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Administrative Information

Conditions Governing Access

This collection is open for research use. When available, photocopies, digital surrogates, or other
reproductions must be used in place of original documents.

Conditions Governing Use

The materials from Washington and Lee University Special Collections are made available for use in

research, teaching, and private study, pursuant to U.S. Copyright law. The user assumes full responsibility
for any use of the materials, including but not limited to, infringement of copyright and publication rights of

reproduced materials. Any materials used should be fully credited with the source.

Immediate Source of Acquisition
Purchased in May 2026.

Preferred Citation

Legal Summons Signed by John Chavis (WLU Coll. 0572), Special Collections and Archives, James G. Leyburn

Library, Washington and Lee University, Lexington, Va.

Biographical Note



John Chavis was a free black man born in circa 1763. He is considered the first African American to attend
college. His studies began at what is today Princeton University and finished at what is today Washington
and Lee University. He returned to North Carolina to teach.

Scope and Contents

This collection consists of a legal summons issued to the Sheriff of Warren County, NC by the Clerk of Court
ordering him to hold William P. and John A. Newell if found in the county and take them before the Justices of
the Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions. The document is signed twice by John Chavis and is dated April 21,
1828.
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