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Index of Names

Biographical/Historical Information

Taken from Contemporary Authors New Revision Series, Vol. 10, pp. 333-334.

Scope and Content Information

This addition to the papers of John Moffitt (1908-1987) consisting of ca. 7,000 items (23 Hollinger boxes, ca.
8 linear shelf feet), 1852, 1861, and 1906-1987, contains the literary work of John Moffitt including articles,
manuscripts and poetry; the literary work of other individuals, usually sent to Moffitt for criticism or in
gratitude for his advice; correspondence; financial and legal papers; photographs; and miscellaneous papers
and printed materials.

The first series of papers consists of the literary work of John Moffitt. Topics found among his articles and
talks include Buddhism, Hinduism, Christianity, meditation, poetry, ecumenism, and mysticism.

Moffitt's manuscript subseries includes several short stories, Adam’s Choice, The Road to Now, and several
unpublished books, such as Arrivings Selected Poems, 1944-1985, Having Found You- The School of Loving,
Malcolm or Clarissa ?, Son of the Sun, and This One Instant.

Moffitt's poetry subseries contains several groupings of poetry. These include autograph and typescript
copies of his poems arranged chronologically according to when the poems were composed, poems arranged
alphabetically for possible submission to magazines for publication, a separate comprehensive collection of
poems selected by Moffitt for his literary executor to publish a volume of "A Collected Works" upon his death,
miscellaneous poems, and copies of published poems.

Series two is comprised of the literary output of others and includes essays, plays, and poetry, including
poetry submitted to John Moffitt as AmericaPoetry Editor. Especially of note to those interested in the Neale
family or "Rocklands," Gordonsville, Virginia, is a biographical booklet by Joan Miller Klalo concerning Doris
Kellogg Neale.

The third series consists of correspondence. Subseries A is chiefly personal correspondence arranged
alphabetically. The second subseries contains the chronological correspondence of John Moffitt as
AmericaPoetry Editor and a few personal letters of the Moffitt family.

Correspondents in the alphabetical subseries include:

Topics in the alphabetical correspondence include: the Ramakrishna order and ecumenism (C: 1987 May 5,
April 8, January 9 & 24; 1986 December 21 & 2, October 8, June 22, May 5, and April 22; and G: 1986 June 9,
May 26, Apr 14); Indian politics and anti-United States sentiment (B: 1987 June 9, January 29; 1986 August
16, May 31; and P: 1986 June 15); Malachi Martin and his book concerning the Jesuits (D: 1987 April 3);
discussion of Henri Frederic Amiel's Journal Intime(D: 1986 May 5); Special Olympics and the Kennedy family
(D: 1986 January 4); South Africa (G: 1986 December 25, June 14); Plains Poetry Journal(G: 1986 February
23); Thomas Merton (H: 1986 August 12, May 17, April 3); the Catholic Church and Pope Paul Il (L: 1986
October 21); John Moffitt's conversion to Catholicism (Mc: 1987 June 6); Pol Pot (M: 1987 March 25);
Cambodian refugees (M: 1986 Sep 23 & 1, August 25, March 5); biographical information concerning John
Moffitt (M: 1982 Sep 19); the Brazilian land situation (P: 1986 July 29); Vivekenanda (S: 1986 February 6);
the United States bombing of Libya (T: 1986 May 27); United States foreign policy (T: 1986 February 23); the
representative selection of Moffitt's poems entitled Arrivings(1986 August 4); homosexuality and the Catholic
Church (Z: 1986 November 29 & 17); and Jiddu Krishnamurti (Y: 1986 March 3).

Moffitt's Americacorrespondence consists of letters from individuals who wanted their poetry to be
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considered for publication in Americaand Moffitt's arrangement of this correspondence has been maintained.

The Moffitt family correspondence includes several letters from two Belgian soldiers, Arthur De Ridder and
Stanley Van Euckevort, to Mrs. Edith Moffitt during World War I. There is also a letter from John Moffitt, Jr.
(August 30, 1930) concerning his stay in Paris.

Financial and legal papers of John Moffitt comprise the fourth series of this collection. These include bank
passbooks, income and expense records, lease agreements with Doris K. Neale of "Rocklands" and Kathleen
Blackwell of Unionville, both of Virginia, passports, birth certificate, publisher's permissions, records of
telephone calls, and royalty statements.

Of special note are the bequests made to Moffitt from the estates of Edith Kelker Moffitt, Mary Anna Kelker,
and Henry A. Kelker, and the legal papers pertaining to the estate of Swami Nikhilananda (Dinesh Chandra
Das Gupta) who died in 1973. John Moffitt was one of the executors named in the will of Swami Nikhilananda,
which was probated October 25, 1973. The Ramakrishna-Vivekananda Center of New York, Inc. was the sole
residuary legatee named in the will.

The fifth series consists of photographs of John Moffitt, his family, including a family photograph album,
1913-1946, and friends and acquaintances in the United States, India, Sri Lanka, Cambodia, and Thailand.

The last series contains miscellaneous papers and printed materials, including appointment calendars,
autograph book, biographical data, including a paper "John Moffitt: A Poetry of the Changed Life" by Frank
Lonergan, a chart of his published poems, a diary of Edith Kelker Moffitt, genealogy, musical scores,
obituaries and eulogies, printed material, artwork, rubbings, and two Civil War items.

The Civil War items consist of a brief diary belonging to Private Edward Lawrence Witman of Company F,
25th Pennsylvania Volunteers ("Lockhill Grays"), and his notes concerning the recruitment of the unit.
Company F was recruited at Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, on April 18, 1861, and mustered on May 2, 1861, for
three months. Officers included Captain Henry McCormick, 1st Lt. William W. Jennings, 2nd Lt. George Fisher,
and 1st Sargeant James Kemble. The company was mustered out on August 1, 1861.

The notes about recruitment describe the recruitment process, drills, social events, and day-to-day events
from May 2-16, 1861.

The men were shipped out of Harrisburg to Baltimore on the sixteenth of May, and left Baltimore for
Washington City soon after their arrival.

According to E.L. Witman's diary the "Lockhill Grays" were the first company to carry the United States flag
through Baltimore following an attack upon Massachusetts troops. The diary describes the same time period
as Witman's notes, but also includes Company F 's routine during their actual stay in Washington City from
May 16-June 13. On June 10 they were ordered to the Arsenal to ship guns to Arlington. The diary does not
describe any participation in actual battles.

Organization

The papers of John Moffitt are arranged in six series:
1) Writings of John Moffitt

A) Articles (Box 1)

B) Manuscripts (Boxes 2-5)

C) Poetry (Boxes 6-11)

2) Writings of Others (Boxes 12- 13)
3) Correspondence

A) Alphabetical (Boxes 14-15)

B) Chronological (Boxes 15-18)

4) Financial & Legal Papers (Box 19)
5) Photographs (Boxes 20-21)

6) Miscellaneous Papers & Printed Materials (Boxes 21-23)
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Writings of John Moffitt

Articles

Container 1 (Box)
Arrangement

Arranged chronologically.

About Writing Poems n.d.
Box 1

"The Bhagavad Gita as Way-Shower to the Transcendental” 1977 June
Box 1

"Christianity Confronts Hinduism" in Theological Studies1969 June
Box 1

"Dialogo inter-religioso e problema della salvezza" 1977
Box 1

Directions for a Short Meditation n.d.
Box 1

"Divine Revelation in a Non-Christian Scripture ?" in Cistercian Studies1980
Box 1

"Encounter of Religions: Historical Background, Language for Discourse,
Challenge to Christians" n.d.

Box 1

"From the Road to Now," with a review of the book The Road to Now[ca. 1982]
Box 1

"God as Mother in Hinduism and Christianity" 1978
Box 1

"God as Person or as True Self" n.d.
Box 1

"Hinduism: What It Can Contribute to American Life and Values" n.d.
Box 1

"Incarnation and Avatara" n.d.
Box 1

"Interreligious Relations: A Key Confrontation" 1974
Box 1

"Memories of Thomas Merton" 1979
Box 1

Now is the Moment 1981
Box 1



"The No. 1 Cookbook" n.d.
Box 1

On Grunion Shoreby Bibhas De, with an "Introduction by John Moffitt n.d.
Box 1

"Practical Mysticism" n.d.
Box 1

"Ramakrishna Paramahamsa" n.d.
Box 1

Review of The Gateless Barrier of Zenn.d.
Box 1

Review of Glimpses of a Great Soul A Portrait of Swami Saradanandan.d.
Box 1

"The Road to Now," a talk for "Unity" at Christiansburg, Virginia, and the Quest
Bookshop, Charlottesville, Virginia 1983 Feb & Apr

Box 1

"Selections from Zen Comments on the Mumonkan" n.d.
Box 1

"Varieties of Contemporary Hindu Monasticism" 1970
Box 1

"What Price a Free Press ?" n.d.
Box 1

"What Price White-Black Solidarity ?" n.d.
Box 1

"Who or What is a Religious Poet ?" 1975
Box 1

MANUSCRIPTS

Galley proof Adam's Choicel967
Box 2

Arrivings Selected Poems, 1944-1985, three drafts of an unpublished book 1987
Box 2
Extent TMs, 3 folders

Having Found You - A School of Loving(unpublished book) 1987
Box 2
Extent TMs

Malcolm or Clarissa?(unpublished novel) 1982
Box 3
Extent TMs



Malcolm or Clarissa?(unpublished novel) 1983
Box 3
Extent TMs

Miscellaneous Manuscripts 1984-1985, n.d.
Box 3

Miscellaneous Manuscripts (incomplete) n.d.
Box 3

"Mo-tzu, Apostle of Loving-kindness" by John Moffitt and Shu-Jen Tao
(incomplete) ca. 1970

Box 3

The Road to Now(incomplete) ca. 1975
Box 4
Extent TMs

The Road to Now(incomplete) 1982
Box 4
Extent TMs

The Road to Now(incomplete) n.d.
Box 4
Extent TMs, 2 folders

Short Stories by John Moffitt n.d.
Box 5
Extent TMss, 2 folders

Son of the Sun(unpublished book) 1987
Box 5
Extent TMs

This One Instant(unpublished book) 1983
Box 5
Extent TMs

This One Instant (unpublished book) 1987
Box 5
Extent TMs

Subseries: Poetry

Poems 1925-1961
Box 6
Extent AMss, 5 folders

Poems 1962-1986
Box 7
Extent AMss, 3 folders



Poems 1944-1953
Box 7
Extent TMss, 2 folders

Poems 1956-1962
Box 8
Extent TMss, 6 folders

Poems 1963-1964
Box 9
Extent TMss

Poems (part of the complete typed poems) 1944-1986
Box 9
Extent TMss

Poems A-Z, for use in sending to magazines and completing his comprehensive
collection n.d.

Box 9
Extent TMss

Table of Contents for poems selected for Moffitt's comprehensive collection from
1925-1985 ca. 1986

Box 9

Poems - A comprehensive collection of poems selected by John Moffitt for his
literary executor to publish a volume of "A Collected Works" upon his death ca.
1986

Box 10
Extent TMss

Miscellaneous Poems A-Z n.d.
Box 11
Extent TMss, 4 folders

Notebook of Poetry kept by John Moffitt n.d.
Box 11
Extent TMss

Published Poems in The Feline Muse, an Anthology edited by Edward T. Dell, Jr.
1986

Box 11
Extent Print

Published Poems in Icarus1974
Box 11
Extent Print

Published Poems in The Lyric 1986-1987
Box 11
Extent Print



Published Poems in Negative Capability1986
Box 11
Extent Print

Published Poems in The Plains Poetry Journal 1985-1986
Box 11
Extent Print

Series IlI: Writings of Others

"Barrio Hymns" by Jim Janda n.d.
Box 12
Extent TMs

"Body of My Woman" by John S. Morris n.d.
Box 12
Extent TMs

"Doris Kellogg Neale" by Joan Miller Klalo (corrected copy) n.d.
Box 12
Extent Bound Typescript

"Doris Kellogg Neale" by Joan Miller Klalo 1984
Box 12
Extent Bound Typescript

Essays by Beatrice Bruteau 1984, n.d.
Box 12
Extent Printed

"The Gray Dreams of a Shared Planet" by Daniel Grego n.d.
Box 12
Extent TMs

"Old Age: The Tempest" by Helen M. Luke n.d.
Box 12
Extent TMs

“Paint the Earth on Me" by Daniel Grego n.d.
Box 12
Extent TMs

Poetry Submitted to John Moffitt as AmericaPoetry Editor 1968-1986, n.d.
Box 13
Extent TMs, 3 folders

Quiet Fireby Daniel Grego 1980
Box 13
Extent TMs

“Returning” by Tersance Oberst n.d.
Box 13
Extent Bound Typescript



"“Three Poems" by John S. Morris ca. 1977
Box 13
Extent TMs

Underworld A Playby Blythe Brennan 1983
Box 13
Extent TMs

Series llI: Correspondence

Subseries A: Alphabetical

Correspondence A-M 1982-1987
Box 14
Extent 6 folders

Correspondence N-Z 1974-1987
Box 15
Extent 4 folders

Subseries B: Chronological

Correspondence of John Moffitt as AmericaPoetry Editor 1986 Apr-Sep
Box 15
Extent 2 folders

Correspondence of John Moffitt as AmericaPoetry Editor 1985 Jan-1986 Mar
Box 16
Extent 5 folders

Correspondence of John Moffitt as AmericaPoetry Editor 1983 Jan-1984 Dec
Box 17
Extent 5 folders

Correspondence of John Moffitt as AmericaPoetry Editor 1976-1982 Dec
Box 18
Extent 5 folders

Correspondence of John Moffitt as AmericaPoetry Editor n.d.
Box 18

Letter in Diary Form from Ronald Webster to John Moffitt 1985 Sep-Dec
Box 18

Moffitt Family Correspondence 1906-1930
Box 18

Series 1IV: Financial & Legal Papers

Bank Passbooks belonging to John Moffitt 1954-1982
Box 19



Bequests and other Legal Papers 1949-1968
Box 19

Financial Papers of John Moffitt 1986-1987
Box 19

Income and Expense Record 1975-1987
Box 19

Legal Papers re the Estate of Swami Nikhilananda 1973-1981
Box 19

Papers re "The Quarters" and the "Blackwell House" 1970 & 1975
Box 19

Passports & Birth Certificates 1930-1973
Box 19

Publisher's Permissions 1966-1986
Box 19

Record of Telephone Calls 1985-1987
Box 19

Royalty Statements 1962-1987
Box 19

Series V: Photographs

Photographs of Friends & Acquaintances ca. 1950-1986, n.d.
Box 20
Extent 3 folders

Photographs of Friends & Acquaintances -India, Sri Lanka, Cambodia, &
Thailand 1946-1980, n.d.

Box 20

Photographs - Miscellaneous 1963, 1982-1983, n.d.
Box 20

Photograph Album of the Moffitt Family 1913-1946
Box 21

Photographs of the Moffitt Family 1906-1987
Box 21

Photographs of John Moffitt and his Home 1936-1986
Box 21

Series VI: Miscellaneous Papers & Printed Material

Appointment Calendars 1980, 1983-1986
Box 21
Extent 2 folders



Autographs of Visitors to John Moffitt's home 1971-1974
Box 22

Scope and Content

Autographs of Visitors to John Moffitt's home, "The Quarters" at "The Rocklands," Gordonsville, Virginia,
including photographs

Biographical Data, Bibliography, & Book Reviews re John Moffitt 1965-
1987

Box 22

Biographical Data - "John Moffitt: A Poetry of the Changed Life" by Frank
Lonergan n.d.

Box 22

Books Recommended n.d.
Box 22

Chart of Published Poems and the Publications Which Accepted Them 1984
Box 22

Civil War Diary of E[dward] L[awrence]Witman 1861 May 2-jun 13
Box 22

Civil War Notes re the Recruitment for Company F 25th Pennsylvania
Volunteers ("Lockhill Grays") - Copied in 1908 1861 May 2-16

Box 22

The Davies Forum of the University of San Francisco 1982-1987
Box 22

Diary belonging to Edith (Kelker) Moffitt 1906
Box 22

Genealogy of the Moffitt Family 1940, 1982-1986
Box 22

Miscellaneous Notes re Music & Composers n.d.
Box 22

Miscellaneous Papers 1957-1980, n.d.
Box 22

Musical Scores 1928-1982
Box 22

Obituaries & Eulogies ca. 1979-1986
Box 23

Papers written by John Moffitt, Sr. 1935 & n.d.
Box 23

Printed Poems Published in America 1963-1987
Box 23
Extent 2 folders



Printed Material 1965-1987, n.d.
Box 23
Extent 2 folders

Repousse Artwork by Tom Yanosky 1977-1978
Box 23

Studies in Flower Paintingbelonging to Rebecca Witman 1852
Box 23

Travel Notes 1969-1973, n.d.
Box 23

Watercolor Paintings by John Moffitt n.d.
Box 23

Large Appointment Calendar 1979

Oversize Box S5S-10 (Oversize)

Watercolor Paintings with Tempera n.d.
Oversize Box S-10 (Oversize)

Broadsheet with lllustrated Poem by Ron Seitz 1970

Oversize Box S5S-10 (Oversize)
Chinese Rubbing n.d.

Cambodian Rubbing from Angkhor Wat n.d.
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