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Conditions Governing Access:
Collection is open to all researchers. Manuscript collections and archival records may contain materials with
sensitive or confidential information that is protected under federal or state right to privacy laws and
regulations, such as the Virginia Public Records Act (Code of Virginia. § 42.1-76-91); and the Virginia Freedom
of Information Act (Code of Virginia § 2.2-3705.5). Confidential material may include, but is not limited to,
educational, medical, and personnel records. If sensitive material is found in this collection, please contact a
staff member immediately. The disclosure of personally identifiable information pertaining to a living
individual may have legal consequences for which the College of William and Mary assumes no
responsibility.
Conditions Governing Use:
Before reproducing or quoting from any materials, in whole or in part, permission must be obtained from the
Special Collections Research Center, and the holder of the copyright, if not Swem Library.
Preferred Citation:
C.K. Mahakian Vietnam Notebook, Special Collections Research Center, Swem Library, College of William and
Mary.

Biographical Information:
LT COL in United States Marine Corps.

Scope and Contents
Handwritten diary and one typed letter by Karnig "Carl" Mahakian dating from November 23, 1966 to
December 20, 1966.  In it Mahakian describes the people of Vietnam and the conditions.  From it, Mahakian
used his notes to develop the script for the United States Marine Corps documentary, "County Fair" (1967),
which was a military operation in Vietnam.  The operation involved the clearing of all residents from their
villages in search for Vietcong, weapons, and contraband.  The villagers were then registered, provided food
and medical attention, and then allowed to return to their villages.  The letter is to Mahakian's wife, Lillian
dated December 8, 1966. In his letter, Mahakian vividly describes the capture and subsequent dealings of a
Vietcong prisoner.
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