and Content

Describes a visit they made to some new neighbors; describes Mr. Lombard's house that is being

built; reports on the food they are preparing and what is available to them; says the winter goods
have still not come in; mentions sewing that her daughters are doing; news of family and friends.



[Selina Powell], Henry, [lllinois], to "child" [Rebecca Powell], n.p., 20 November [1852].
Box-folder 1:4
Extent 4 pages.ALS.

Scope and Content

Describes their busy preparations for winter; describes their daily routine; says she is glad to have
Lucy and Fred stay with them; describes their Sunday school; reports on Scholastics (a servant) who
is now reading well; news of family and friends; discusses dresses and styles; asks about Rebecca's
Uncle Nelson; mentions that Rebecca's Uncle Gordon was elected; asks about Fan's[?] wedding and
hopes she and William will be happy.

Charles L. Powell, Henry, [Illinois] to "daughter," [Rebecca Powell], n.p., 17 December
1852.

Box-folder 1:4
Extent 4 pages.ALS.

Scope and Content

Speaks of his daughter's trip, whom she should visit, and money matters; hopes to soon reap the
financial benefits of his store; mentions Bishop Whitehouse's determination to give the college broad
foundations; much family news.

S[elina] Powell,Henry, [lllinois], to "child," [Rebecca Powell], n.p., 27 December 1852.
Box-folder 1:4

Extent 4 pages.ALS.

Scope and Content

Much family news; sleet and bad weather; religious discussion and viewpoints; Lucy and John[?] have
a daughter now.

Document signed by Jno. M. Harrison, John A. Carter, and Geo[rge] Ayreinvolving the
dispersal of Cuthbert Powell's estate, including lots in Alexandria by a commission
appointed by Circuit Court of Loudoun County, [Virginia], 1852[?].

Box-folder 1:4
Extent 4 pages.D.

Papers, 1853.

Box-folder 1:5
Extent

19 items.

Selina Powell, Henry, [lllinois], to "dear Father," [John Lloyd], n.p., 19 January 1853.
Box-folder 1:5
Extent 4 pages.ALS.

Scope and Content

Mr. Powell, [Charles]and Richard Lloyd]are busy with new business as "Land Agents"; town of Henry,
[lllinois] now has a newspaper and a steam mill; hopes to have a railroad passing through soon;
there is not a decent Church and she wishes to see one built; Lloyd [Powell],son of Selina, studies
German because there are so many Germans in their town to do business with.

Minna Powell, Henry, [lllinois], to [Rebecca Powell], 7 February 1853.
Box-folder 1:5
Extent 6 pages.ALS.

Scope and Content

Sarcastically teases her sister about differences between lifestyles of "Far West" and the East; Uncle
Fred [?] went to Springfield to see that railroad went from Peoria through Henry, [lllinois]; mentions
problems with scarlet fever; family news.



Jane Janney, Baltimore, [Maryland], to "Becca," [Rebecca Powell], n.p., [28 February]
1853.

Box-folder 1:5
Extent 4 pages.ALS.

Scope and Content

Speaks of liquor laws and problems with drinking; describes lectures; such family and town news;
mentions other religious lectures.

S[elina] P[owell],Henry, [lllinois], to "dear child," [Rebecca Powell], n.p., 1 March 1853.
Box-folder 1:5
Extent 4 pages.ASL.

Scope and Content

Expresses desire for daughter Rebecca to return home; Minna Powell still having problems with
headaches; much family news; Fred[?] went to Chicago to see stockholders of the Peoria and Rock
Island Railroad; asks for Rebecca to send asparagus seed and large lima beans; mentions Thackery's
lectures, and gives her opinion about his books and religious teachings.

S[elina] Powell,Henry, [lllinois], to "daughter," [Rebecca Powell], n.p., 11 March 1853.
Box-folder 1:5

Extent 3 pages.ALS.

Scope and Content

Much family news; "land business" will provide many opportunities for travel; Rebecca planning to go
to Leesburg soon.

Including ANS from C[harles] L. Powell,Henry, [lllinois], to "darling," [Rebecca Powell], n.p., 11 March
1853, sending his daughter ten dollars and writing her as to how to handle her expenses and
requesting her to bring home her Grandfather's papers. 2 pages.

Minna [Powell],Henry [lllinois], to "Brother" [LIoyd Powell], [Lacon, Illinois], 22 March
[1853].

Box-folder 1:5
Extent 4 pages.ALS.

Scope and Content

States that even though he just left yesterday, she wanted to put a letter in the books to be sent to
him; comments on their inability to see each other even though he is only seven miles away.

Lloyd [Powell],Lacon, [lllinois], to Minna E. Powell, Henry, lllinois, 28 March [18537].
Box-folder 1:5

Extent 3 pages.ALS.

Scope and Content

Mentions his job as a traveling salesman and how he hopes to soon be Uncle Richard's
[Lloyd]administration; resolved in town meeting to build the Railroad Peoria and Chicago.

[Jane Janney], Baltimore, [Maryland], to Re[Becca] [Powell],n.p. 24 [April] [18]53.
Box-folder 1:5
Extent

2 pages.AL.
Incomplete.

Scope and Content

Expresses her disappointment that she cannot see Rebecca before Rebecca returns to Henry, lllinois;
describes the friendship between them; news of friends in Baltimore.



Minna [Powell],Henry, [lllinois], to "Brother," n.p., 29 April 1853.
Box-folder 1:5

Extent 4 pages.ALS.

Scope and Content

Tells of carriage accident involving Mr. and Mrs. Richard Dulaney, where their horses were scared by
the Clifton Mill and threw Mrs. Dulaney; she and father attended Dr. Rutherford's lectures;
emphasizes that ladies got to vote, as well as gentlemen, on whether they were satisfied with the
lectures; new wharf boat has arrived.

"Brother" Lloyd [Powell],Rushville, [Illinois], to Minna [Powell],[Henry, lllinois], 6 May
1853.

Box-folder 1:5
Extent 4 pages.ALS.
Scope and Content

Describes the towns of Rushville and Pittsfield; said he enjoyed Pittfield more, but that Uncle
Rich[ar]d [Lloyd]sent him an assignment for Rushville; says he will be there about a month; asks
about friends and family.

S[elina] Powell,Henry, [lllinois], to "son," [Lloyd Powell], n.p., 11 May 1853.
Box-folder 1:5

Extent 3 pages.ALS.

Scope and Content

Rebecca has come home; Minna joined the church with her family; gives religious views; family
news.

Including ALS from Minna [Powell],Henry, [lllinois], to "brother," n.p., 11 May 1853, referring to
Rushville, as location of brother; tells of beautiful spring weather and describes scenery. 1 page.

Minna Powell, Henry, [lllinois], to "Brother," 19 May [18]53.
Box-folder 1:5

Extent 4 pages.ALS.

Scope and Content

Will soon be coming home; complains of sore throat and headaches; has had scarlet fever; family
information.

John Smith[?], n.p. to [Jane Janney], n.p., 30 May 1853[?].
Box-folder 1:5

Extent 4 pages.ALS.

Scope and Content

Tells a story about "Miss Jane" - a mutual friend; says he and Dr. Winslow found her in her parlor with
a man; says the servant did not want to let them in and that it was an uncomfortable situation.

Including ALS written in margins from "Cousin" Jane, n.p. to Re[Becca] [Powell],n.p. concerning
religious publication, an Episcopal convention. 4 pages.

Minna E. Powell, n.p. to "Brother," [Lloyd Powell], n.p., [June 18537?].
Box-folder 1:5

Extent 4 pages.ASL.

Scope and Content

Expresses how much she misses him; discusses reading material.

Harriet Powell, "Locust Hill", [Loudoun County, Virginia], to "sister," n.p., 30 August 1853.
Box-folder 1:5



Extent 6 pages.ALS.

Scope and Content

Describes Aunt Ellen's [Powell Gray] recovery from an illness; much family news; describes wedding
that she went to ; expresses romantic interest in a Dr. Claggett; includes printed poems.

Harriet Powell, "Llangollen," [Virginial, to [Sister], n.p., 4 October 1853.
Box-folder 1:5

Extent 4 pages.ALS.

Scope and Content

Describes physical appearance of "Llangollen" as well as her feelings towards the place; reminisces
about when family lived in Virginia. And tells about all of old friends; much family news also.

Harriet Powell, "Llangollen," [Virginia], to Nina [Powell],n.p., 10 October 1853.
Box-folder 1:5

Extent 3 pages.ALS.

Scope and Content

Tells her little sister Nina about old friends and family; gives details of things she has been doing.

Including ALS from "Hatty" [Harriet Powell], "Llangollen," [Virginia], to "Mother," [Selina Powell], n.p.,
10 October 1853. Concerning warmer clothes; advantages of "flannel draws" over a "wadded
petticoat." 1 page.

M. C. Lee, Arlington, [Virginia], to Selina Powell, Louisville, [Kentucky], 10 October [1851-
1853].

Box-folder 1:5
Extent

3 pages.ALS. Including
Xcy.
Scope and Content

Says she has been extremely ill and so have many in the area; says she has been traveling in order
to improve her health; tells of her problems with Custis and his lessons; says Robert is still holding
his office in Washington but wishes to leave; asks how she likes "the West" and if her husband is
finding success; news of friends.

"Hatty" [Harriet Powell], Alexandria, [Virginia], to "Sister," n.p., 5 November [18]53.
Box-folder 1.5

Extent 4 pages.ALS.

Scope and Content

Reports Lucy's[?] death and grief everyone feels; Nelly[?] is to be baptized; other family news.

Papers, 1854.
Box-folder 1:6
Extent

15 items.

Charley [Charles L. Powell, Jr.] [Marshall County?] to "Sister," [Rebecca Powell],
[Baltimore, Maryland], [January, ante 1854].

Box-folder 1:6

Extent 2 pages.ALS.

Scope and Content

Tells of their Christmas and New Years celebrations.



Also includes ALS from "mother" S[elina] Powell,to [Re]Bec[ca] [Powell]. Expresses job that Rebecca
can be with her relatives in Baltimore; discusses the nature of receiving advice and making her own
decisions concerning her travel plans.

Harriet Powell, Henry, [lllinois], to "sister," n.p., 3 January 1854,
Box-folder 1:6
Extent 4 pages.ALS.

Scope and Content

Speaks of attending a party; mentions "matching up" procedures at party; family news; details
Christmas gifts.

Catharine Powell, Alexandria, [Virginia], to "son," n.p., 16 January [18]54.
Box-folder 1:6
Extent 4 pages.ALS.

Scope and Content

Mentions religious feelings; speaks of a railroad being built nearby; Virginia[?] had her annual get-
together on December 26; of family members; mentions a friend's visit to the Crystal Palace[?]; Mrs.
Augustine Washington had the first male child born at Mt. Vernon recently; much family news;
mentions [Rear Admiral] Leven Minn Powell.

"Hatty" [Harriet Powell], Alexandria, [Virginia], to "Sister," [Rebecca Powell], n.p., 9
March 1854.

Box-folder 1:6

Extent 4 pages.ALS.

Scope and Content

Mentions Brooks'[?] wedding; describes details of the wedding; much family news.

[Jane Janney], Baltimore, [Maryland], to [Re]Becca [Powell],n.p., 14[?] [March] 18[54].
Box-folder 1:6
Extent

4 pages.AL.
Incomplete.

Scope and Content

Tells of her day spent with Lizzie King and Jane Norris; describes a dinner given for a couple about to
get married; news of other friends.

C[harles] L. Powell,Alexandria, [Virginia], to "daughter,” [Rebecca Powell], [Henry,
Illinois], 30 March 1854.

Box-folder 1:6
Extent 4 pages.ALS.

Scope and Content

Mentions sicknesses of Nelson [Lloydland John [Lloyd]; speaks of a Douglas Forrest who attends Yale
College; has to take a boat to Washington, [D.C.]; gives price rates per acre of land at that time;
gives prices for a lot of land.

"Mother," [Selina Powell], Alexandria, [Virginial, to Nina [Powell],Henry, Illinois, 12 April
1854.

Box-folder 1:6
Extent 4 pages.ALS.

Scope and Content

Much family news about cousins Nannie and Fanny[?]; mentions Uncle Nelson's [LIoyd]recovery;
travels by omnibus.

Rebecca Powell, Henry, [lllinois], to "father," [Charles L. Powelll, Loudoun, [Virginial, 21



April 1854.
Box-folder 1:6
Extent 4 pages.ALS.
Scope and Content

Much family news; describes her garden and its contents; Regina[?] was married; Mr. Livingston[?]
requests influence of Charles L. Powell to obtain the Consulship of London through General
Baercel[?]; mentions Mr. McFaddin as being the mayor of Henry.

Charles L. Powell, Locust Hill, [Virginial, to Nina Powell, [Henry, lllinois], 1 May 1854.
Box-folder 1:6

Extent 4 pages.ALS.

Scope and Content

Much family news; describes the scenery at Locust Hill; some of Uncle George's[?] children have
chicken pox.

Description of Minna Powell's death bed by her sister, Rebecca Powell, [May 1854].
Box-folder 1:6

Scope and Content

[Identified as much of note added in unknown handwriting, possibly that of Selina Lloyd Hepburn.]

Lloyd Powell, [Henry, lllinois], to "Mother" [Selina (Lloyd) Powell], [Winchester, Virginial,
[post May 26, 1854].

Box-folder 1:6

Extent 2 pages.ALS.

Scope and Content

Description of Minna's gravesite; tells what he's doing to improve its appearance.

C[harles] L. Powell[Brother], East Hampton, [New York], to Nina [Powell],n.p., 8 October
1854.

Box-folder 1:6
Extent 2 pages.ALS.

Scope and Content

Describes trip to Niagara Falls; describes places visited in New York and where he lives; describes his
studies.

Cl[harles] L. Powell,brother, East Hampton, [New York], to "Nean," [Nina Powell], n.p., 14
October [1854].

Box-folder 1:6
Extent 3 pages.ALS.
Scope and Content

Describes courses he is studying at school; describes the first time he saw a man dive under water
and the suit he wore below water; staying at a boarding house.

Closing portion of father's sermon given at funeral of John Lloyd, Selina Lloyd Powell's
brother, 1854.

Box-folder 1:6
Extent 4 pages.AMS.

List of articles for Mrs. Selina Powell left in the estate of her father, [ca. 1854].
Box-folder 1:6

Scope and Content
John Lloyd who died in 1854; estimated price value are given.



Charles L. Powell, brother, East Hampton, [New York], to Nina [Powell],[Henry,
Illinois], [7?] January 1855.

Box-folder 1:6
Extent 2 pages.ALS.
Scope and Content

Describes study habits and classes; mentions prices of a ring and a clock; describes his financial
situation.

Ejasn]e Janney], Baltimore [Maryland], to [Re]Becca [Powell],n.p., 13 [January]
18]155.

Box-folder 1:6
Extent

4 pages.AL.
Incomplete.

Scope and Content

Describes in detail her Quaker wedding on December 14, 1854 in which she married Frank[?];
describes the festivities following the wedding.

C[harles] L. Powell,brother, East Hampton, [New York], to Nina [Powell],Henry,
Illinois, 21 January [1855].

Box-folder 1:6
Extent 4 pages.ALS.
Scope and Content

Nina's Christmas gift from Charles arrived safely; mentions wedding of a fellow student; serenaded the
couple with a "horse fiddle"; describes his activities in his spelling class; mentions plans to return home
in the spring.

C[harles] L. Powell,brother, Williston Seminary, East Hampton, [New York], to
Nina [Powell]l,[Henry, lllinois], 8 February [sic] [March] 1855.

Box-folder 1:6

Extent 4 pages.ALS.

Scope and Content

Expresses religious beliefs; lists prices for renting his room.

C[harles] L. Powell,Hartford [Connecticut], to Nina [Powell],[Henry, lllinois], 3
April 1855.

Box-folder 1:6
Extent 4 pages.ALS.
Scope and Content

Describes Charter Oak, an attraction in Hartford; describes his visit to an armory; staying with a Mr.
Parsons and describes his family.

Lloyd Powell, Henry, lllinois, to "Father" [Charles L. Powell], [Alexandria,
Virginial, 7 November [18]55.

Box-folder 1:6
Extent 4 pages.ALS.
Scope and Content

Discusses financial settlements he is making for his father concerning the house, lands, furniture; says
Uncle Fred and Uncle Neb are leaving Henry and they are all "disgusted" with Henry and that he thinks
his (father's) decision not to come back was wise; mentions the family move to Winchester, Virginia.



Papers, 1856.
Box-folder 2:1
Extent

12 items.

Lloyd Powell, Henry, lllinois, to "sister" [Rebecca Powell], [Winchester, Virginial, 14
January 1856.

Box-folder 2:1
Extent 4 pages.ALS.

Scope and Content

Describes their Christmas which was spent at Uncle Fred's and Aunt Lute's; describes a Christmas
ball and a New Year's ball in detail; says he has had some problems with dyspepsia; asks about
cousin Kate's wedding to a senator.

Lloyd Powell, Alton, Illlinois, to "Mother," Selina Powell, [Winchester, Virginial, 22 January
1856.

Box-folder 2:1
Extent 8 pages.ALS.

Scope and Content

Reports on Aunt Lib and Uncle R[?]'s new son, Richard; says he rented out their house in Henry; says
he has been away from "home" now for three months; and will not go to New Orleans, Mobile, and
Augusta; describes how he decorated Minna's grave, and expresses hope that her resting place will
soon be Virginia; asks about their school; sends money from a large profit he made selling land.

Lloyd Powell, Cairo, Illinois, to "sister” [Rebecca Powell], [Winchester, Virginia], 25
February 1856.

Box-folder 2:1

Scope and Content

Describes his visit to Louisville where he visited cousins and went to many social events; says that
the train ride from Kentucky was very rough traveling; says he will be in Vicksburg in a week and
then will go to Wilmington, North Carolina; Mobile, Alabama; New Orleans; and Memphis, Tennessee;
asks about family and friends.

Lloyd Powell, Lake Ponchartrain Steamer California [en route to Mobile, Alabamal], to
Hatty [Powell],[Winchester, Virginial, 12 March 1856.

Box-folder 2:1

Scope and Content

Describes his stay in Vicksburg, and his visit with Mr. And Mrs. Eilbeck Mason and Miss Louisa Fox;
says that he did not see Cousin John Russell while in New Orleans; discusses his travel plans; asks
about Hatty's teaching.

Lloyd Powell, New Orleans, [Louisiana], to "sister," [Rebecca Powell], [Winchester,
Virginial, 14 April 1856.

Box-folder 2:1
Extent 4 pages.ALS.
Scope and Content

Expresses joy that she is well from the influenza; says he has recently traveled to Portsmouth,
Virginia, the Carolinas, Georgia, Alabama and Mississippi; says he will now go to Texas; discusses
travel plans; asks her to pick out one of her friends for him; discusses Charlie's new job in St. Louis.

"Charley" [Charles L. Powell, Jr.], Saint Louis, [Missouri], to Nina [Powell],[Winchester,
Virginial, 4 May [18]56.

Box-folder 2:1
Extent 4 pages.ALS.



Scope and Content

Describes St. Louis and the Virginia House Hotel; inquires about the new scholars the family has
taken on; harasses Nina for not writing.

Including ANS from C[harles] L. Powell,Saint Louis, [Missouri], to Nina [Powell],[Winchester, Virginia],
4 May [18]56concerning his happiness about Nina joining the Church. 1 page.

Frank [George Francis Lloyd], Henry, lllinois, to [?], 9 May 1856.

Box-folder 2:1

Extent 3 pages.ALS.

Scope and Content

Describes hard times in lllinois; intent to move back to Virginia when business picks up; family news.

Catharine Powell, Bellvue [sic], [Alexandria?], [Virginia], to "granddaughter,” [Rebecca
Powell], n.p., 15 May [18]56.

Box-folder 2:1
Extent 4 pages.ALS.
Scope and Content

Speaks of influenza and other ilinesses prominent in the town; reports the death of Mr. Adies [?];
Ellen [Powell]is in Washington Infirmary; house is being renovated; family news.

Lloyd Powell, St. Louis, [Missouri], to Nina [Powell],[Winchester, Virginial. 7 June 1856.
Box-folder 2:1
Extent

4 pages.
Scope and Content

Says he just returned from Henry; says Charlie is on his way to Henry to start his new job in Uncle
Fred's store; describes Henry and the house they used to live in; reports that Uncle Fred is building a
house; gives new of Scholastics and Monsieur Carlo; says he will go to Pennsylvania next and then
visit them.

"Charles" [Charles L. Powell, Jr.], Henry, [lllinois], to Nina [Powell],Winchester, Virginia,
20 July 1856.

Box-folder 2:1
Extent 4 pages.ALS.
Scope and Content

Reports that Lloyd [Powelllis on his way to Virginia; describes their yard and home in Henry; yellow
fever is not a problem this year in lllinois; he went to a concert given by the Baleis.

Llolyd Powell, Pittsburg, Pennsylvania to "Sister" [Hattie Powell], [Winchester, Virginia],
9 November [18]56.

Box-folder 2:1
Extent 4 pages.ALS.
Scope and Content

Inquires about the "weddings fair"; discusses his travels and the loneliness involved in his job;
mentions his relief that the campaigns and elections are over; sends messages to friends at home.

C[harles] L. Powell, [Jr.],Henry, [lllinois], to Nina [Powell],Winchester, Virginia, 17
November 1856.

Box-folder 2:1
Extent 4 pages.ALS.

Scope and Content
Nina has begun studying Latin and learning how to draw; mentions the extension of the Chicago and



Pern canal down to Henry; much family news.

Papers, 1857.

Box-folder 2:1
Extent

16 items.

"Mother" [Selina Powell], Winchester, [Virginial, to Charlie [Charles L. Powell, Jr.],
[Henry, lllinois], 15 February [1857].

Box-folder 2:1
Extent 6 pages.AL.

Scope and Content

Tells what each family member is doing; discusses religion and the duties of a Christian; gives news
of friends who have joined the church; discusses Minna's grave; discusses letter writing; tells of
recent marriages and engagements; gives her philosophy on why he should not begin to chew
tobacco; news of family and friends.

Cl[harles] L. Powell, Jr.,Henry, lllinois, to Nina [Powell],[Winchester, Virginial, 22 February
1857.

Box-folder 2:1
Extent 3 pages.ALS.

Scope and Content

Makes reference to Valentine's Day and Washington's Birthday; mentions last year's parade and the
marching continentals; reports of bad rain storm that tore up the railroad track and caused problems
with mud and flooding; much family news.

Including ANS from C[harles] L. Powell, [Jr.],Henry, Illinois, to Nina [Powell],[Winchester, Virginia], 22
February 1857, telling her to turn to their one friend for strength and advice [God?]. 1 page.

Lloyd Powell, Saint Louis, Missouri, to Nina [Powell],[Winchester, Virginial, 22 February
[18]57.

Box-folder 2:1
Extent 4 pages.ALS.

Scope and Content

Describes a storm which kept him in Henry, lllinois, unable to travel; gives recent travel plans,
including a trip to Philadelphia by boat; gives news of friends and family in Henry; says many river
towns are flooded.

Lloyd Powell, Charleston, South Carolina, to "Mother" [Selina Lloyd Powell], [Winchester,
Virginial, 12 April [18]57.

Box-folder 2:1
Extent 2 pages.ALS.

Scope and Content

Gives news of relatives in Alexandria; tells his travel plans; says he finds the women of Virginia far
more appealing than those of South Carolina.

f[hi':\rles] L. Powell, [Jr.],Henry, lllinois, to Nina [Powell]l,[Winchester, Virginial], 14 June
18]57.

Box-folder 2:1
Extent 4 pages.ALS.
Scope and Content

Uncle Fred[?] and Aunt Lucy[?] are leaving for Virginia; sending his mother his daguerreotype, a
photograph; reports that Lloyd is in St. Louis; Bridget, a past boarder, had a little girl; much family
news.



S[elina] Powell,Capon Springs, [West Virginia]l, to Nina [Powell],[Winchester, Virginial,
[August 1857].

Box-folder 2:1
Extent 4 pages.ALS.

Scope and Content

Describes the family vacation and adventures; describes the baths; mentions the parties they have
attended; family news.

S[elina] Powell,Capen [sic] Sprin?s [Capon Springs], [West Virginia], to "Charley"
[Charles L. Powell, Jr.], [Henry, lllinois], 7 August 1857.

Box-folder 2:1
Extent 4 pages.ALS.

Scope and Content
Family is on vacation; describes activities and scenery at Capon Springs; much family news.

f:[hi':\rles] L. Powell, [Jr.],Henry, [lllinois], to Nina Powell, Winchester, Virginia, 9 August
18]57.

Box-folder 2:1
Extent 4 pages.ALS.

Scope and Content
Speaks about taking inventory at the store; much family news.

Selina Powell, Winchester, [Virginia] to Nina [Powell],22 August [18577?].
Box-folder 2:1
Extent 4 pages.ALS.

Scope and Content

Says they just got back from Capon; asks her not to take nitrate of silver for her headaches; says
they have all improved their health by the visit to Capon; says "brother" Nelson is now there hoping
the springs will help him; says they did not get the house that they wanted to rent; gives news of
friends; says Rebecca, Hatty, and Lloyd are there.

Including ALS from C[harles L.] Powellto Nina [Powell]. Says that he misses her and wishes she could
have been at Capon; asks about her headaches.

Lloyd Powell, Henry, lllinois, to "Mother" [Selina Lloyd Powell], [Winchester, Virginial, 12
October [18]57.

Box-folder 2:1
Extent 4 pages.ALS.

Scope and Content

Describes his travels from Baltimore to Henry; mentions shortage of money due to bank failures;
gives detailed news of the town, including improvements being made; news of Henry relatives;
mentions that the bank failures will result in fewer land dealings and therefore, less work for him;
asks about the young ladies of Winchester.

f[harle}s] L. Powell, Jr.,Henry, lllinois, to Nina Powell, Winchester, Virginia, 15 November
18577?].

Box-folder 2:1
Extent 4 pages.ALS.
Scope and Content

Inquires about Mr. Waler's[?] lectures; now attends the Methodist Church; reports of the adventures
during hunting season; mentions the new idea of pavement sidewalks.



Lloyd Powell, Henry, lllinois, to "Sister" [Hattie Powell], [Winchester, Virginial, 1
December 1857.

Box-folder 2:1
Extent 4 pages.ALS.
Scope and Content

Describes a severe snowstorm and its effects on Henry; tells how he spent Thanksgiving day;
describes their new cook with whom he is infatuated; mentions the death of Robert Conrad[?]; gives
messages of friends in Winchester.

S[elina] Powell,Winchester, [Virginial, to "Charlie," [Charles L. Powell, Jr.], [Henry,
Illinois], 9 December 1857.

Box-folder 2:1
Extent 4 pages.ALS.
Scope and Content

Reports of Nina getting her teeth straightened; describes method; reports that the number of scarlet
fever cases is greatly reduced; she is very busy with the boarding school; tells of a fight between
Charlie McCormick and a police officer; mentions Hunter Holmes McGuire; family news.

S[elina] Powell,Winchester, [Virginial, to "daughter" [Nina Powell] n.p., n.d. [18577?].
Box-folder 2:1

Extent 3 pages.ALS.

Scope and Content

Discusses the death of Robert[?] and the reaction of the town; gives news of friends; sends her love
to her mother and relatives; wants to know what Dr. Chase said about her teeth.

"Mother" S[elina] Powell,n.p., to Nina [Powell],n.p., n.d. [18577?].
Box-folder 2:1

Extent 1 page.ALS.

Scope and Content

Writes about Nina's plans to go home; says she is concerned about her traveling when her teeth are
in such a condition.

Papers, 1858

Box-folder 2:2
Extent

20 items.

C[harles] L. Powell, [Jr.],Henry, lllinois, to Nina [Powell],Winchester, Virginia, 17 January
1858.

Box-folder 2:2
Extent 4 pages.ALS.
Scope and Content

Refers to the general "hard times" everyone is experiencing; describes farm activities; much family
news; describes how to make a mousetrap.

Lloyd Powell, Henry, lllinois, to "Mother," [Selina Lloyd Powell], [Winchester, Virginia]l, 22
January [18]58.

Box-folder 2:2
Extent 4 pages.ALS.
Scope and Content

Describes midwest weather and the usual fall-like temperatures; says that they are all much
healthier because of the mild weather; says ties are hard and the bank in Henry just closed, but that
the town is continuing to improve; asks about Mrs. Powell's occupation, teaching; mentions the death



of Rob[er]t Conradand describes his character; messages to family members.

C[harles] L. Powell, [Jr.],Henry, [lllinois], to Nina [Powell],Winchester, [Virginia], 1 March
1858.

Box-folder 2:2
Extent 4 pages.ALS.

Scope and Content

Reports of freezing temperatures of -15 F and snow in Henry; mentions of sleighing in the snow;
reports story of a bank robbery.

C[harles] L. Powell, [Jr.],Henry, lllinois, to "Father," [Charles L. Powell, Sr.], [Winchester,
Virginia], 15 March [18]58.

Box-folder 2:2
Extent 4 pages.ALS.

Scope and Content

Reports of Lloyd's [Powell]trip to St. Louis to try and find Charles a job; much family news; mentions
a Mr. Lombard who plans to return to Henry and open a bank of issue.

Lloyd Powell, aboard steamer ]J. C. Swon[?] at Cairo, lllinois, to "Sister" [Hattie Powell],
[Winchester, Virginial, 28 March [18]58.

Box-folder 2:2
Extent 4 pages.ALS.

Scope and Content

Discusses who owes him letters from home; says he could not find a job for Charley [Charles L.
Powell, Jr.?] in St. Louis because of the poor economy; gives news of Randolph Powell, of St. Louis,
and John Webb Powell, of Utah; says he will be home during the summer.

S[elina] Powell,Winchester, [Virginia], to "Charlie," [Charles L. Powell, Jr.], [Henry,
Illinois], 3 April 1858.

Box-folder 2:2
Extent 4 pages.ALS.

Scope and Content

Mentions that she missed his birthday with a card but thought of him that day; expresses religious
feelings and beliefs; family news; lists people recently confirmed in the Church; outbreak of typhus
fever at the University[?].

Lloyd Powell, Mobile, Alabama, to Nina [Powell],[Winchester, Virginial, 22 April [18]58.
Box-folder 2:2
Extent 4 pages.ALS.

Scope and Content

Tells of his travels; describes Memphis, Tennessee; gives news of "cousin" Will[ialm Powellwho
resides in Memphis; gives news of Mr. And Mrs. Mason, residing in Vicksburg; describes Leake County
where he sold some of his Uncle Nelson's land; gives news of "cousin" john Wilson of New Orleans
and of "cousin" John Chilton, who may send his daughter Sarah to school in Virginia; tells his travel
plans, stating he will be in Virginia in a month; gives news to family and friends.

C[harles] L. Powell, [Jr.],Henry, lllinois, to Nina Powell, Winchester, Virginia, 10 May
1858.

Box-folder 2:2
Extent 4 pages.ALS.
Scope and Content

Describes scenery where he is; tells of a May party that some school girls had; describes his boat
riding trip; family news; mentions arrival of Mr. Winn, the new Presbyterian minister.



S[elina] Powell,Winchester, [Virginia] to "Charlie," [Charles L. Powell, Jr.], [Henry,
Illinois], 6 July 1858.

Box-folder 2:2
Extent 4 pages.ALS.
Scope and Content

Reports having been sick with a bad cold; much family news; Nina has problems with other
schoolgirls because her parents operate the school; trying to plan Charlie's return home for the
summer.

C[harles] L. Powell, [Jr.],Henry, [lllinois], to Nina [Powell],[Winchester, Virginia], 7 July
1858.

Box-folder 2:2
Extent 4 pages.ALS.
Scope and Content

Asks about fourth of July entertainment; Mr. Winn gave an exceptional sermon; Uncle Richard[?]
bought a piano and a side-saddle; family news.

C[harles] L. Powell, [Jr.],Henry, [lllinois], to Nina [Powell],[Winchester, Virginia], 27
August 1858.

Box-folder 2:2
Extent 4 pages.ALS.

Scope and Content

Inquires about boarding students; inquires about vacations at Capon [Springs, West Virginia]; tells of
his success at duck hunting; family news; mentions [Stephen A.] Douglas.

Lloyd Powell, Henry, lllinois, to "Mother" [Selina Lloyd Powell], [Winchester, Virginial, 29
August [18]58.

Box-folder 2:2
Extent 3 pages.ALS.

Scope and Content

Gives news of Uncle R[ichard]'sand Uncle Fred's families; says that Frank's baby is still ill; gives news
of Hammond and Min[na]; comments that he will not see his family for another year; gives news of
Charlie [Charles L. Powell, Jr.] and his employment possibilities; asks about Uncle Neb of Clark,
[Virginia?].

S[elina] Powell,Winchester, [Virginia]l, to "Charlie," [Charles L. Powell, Jr.], [Henry,
Illinois], 26 September 1858.

Box-folder 2:2
Extent 4 pages.ALS.
Scope and Content

Gives her opinion about chewing tobacco, smoking, and other bad habits; incorporates religious duty
into her opinion; some family news.

"Mother" S[elina] Powell,Winchester, [Virginia], to Charlie [Charles L. Powell, Jr.], n.p., 28
September [1858?].

Box-folder 2:2

Extent 3 pages.ALS.

Scope and Content

Discusses his habit of chewing tobacco and how he should discipline himself to quit.

Lloyd Powell, Henry, lllinois, to "Sister" [Hattie Powell], [Winchester, Virginia], 20
October 1858.

Box-folder 2:2
Extent 4 pages.ALS.
Scope and Content
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in Boston; says they will stay at Mrs. Taber's for the winter; gives news of Charlie [Charles L. Powell,
Jr.]; comments on the involvement of women in politics in Henry; news of friends; comments on the
decreased enrollment at the family school, saying they will at least have a lighter workload; mentions
Stephen A. Douglas.

S[elina] Powell,Winchester, [Virginial, to "Charlie," [Charles L. Powell, Jr.], [Henry,
Illinois], 28 October 1858.

Box-folder 2:2
Extent 4 pages.ALS.
Scope and Content

Expresses her disappointment in Charlie's having tasted tobacco; tells him that he is doing wrong to
continue this habit; voices many religious views.

C[harles] L. Powell, [Jr.],Henry, lllinois, to Nina Powell, Winchester, Virginia, 5 December
1858.

Box-folder 2:2
Extent 4 pages.ALS.

Scope and Content
Reports that river is flooding the town; talks of Christmas holidays; family news.

Lloyd Powell, Henry, [lllinois], to Nina [Powell],[Winchester, Virginial, 16 December 1858.
Box-folder 2:2

Extent 4 pages.ALS.

Scope and Content

A birthday letter for Nina's sixteenth birthday; describes the weather; much family news; Min[?] is
the "editress" of the "Minnehaha"; tells of the affairs of a Miss Amandal?].

C[harles] L. Powell, [Jr.],Henry, lllinois, to "mother," [Selina Powell], [Winchester,
Virginial, 19 December 1858.

Box-folder 2:2
Extent 4 pages.ALS.
Scope and Content

Gives account of how he spends his days with emphasis on his Sunday activities; tried to quit
chewing tobacco but couldn't; tells of episode where Uncle Richard[?] lost his saddle bags in the
town of Bradford; river was frozen and people are ice skating; family news.

"Mother" S[elina] Powell,Winchester, [Virginia], to Charlie, Charles Powell, Jr., [Henry,
lllinois], [December 1856-58].

Box-folder 2:2
Extent 4 pages.ALS.
Scope and Content

Tells where the girls boarding with them are going for Christmas; describes their Christmas plans;
recollects their last Christmas with Minna; gives reli