
Skipwith, Robert Diaries
Robert Skipwith Diaries

1834-1898

Title Statement
Skipwith, Robert DiariesGuide to the Robert Skipwith Diaries Mss. 65 Sk4
Author: Finding Aid Authors: Special Collections Staff.

Publication Statement
Publisher: Special Collections Research Center

William & Mary Special Collections Research Center
Earl Gregg Swem Library
400 Landrum Dr
Williamsburg, Virginia
Business Number: 757-221-3090
spcoll@wm.edu
URL: https://libraries.wm.edu/libraries-spaces/special-collections

2007-07-07

Profile Description
Creation: This finding aid was produced using ArchivesSpace on 2025-05-15 13:14:01 -0400.
Language Usage: The collection description/finding aid is written in English.
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Unit ID
Mss. 65 Sk4
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Unit Date
1834-1898
Language
English
Creator
Skipwith, Robert
Extent
14.00 Items
Repository
Special Collections Research Center
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Conditions Governing Access:
Collection is open to all researchers. Manuscript collections and archival records may contain materials with
sensitive or confidential information that is protected under federal or state right to privacy laws and
regulations, such as the Virginia Public Records Act (Code of Virginia. § 42.1-76-91); and the Virginia Freedom
of Information Act (Code of Virginia § 2.2-3705.5). Confidential material may include, but is not limited to,
educational, medical, and personnel records. If sensitive material is found in this collection, please contact a
staff member immediately. The disclosure of personally identifiable information pertaining to a living
individual may have legal consequences for which the College of William and Mary assumes no
responsibility.
Conditions Governing Use:
Before publishing quotations or excerpts from any materials, permission must be obtained from the Special
Collections Research Center, and the holder of the copyright, if not Swem Library. Photocopying of these
diaries is not permitted.
Acquisition Information:
Deposit
Preferred Citation:
Robert Skipwith Diaries, Special Collections Research Center, Swem Library, College of William and Mary.

Biographical Information:
Robert Skipwith (1810-1904) was born at Amelia County, Va., the son of George and Mary Murray and spent
his life in Goochland County, Va., Richmond, Va. and in Powhatan County, Va. He apparently attended the
University of Virginia and worked from 1840-1846 on the James River and Kanawha Canal and in
Pennsylvania during early 1847. Skipwith married Jane Rolfe Bolling (1809-1867) on July 7, 1847 in
Goochland County, and settled at "Bolling Hall," Goochland County, where he remained until Jane's death in
1867. He later moved to Richmond and married Lizzie Jones, then purchased a home, "South East,"
Powhatan County, and was living there in 1898.

Scope and Contents
Diaries, 1834-1898, of Robert Skipwith kept in Goochland County, Va., Richmond, Va. and Powhatan County,
Va. Much of Skipwith's life is documented by these 14 diaries and topics include weather, personal affairs
(the loss of his wife, and his aging), farming, social life in his neighborhood, the Civil War, Reconstruction,
and Virginia politics. He often included genealogical information on individuals when he recorded their
deaths.
Skipwith's 1862-1865 diary has been digitized and can be accessed by clicking on the "View associated
digital content" link below.  The original is housed in the Special Collections Research Center.  Privately
owned Skipwith diaries have also been digitized and made available in the same location with permission of
the owner.

Related Materials:
Robert Skipwith Papers (Mss. 74s Sk3), Special Collections Research Center, Swem Library, College of
William and Mary.
Robert Skipwith Diaries (Originals Privately Owned and Held Outside of Swem Library - Digitized Copies
Available)
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Description of Subordinate Components
Series 1: Newspaper Clippings
Unit ID id230166
Unit ID /repositories/2/archival_objects/401186

Box 1
Unit ID id230163
Unit ID /repositories/2/archival_objects/401188
Mixed Materials 1 (Box)

Newspaper Clippings - Skipwith and Bolling Families
Unit ID id230164
Unit ID /repositories/2/archival_objects/401193
Mixed Materials 1 (Box)
Container 1 (Folder)

Newspaper Clippings - Robert Skipwith
Unit ID id230165
Unit ID /repositories/2/archival_objects/401194
Mixed Materials 1 (Box)
Container 2 (Folder)

Scrapbook of Newspaper Clippings
Unit ID id230192
Unit ID /repositories/2/archival_objects/401189
Unit Date 1840's - 1880's
Mixed Materials 3 (Box)
Container 6 (Folder)
Scope and Contents
Newspaper clippings glued into a book.

Series 2: Diaries
Unit ID id230167
Unit ID /repositories/2/archival_objects/401187

Box 1
Unit ID id230168
Unit ID /repositories/2/archival_objects/401190
Mixed Materials 1 (Box)

Diary
Unit ID id230169
Unit ID /repositories/2/archival_objects/401195
Unit Date 1821, 1834-1836, 1842-1843, 1846-1847, 1881-1883
Mixed Materials 1 (Box)
Container 3 (Folder)
Scope and Contents

Mixture of school notes, copies of letters, diary, personal journal and farm journal.



Mixture of school notes, copies of letters, diary, personal journal and farm journal.

Diary - Transcription of 1834 Entries
Unit ID id230170
Unit ID /repositories/2/archival_objects/401196
Unit Date 1834
Mixed Materials 1 (Box)
Container 4 (Folder)

Diary
Unit ID id230171
Unit ID /repositories/2/archival_objects/401197
Unit Date 1854-1859
Mixed Materials 1 (Box)
Container 5 (Folder)

Diary
Unit ID id230172
Unit ID /repositories/2/archival_objects/401198
Unit Date 1859, 1862-1865
Mixed Materials 1 (Box)
Container 6 (Folder)
Scope and Contents
Photocopy is in Box 3, Folder 5

Diary - Transcripton of 1862 Entries
Unit ID id230173
Unit ID /repositories/2/archival_objects/401199
Unit Date 1862
Mixed Materials 1 (Box)
Container 7 (Folder)

Diary
Unit ID id230174
Unit ID /repositories/2/archival_objects/401200
Unit Date 1866, 1891
Mixed Materials 1 (Box)
Container 8 (Folder)
Scope and Contents
Entries are for 1861 with an 1891 draft letter to Hon. Judge W.P. Dabney of Powhatan about his
recollection of the Virginia Legislature in 1830 and 1831.

Diary
Unit ID id230175
Unit ID /repositories/2/archival_objects/401201
Unit Date 1867-1869, 1870
Mixed Materials 1 (Box)
Container 9 (Folder)



Box 2
Unit ID id230178
Unit ID /repositories/2/archival_objects/401191
Mixed Materials 2 (Box)

Diary
Unit ID id230179
Unit ID /repositories/2/archival_objects/401202
Unit Date 1868-1872
Mixed Materials 2 (Box)
Container 1 (Folder)

Diary
Unit ID id230180
Unit ID /repositories/2/archival_objects/401203
Unit Date 1872-1874
Mixed Materials 2 (Box)
Container 2 (Folder)

Accounts and Diary
Unit ID id230181
Unit ID /repositories/2/archival_objects/401204
Unit Date 1799-1805, 1874-1876
Mixed Materials 2 (Box)
Container 3 (Folder)
Scope and Contents
The first 28 pages of book includes accounts of George N. Skipwith for 1799-1805, and the remaining
pages are the 1874-1876 diary.

Diary
Unit ID id230182
Unit ID /repositories/2/archival_objects/401205
Unit Date 1886-1888
Mixed Materials 2 (Box)
Container 4 (Folder)

Diary
Unit ID id230183
Unit ID /repositories/2/archival_objects/401206
Unit Date 1888-1889
Mixed Materials 2 (Box)
Container 5 (Folder)

Box 3
Unit ID id230184
Unit ID /repositories/2/archival_objects/401192
Mixed Materials 3 (Box)



Diary
Unit ID id230185
Unit ID /repositories/2/archival_objects/401207
Unit Date 1883-1886
Mixed Materials 3 (Box)
Container 1 (Folder)

Diary
Unit ID id230186
Unit ID /repositories/2/archival_objects/401208
Unit Date 1892-1894
Mixed Materials 3 (Box)
Container 2 (Folder)

Diary
Unit ID id230187
Unit ID /repositories/2/archival_objects/401209
Unit Date 1894-1896
Mixed Materials 3 (Box)
Container 3 (Folder)

Diary
Unit ID id230188
Unit ID /repositories/2/archival_objects/401210
Unit Date 1896
Mixed Materials 3 (Box)
Container 4 (Folder)

Diary - Photocopy
Unit ID id230189
Unit ID /repositories/2/archival_objects/401211
Unit Date 1859, 1862-1865
Mixed Materials 3 (Box)
Container 5 (Folder)
Scope and Contents
Photocopy of original, which is filed in Box 1, folder 6.
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