
Thompson, Benjamin Papers
Benjamin Thompson Papers

1810-1896

Title Statement
Thompson, Benjamin PapersGuide to the Benjamin Thompson Papers MS 00170
Author: Finding Aid Authors: Special Collections Research Center Staff.

Publication Statement
Publisher: Special Collections Research Center

William & Mary Special Collections Research Center
Earl Gregg Swem Library
400 Landrum Dr
Williamsburg, Virginia
Business Number: 757-221-3090
spcoll@wm.edu
URL: https://libraries.wm.edu/libraries-spaces/special-collections

2011-06-01

Profile Description
Creation: This finding aid was produced using ArchivesSpace on 2025-05-15 12:35:00 -0400.
Language Usage: The collection description/finding aid is written in English

Descriptive Summary
Unit ID
MS 00170
Unit ID
/repositories/2/resources/3323
Unit Date
1810-1896
Language
English
Extent
0.25 Linear Feet
Repository
Special Collections Research Center

Administrative Information

https://libraries.wm.edu/libraries-spaces/special-collections


Conditions Governing Access:
Collection is open to all researchers. Manuscript collections and archival records may contain materials with
sensitive or confidential information that is protected under federal or state right to privacy laws and
regulations, such as the Virginia Public Records Act (Code of Virginia. § 42.1-76-91); and the Virginia Freedom
of Information Act (Code of Virginia § 2.2-3705.5). Confidential material may include, but is not limited to,
educational, medical, and personnel records. If sensitive material is found in this collection, please contact a
staff member immediately. The disclosure of personally identifiable information pertaining to a living
individual may have legal consequences for which the College of William and Mary assumes no
responsibility.
Conditions Governing Use:
Before reproducing or quoting from any materials, in whole or in part, permission must be obtained from the
Special Collections Research Center, and the holder of the copyright, if not Swem Library.
Processing Information:
Accessioned and minimally processed by Benjamin Bromley in June 2011. Processed and finding aid
completed by Jonathan Katora, special collections volunteer in August 2011.
Preferred Citation:
Benjamin Thompson Papers, Special Collections Research Center, Swem Library, College of William and Mary

Biographical Information:
Further information about this individual or organization may be available in the Special Collections Research
Center Wiki: http://scdbwiki.swem.wm.edu/wiki/index.php/Benjamin_Thompson.

Scope and Contents
Diaries and legal documents, 1810-1896, written by Benjamin Thompson (1810-1870) and Otis Thompson
(1879-1896) of Topsham, Maine. Diaries include description of his life as a teenager working on a farm,
people with whom he interacted, towns he visited, and the sermons at his church. There are also diaries of
his life as a teacher, which include daily notes on what he taught. There are also descriptions of a trip that
Thompson took to Ohio.
The legal documents related to Benjamin Thompson include work as an estate appraiser, town Selectman,
Surveyor, and Justice of the Peace. They include local survey, bankruptcy, and estate documents for people
in Topsham.
The legal documents related to Otis Thompson include work as an adminstrator and Justice of the Peace.
They include power of attorney, deed, court evidence, and correspondence papers. Some names mentioned
are Joseph B. Seeley, Luther Hall, Daniel Graves, Nathaniel Groton, John Hunter, Charles B. Hunter, Arnold
Wentsworth, Benjamin Jaques, Mary Wilson, Hugh Wilson, James B. Lowell, John B. Morse, Robert P. Whitney,
James Barker, Jane Morang, John Mallet, Walter Bash, Charlie Pierce, Melvin Smith, Thankful Brown, Fidelia
Thompson, and Nathaniel Green.

Keywords
Diaries
Maine--Description and travel
Maine--Social life and customs--19th century
Education--Maine
Legal documents
Maine--History--19th century
Teenage boys--Diaries
Teenagers--Maine
Young men -- Diaries

Description of Subordinate Components
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Diaries
Unit ID /repositories/2/archival_objects/244038
Unit Date 1810-1866
Mixed Materials 1 (Box)
Container 1 (folder)

Legal Inventories and Receipts
Unit ID /repositories/2/archival_objects/244039
Unit Date 1841-1872
Mixed Materials 1 (Box)
Container 2 (folder)

Legal Documents
Unit ID /repositories/2/archival_objects/244040
Unit Date 1837-1869
Mixed Materials 1 (Box)
Container 3 (folder)

Appointments
Unit ID /repositories/2/archival_objects/244041
Unit Date 1869-1870
Mixed Materials 1 (Box)
Container 4 (folder)

Surveyor Documents
Unit ID /repositories/2/archival_objects/244042
Unit Date 1841-1849
Mixed Materials 1 (Box)
Container 5 (folder)

Otis Thompson Documents
Unit ID /repositories/2/archival_objects/244043
Unit Date 1879-1895
Mixed Materials 1 (Box)
Container 6 (folder)
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