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Scope and Contents
The diaries of Thomas Scattergood (1841-1907). Scattergood was a business man in the Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania area. He was active in the Society of Friends (Quakers), on the Board of the local asylum,
treasurer of the Colored Institute, and involved in many civic affairs. He was a teetotaler. He was involved in
the incorporation of the Sharpless Dyewood Extracts Company. In the period of these diaries, Scattergood
was married to Sarah Garrett Scattergood and had three children, Anna, Alfred and Joseph Henry (known as
Henry). The diary contains tintypes of his children, tales of his business ventures, details of illnesses,
accounts of Friends Meetings, his day to day business, a record of notable and local deaths, and depictions of
family vacations. Scattergood writes every day except for a few times during vacation and sickness. His
entries include descriptions of the weather and a thermometer reading. Some notable entries include a vivid
dream about heaven, a description of the pain of passing a gall of kidney stone, a private meeting with
President Grover Cleveland in January of 1889, and his attendance at the opening of Bryn Mawr College.
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