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Conditions Governing Access:
Collection is open to all researchers. Manuscript collections and archival records may contain materials with
sensitive or confidential information that is protected under federal or state right to privacy laws and
regulations, such as the Virginia Public Records Act (Code of Virginia. § 42.1-76-91); and the Virginia Freedom
of Information Act (Code of Virginia § 2.2-3705.5). Confidential material may include, but is not limited to,
educational, medical, and personnel records. If sensitive material is found in this collection, please contact a
staff member immediately. The disclosure of personally identifiable information pertaining to a living
individual may have legal consequences for which the College of William and Mary assumes no
responsibility.
Conditions Governing Use:
Before reproducing or quoting from any materials, in whole or in part, permission must be obtained from the
Special Collections Research Center, and the holder of the copyright, if not Swem Library.
Acquisition Information:
Gift
Preferred Citation:
William Faulkner Papers, Special Collections Research Center, Swem Library, College of William and Mary.

Biographical Information:
William Cuthbert Faulkner (September 25, 1897 - July 6, 1962) was an American novelist and poet whose
works feature his native state of Mississippi. He is regarded as one of the most influential writers of the
twentieth century and was awarded the 1949 Nobel Prize for Literature. Faulkner's writing is often criticized
as being dense, meandering and difficult to understand due to his heavy use of such literary techniques as
symbolism, allegory, multiple narrators and points of view, non-linear narrative, and especially stream of
consciousness. Faulkner was known for an experimental style with meticulous attention to diction and
cadence, in contrast to the minimalist understatement of his peer Ernest Hemingway. Faulkner is sometimes
lauded as the inventor of the "stream-of-consciousness" technique in fiction, although this is misleading;
other writers, specifically the French novelists of the nineteenth century, probably used this technique first,
although Faulkner, once he had discovered this way of writing, used it on a regular basis for the rest of his
career, and is by far the most acclaimed American writer in this area. Along with Mark Twain and possibly
Tennessee Williams, Faulkner is considered to be one of the most important Southern writers. Although his
work came out on a regular basis from the mid-1920s until the late 1940s, he was relatively unknown before
receiving the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1949, but his work is now favored by the general public and critics.
Further information about this individual or organization may be available in the Special Collections Research
Center Wiki: http://scdbwiki.swem.wm.edu/wiki/index.php/William_Cuthbert_Faulkner.

Scope and Contents
Material collected by Dr. Adwin Wigfall Green of the University of Mississippi for preparation of his book
written with James W. Webb, William Faulkner of Oxford. Included are letters to Green by Faulkner's daughter
Jill Faulkner Summers; Jack Stone, a childhood friend of Faulkner; Dorothy Williams, a friend of Faulkner; and
Murry Falkner, William Faulkner's brother; photostats of several letters, advertisements and a speech written
by Faulkner; newspaper clippings; and periodical articles.
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