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1 Linear Feet
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Special Collections Research Center
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Conditions Governing Access

Collection is open to all researchers. Manuscript collections and archival records may contain materials with
sensitive or confidential information that is protected under federal or state right to privacy laws and
regulations, such as the Virginia Public Records Act (Code of Virginia. § 42.1-76-91); and the Virginia Freedom
of Information Act (Code of Virginia § 2.2-3705.5). Confidential material may include, but is not limited to,
educational, medical, and personnel records. If sensitive material is found in this collection, please contact a
staff member immediately. The disclosure of personally identifiable information pertaining to a living
individual may have legal consequences for which the College of William and Mary assumes no
responsibility.

Conditions Governing Use

Before publishing quotations or excerpts from any materials, permission must be obtained from the Curator
of Manuscripts and Rare Books, and the holder of the copyright, if not Swem Library.

Immediate Source of Acquisition

Purchased with the assistance of the Nelle Richardson Tonkin Fund.

Preferred Citation
Charles Minnigerod mammoth plate portrait, Special Collections Research Center, William & Mary Libraries.

Biographical / Historical

Charles Frederick Ernest Minnegerod was a William & Mary professor of Latin and Greek and rector of Saint
Paul's Episcopal Church in Richmond, Virginia during the American Civil War. Under his tenure at the church,
it included parishioners such as Robert E. Lee and Jefferson Davis, the latter whom of which he baptized.

Minnegerod was born August 6, 1814 in Ahrensburg, Westphalia, now the Federal Republic of Germany. He
attended the University of Giessen in 1832 where he studied law. He was influenced by the shifting
revolutionary ideals circulating in the region at the time, and was arrested for his political activities in 1834.
He was released under house arrest to his family. After he served his sentence, he immigrated to the United
States of America in 1839 in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

Minnigerod became professor of Latin and Greek at the College of William & Mary in 1842 and served on the
Board of Visitors 1871-1893. He joined the Episcopal Church in 1843 after his marriage to Mary Carter and
became a priest of the church in 1847. He accepted the position of rector at Saint Paul's Episcopal Church in
Richmond in 1856. During his tenure in the position, he provided religious counsel to Confederate leaders in
Richmond throughout the American Civil War. He provided the blessing for the inauguruation of Jefferson
Davis in 1862 and conducted multiple burials of Confederate leadership, including J.E.B. Stuart.

After the war, Minnigerod served communion to Jefferson Davis during his imprisonment and delivered the
memorial address after Davis' death at Saint Paul's in 1889. Minnigerod retired from his position to
Alexandria, Virginia in 1889 and died October 13, 1894.

Content Description

A hand-colored mammoth plate portrait of Charles Minnigerod, 1814-1894, rector of Saint Paul's Episcopal
Church in Richmond, Virginia during the American Civil War. The image was photographed by the Anderson
Art Palace, operated by photographer David H. Anderson, 1827-1905. The photograph is undated, but was
taken during the operation of the Anderson Art Palace in Richmond, Virginia, 1865-1879.
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Arrangement

The collection is arranged at the file level.
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