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Conditions Governing Access
Collection is open to all researchers. Manuscript collections and archival records may contain materials with
sensitive or confidential information that is protected under federal or state right to privacy laws and
regulations, such as the Virginia Public Records Act (Code of Virginia. § 42.1-76-91); and the Virginia Freedom
of Information Act (Code of Virginia § 2.2-3705.5). Confidential material may include, but is not limited to,
educational, medical, and personnel records. If sensitive material is found in this collection, please contact a
staff member immediately. The disclosure of personally identifiable information pertaining to a living
individual may have legal consequences for which the College of William and Mary assumes no
responsibility.
Conditions Governing Use
Before publishing quotations or excerpts from any materials, permission must be obtained from the Curator
of Manuscripts and Rare Books, and the holder of the copyright, if not Swem Library.
Immediate Source of Acquisition
Bishop James Madison's preparatory notes on Smith's Wealth of Nations were donated anonymously.
Preferred Citation
Bishop James Madison's preparatory notes on Smith's Wealth of Nations, Special Collections Research
Center, William & Mary Libraries.

Biographical / Historical
Bishop James Madison was born near Staunton, Virginia on August 27, 1749 and taught philosophy as well as
mathematics at William & Mary from 1773 to 1775. He became president of William & Mary in 1777.
Madison was the first bishop of the Diocese of Virginia of the Episcopal Church in the United States. He was a
cousin of James Madison, the fourth President of the United States. He died on March 6, 1812, and is buried
under the Wren Chapel William & Mary.

Content Description
Collection contains one notebook with preparatory notes by Bishop James Madison for use in teaching
students at William & Mary about Adam Smith's The Wealth of Nations. The notes include extensive lists of
open-ended questions for each chapter of Smith's work, which he may have prepared for the ushers and
tutors working with students, or possibly questions he wrote down himself while preparing his lecture. The
notebook likely dates from his time as a professor and president at William & Mary, circa 1776 to 1812.
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Notebooks
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General
William & Mary Libraries' archival, digital and physical collections may contain content with harmful
language or difficult subject matters. We strive for transparency in making these materials available for
teaching and research, but we do not endorse the attitudes, prejudices or behaviors found within them.
William & Mary Libraries' perspective on harmful content and language aligns with the U.S. National Archives
and Records Administration (NARA), Digital Public Library of America (DPLA) and university libraries around
the world.
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Questions on Smith's Wealth of Nations, Dr. Madison President of the University of William &
Mary notebook
Unit ID /repositories/2/archival_objects/652813
Unit Date circa 1776-1812
Mixed materials Small Collections Box 136 (box)
Container 1 (Folder)
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