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Conditions Governing Access:
Collection is open to all researchers. Manuscript collections and archival records may contain materials with
sensitive or confidential information that is protected under federal or state right to privacy laws and
regulations, such as the Virginia Public Records Act (Code of Virginia. § 42.1-76-91); and the Virginia Freedom
of Information Act (Code of Virginia § 2.2-3705.5). Confidential material may include, but is not limited to,
educational, medical, and personnel records. If sensitive material is found in this collection, please contact a
staff member immediately. The disclosure of personally identifiable information pertaining to a living
individual may have legal consequences for which the College of William and Mary assumes no
responsibility.
Conditions Governing Use:
Before reproducing or quoting from any materials, in whole or in part, permission must be obtained from the
Special Collections Research Center, and the holder of the copyright, if not Swem Library.
Acquisition Information:
Purchase.
Processing Information:
Accessioned and minimally processed in February 2010 by Ute Schechter, Warren E. Burger Archivist.
Preferred Citation:
Henry J. Barber Diary, Special Collections Research Center, Swem Library, College of William and Mary.

Biographical Information:
Further information about this individual or organization may be available in the Special Collections Research
Center Wiki: http://scdbwiki.swem.wm.edu/wiki/index.php/Henry_J._Barber.

Scope and Contents
Five-year diary, 1932-1936, of a teenage boy, Henry Barber (1918-2002) of Pittsfield, Massachusetts. There
are a couple of entries for 1937 on loose pieces of paper as well. In brief daily entries, Henry describes his
daily activities, like going to school, collecting stamps, reading, going to ball games, riding his bike and
listening to the radio. He wrote most days in 1934, 1935 and 1936 and less often in 1932 and 1933. Also
included are a few loose pages, on which he noted the titles of books and magazines, and kept track of his
leisure activities and hobbies.
For excerpts, provided by the seller, please see folder link below.
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Scope and Contents
The following excerpts were provided by the seller: "Jan 24, 1935 - Went to school in taxi as it was cold.
Received stamps. Did homework. Listened to radio. Looked over cachet list. Read stamp offers. Am
getting another cold. Jan 28, 1935 - Didn't go to school today. Received Benedict Arnold cachet. Pasted
15 stamps in album. Wrote for Boy Scout cachet. Sent stamps back to Charles Murphy. Read and listened
to the radio. April 3, 1934 - Today is my birthday. I am 16. Got swell presents from everyone. Felt a little
better today. Had birthday cake and ice cream for supper. September 17, 1934 - Read Wild West
Weekly, which Dad bought for me yesterday. Played cards. Got American Boy. Worked on Airplane.
Listened to radio. October 7, 1935 - Listened to World Series game. Tigers won game 4-3 and Series 4-2.
I won 20 cents on them. Received a selection of stamps from Charles Murphy. Started taking new
medicine. "
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