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Administrative Information


https://libraries.wm.edu/libraries-spaces/special-collections

Conditions Governing Access:

The collection is open to all researchers. Manuscript collections and archival records may contain materials
with sensitive or confidential information that is protected under federal or state right to privacy laws and
regulations, such as the Virginia Public Records Act (Code of Virginia. § 42.1-76-91); and the Virginia Freedom
of Information Act (Code of Virginia § 2.2-3705.5). Confidential material may include, but is not limited to,
educational, medical, and personnel records. If sensitive material is found in this collection, please contact a
staff member immediately. The disclosure of personally identifiable information pertaining to a living
individual may have legal consequences for which the College of William and Mary assumes no
responsibility.

Conditions Governing Use:

Before publishing quotations or excerpts from any materials, permission must be obtained from the Special
Collections Research Center, and the holder of the copyright, if not Swem Library.

Preferred Citation:

Virginia Historical Pageant Records, Special Collections Research Center, Earl Gregg Swem Library, College
of William and Mary.

Biographical / Historical

Earl Gregg Swem was born 29 December 1870 in Belle Plaine, lowa. He graduated from Lafayette College
(A.B. and A.M.) Swem worked as a high school instructor 1893-1900. He worked for the John Crerar Library,
the Superintendent of Documents Library, the Armour Institute Library, was the chief of the cataloging
division of the Copyright Office of the Library of Congress, assistant Virginia State Librarian, and Librarian for
the College of William and Mary. Swem compiled about forty finding lists and bibliographies, was managing
editor of the William and Mary Quarterly and supervised the production of the Virginia Historical Index. He
died in Louisville, Ky., 14 April 1965.

Scope and Contents

This collection contains program from the play titled "Meeting of the Board of Visitors of William and Mary
College Dec. 7, 1779." The play was produced to commemorate when William and Mary was reorganized as
a university, as well as when the honor and elective systems were established. The play was just one
episode in the Virginia Historical Pageant, a celebration of the penetration of English civilization into America
from Queen Elizabeth | through the American Civil War. The pageant took place in Richmond, Virginia on
May 27, 1922. - New York Times, May 21, 1922.
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Custodial History:

This collection was previously part of the University Archives Publications Collection.
Description of Subordinate Components

Virginia Historical Pageant

Unit ID id45503

Unit ID /repositories/2/archival_objects/173485
Unit Date 1922 May 27

Mixed Materials 1 (Box)

Container 1 (folder)

Scope and Contents

Booklet of short play entitled: The College of William and Mary becomes a University, Dec. 7, 1779: The
meeting of the BOV when the college was changed into a university and when the honor system and the



elective system were established. Booklet and typed manuscripts transferred from College Papers folder
206. Episode in the Virginia Historical Pageant presented at Richmond May 27, 1922.

Virginia Historical Pageant

Unit ID id212947

Unit ID /repositories/2/archival_objects/173486
Unit Date 1921 july 4

Mixed Materials 1 (Box)

Container 2 (folder)

Scope and Contents

Items transferred from College Papers Folder 205. Programs; typed manuscript; and photogravure section
of the Richmond Times Dispatch showing pictures of the pageant.
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