
History of the Case of the Commonwealth vs.
Lee and Burwell Reynolds

History of the Case of the Commonwealth vs. Lee and Burwell Reynolds
circa 1880

Title Statement
History of the Case of the Commonwealth vs. Lee and Burwell ReynoldsGuide to the History of the Case of
the Commonwealth vs. Lee and Burwell Reynolds Mss. Acc. 2012.412
Author: Benjamin Bromley, Public Services Archives Specialist.

Publication Statement
Publisher: Special Collections Research Center

William & Mary Special Collections Research Center
Earl Gregg Swem Library
400 Landrum Dr
Williamsburg, Virginia
Business Number: 757-221-3090
spcoll@wm.edu
URL: https://libraries.wm.edu/libraries-spaces/special-collections

2012-12-14

Profile Description
Creation: This finding aid was produced using ArchivesSpace on 2025-05-15 12:31:46 -0400.
Language Usage: English
Descriptive Rules: Describing Archives: A Content Standard

Descriptive Summary
Unit ID
Mss. Acc. 2012.412
Unit ID
/repositories/2/resources/2748
Unit Date
circa 1880
Language
English
Extent
0.01 Linear Feet
Repository
Special Collections Research Center

Administrative Information

https://libraries.wm.edu/libraries-spaces/special-collections


Conditions Governing Access:
Collection is open to all researchers. Manuscript collections and archival records may contain materials with
sensitive or confidential information that is protected under federal or state right to privacy laws and
regulations, such as the Virginia Public Records Act (Code of Virginia. Â§ 42.1-76-91); and the Virginia
Freedom of Information Act (Code of Virginia Â§ 2.2-3705.5). Confidential material may include, but is not
limited to, educational, medical, and personnel records. If sensitive material is found in this collection, please
contact a staff member immediately. The disclosure of personally identifiable information pertaining to a
living individual may have legal consequences for which the College of William and Mary assumes no
responsibility.
Conditions Governing Use:
Before reproducing or quoting from any materials, in whole or in part, permission must be obtained from the
Special Collections Research Center, and the holder of the copyright, if not Swem Library.
Processing Information:
Accessioned and minimally processed by Benjamin Bromley in December 2012.
Preferred Citation:
History of the Case of the Commonwealth vs. Lee and Burwell Reynolds, Special Collections Research Center,
Swem Library, College of William and Mary.

Scope and Contents
Pamphlet, circa 1880, entitled "History of the Case of the Commonwealth vs. Lee and Burwell Reynolds." Lee
Reynolds and Burwell Reynolds were two African American teenagers who were convicted of the murder of
Aaron Shelton, who was white, in Patrick County, Virginia. During their appeal, the case was moved to to
federal court by Judge Alexander Rives of the Federal District of Western Virginia. This pamphlet was written
by A.M. Lybrook, a lawyer for the Reynolds brothers, and is in support of the actions of Judge Rives.
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