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Biographical Information
Thomas Henry Rosser (1818-1897), born in North Carolina, married Maria Louisa Archer (1820-1904) of
Petersburg, Virginia in 1848. They had the following children: Elizabeth Rosser Fisher (b. 1840), Henry
Nollner (1844-1919), Thomas (b. 1845), Joseph Fletcher (1847-1926), Laura (b. 1848), Walter Erwin (b.
1851), William Cook (1852-1931), and George D. (b. 1864).
In the summer of 1856, the family was residing in Petersburg, VA. Sometime during 1856 Rosser led one
hundred men and their families to settle in the new territory of Kansas. As a result of increasing tensions
between antislavery and proslavery factions in Kansas the party withdrew to Missouri. While in Missouri
Rosser was selected to serve as a colonel in the newly formed "Army of Law and Order of Kansas," a
proslavery militia. The militia fought against the forces of John Brown, but was then disbanded. Rosser
remained in Missouri working as a druggist until he enlisted in March of 1862 with the 3rd Battalion Missouri
Infantry. Later, Rosser served with the Missouri Infantry First Regiment State Guard and was promoted to
colonel on 9 September 1861. Before the end of the Civil War, Rosser was transferred to Selma, Alabama and
served in the Alabama 62nd infantry.
Rosser's son, Henry, joined Company E of the Alabama Cavalry Battalion on August of 1863 as a sergeant. In
1869, Henry graduated from Emory University School of Medicine in Atlanta. He married Lillian N. Averett (b.
1843) in April of 1884 in Jefferson, Alabama. They had Henry N. (b. 1874), James R. (b. 1877), Jennie May
(1885-1952), Mariah L. (b. 1887), Lillian E. (1890-1977) and Walter Averett (1896-1953).
By 1870, Thomas Henry and two of his sons, Thomas and Joseph Fletcher, were working in retail as grocers.
Henry was employed as a physician and William was working as a clerk. Elizabeth was married with three
daughters. In 1887, Thomas Henry was appointed Postmaster of Dallaston, Alabama. He died on 22 May
1897 and is buried with his wife in Selma, AL.
In 1883, Joseph Fletcher married Mary, "Mamie" Reese (1856-1896). Joseph was employed as a bookkeeper.
Their children were: Joseph Reese (b. 1880), Susan Reese (1886-1968), and Thomas H. (b. 1888).The family
remained in Selma, AL. Joseph's wife died in 1896 and Joseph died in 1926 in Atlanta, Georgia. By 1940,
Susan was living with her uncle, George D. Rosser, and his wife in Rocky Mount, North Carolina. Susan
moved back to Birmingham, AL in 1958, where she died ten years later.
Walter Erwin Rosser married Bessie Boyd (1861-1939) and had six children, including Bessie Boyd (1884-
1963). Bessie graduated from Charity Hospital of New Orleans, Louisiana as a registered nurse. She worked
as a nurse in Montgomery, AL and joined the Army Nurse Corp during World War I. She later moved to San
Diego and is buried in Fort Rosecrans National Cemetery.
Lida Lavina Rosser (1889-1975) married George Matthews Meriwether (1883-1961) and had two daughters,
Lida Rosser (1913-1923), who died at age nine, and Louise (b. 1916). The family lived in Birmingham, AL and
Jackson, Mississippi.
On 10 May 1915, Henry's son, Walter Averett, married Florence Alexander (1894-1944). By 1930, they had
two sons and two daughters, and Walter worked as a photographer. He died in 1953. By 1930, Henry's
daughter, Lillian E. moved to Miami, Florida where she worked as a teacher. Records indicate that Lillian's
last benefit was received in Hamilton, Loudoun County.

Scope and Content
This photographic collection contains thirteen items: eleven cabinet cards, one postcard, and one carte-de-
visite.
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Contents List
Box 1

vc_0054_001: Mr. Willie C. Rosser, 1865 ca.

vc_0054_002: Bessie Boyd Rosser, 1884 ca.

vc_0054_003: Susie Rosser, 1887 ca.

vc_0054_004: Susie Rosser, daughter of George [Joseph F] Rosser and
Mamie Reese, 1889 ca.

vc_0054_005: Lida Lavenia [Lavina] Rosser, age 2 years, 18 June 1891

vc_0054_006: Lillian Rosser, 1893 ca.

vc_0054_007: Mr. Walter A. Rosser, 1896 ca.

vc_0054_008: Henry N. Rosser, 1890 ca.

vc_0054_009: Gramm's little Darlings - Lillian & Walter Rosser, 1899 ca.

vc_0054_010: Mr. Walter Rosser, 1890 ca.

vc_0054_011: Jennie M. Rosser and [Mariah] Louisa Rosser, 1890 ca.

vc_0056_012: Wife of Walter E. Rosser, 1909

vc_0054_013: Jennie M. Rosser, 1910 ca.
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