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Conditions Governing Access:
Collection is open to all researchers. Manuscript collections and archival records may contain materials with
sensitive or confidential information that is protected under federal or state right to privacy laws and
regulations, such as the Virginia Public Records Act (Code of Virginia. § 42.1-76-91); and the Virginia Freedom
of Information Act (Code of Virginia § 2.2-3705.5). Confidential material may include, but is not limited to,
educational, medical, and personnel records. If sensitive material is found in this collection, please contact a
staff member immediately. The disclosure of personally identifiable information pertaining to a living
individual may have legal consequences for which the College of William and Mary assumes no
responsibility.
Conditions Governing Use:
Before reproducing or quoting from any materials, in whole or in part, permission must be obtained from the
Special Collections Research Center, and the holder of the copyright, if not Swem Library.
Acquisition Information:
Presented
Processing Information:
Processed by Tom Scott in 1987.
Preferred Citation:
Lawrence I'Anson Papers, Special Collections Research Center, Swem Library, College of William and Mary.

Biographical Information:
Lawrence Warren I'Anson was born April 21, 1907 in Portsmouth, Virginia. He received his Bachelor of Arts
degree from the College of William and Mary in 1928 and his LL.B. at the University of Virginia in 1931.
Admitted to the bar in 1931, he began practice in Portsmouth the same year. From 1938 to 1941, he was
Commonwealth's Attorney for the city of Portsmouth and, in 1941, became judge of the Hustings Court there.
Judge I'Anson remained in that position until he was elected to the Supreme Court of Appeals on September
3, 1958. When Chief Justice Harold Snead retired in 1974, Justice I'Anson became Chief Justice of the Court.
He remained on the Court until he resigned on January 1, 1981. Justice I'Anson received an honorary LL. D.
from William and Mary in 1964. He was a member of Order of the Coif, Phi Beta Kappa, Phi Alpha Delta, Phi
Kappa Alpha and Omicron Delta Kappa. He was the former Director of the American Judicature Society,
former Chairman of the National Conference of' Chief Justices, member of the Board of Directors of the
National Center for State Courts. Justice I'Anson also received the American Judicature Society's Lincoln
Harley Award in 1973 and the University of Virginia Sesquicentennial Award in 1969. Justice I'Anson died
December 17, 1990. Further information about this individual or organization may be available in the Special
Collections Research Center Wiki: http://scdbwiki.swem.wm.edu/wiki/index.php/Lawrence_Warren_Anson.

Scope and Contents
Papers, circa 1938-1983, of Lawrence I'Anson, lawyer and justice of the Virginia Supreme Court of Appeals.
Includes correspondence, invitations, programs, speeches, judicial opinions, certificates, newspaper
clippings, magazine articles, photographs and scrapbooks.
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General
Other Information:
A PDF document of this inventory is available online.
Additional information may be found at http://scrc.swem.wm.edu/findingaids/85_Ia6_I_anson.pdf
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