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Descriptive Summary
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Conditions Governing Access:
Collection is open to all researchers. Manuscript collections and archival records may contain materials with
sensitive or confidential information that is protected under federal or state right to privacy laws and
regulations, such as the Virginia Public Records Act (Code of Virginia. § 42.1-76-91); and the Virginia Freedom
of Information Act (Code of Virginia § 2.2-3705.5). Confidential material may include, but is not limited to,
educational, medical, and personnel records. If sensitive material is found in this collection, please contact a
staff member immediately. The disclosure of personally identifiable information pertaining to a living
individual may have legal consequences for which the College of William and Mary assumes no
responsibility.
Conditions Governing Use:
Before reproducing or quoting from any materials, in whole or in part, permission must be obtained from the
Special Collections Research Center, and the holder of the copyright, if not Swem Library.
Preferred Citation:
St. John's Protestant Episcopal Church (Portsmouth, Va.) Minute Book, 1925-1929, Special Collections
Research Center, William & Mary Libraries.

Historical Note:
In 1845, vestry members from Trinity Church in Portsmouth, Virginia, and other parishioners, opposing
certain Oxford movement teachings, initiated the creation of St. John's Church. In 1848, Bishop William
Meade and the Diocesan Council approved the new church's formation in 1848. The first church was
completed in 1850 at Court and London Streets with Rev. James Chisholm as its first rector. In 1897, the
church received a permit to build its current building at London and Washington Streets. (Source: St. John's
Church website, "https://www.stjohnsportsmouth.org/," accessed 2026 January 29)
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Minute book, 1925-1929, of the vestry of St. John's Protestant Episcopal Church in Portsmouth, Virginia.
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