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Descriptive Summary

Collection number

M 067

Language
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Abstract

This collection consists of records and other documents relating to the Paeonian Springs Council. Records of
Paeonian Springs Council include meeting minutes, the Council constitution and by-laws, and a Paeonian
Springs Day Centennial Program. Also included are copies of the original charters of the Paeonian Springs
Company, a chronology of the town, John Milton's 1890 survey of the town, pictures of historic houses, the
official Paeonian Springs cookbook of 1995, and documents listing Paeonian Springs in the National Register
of Historic Places.
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Other Finding Aid

None

Technical Requirements
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Historical Information

Until the late nineteenth century, Paeonian Springs was an unnamed, sparsely populated piece of land in
Loudoun County. By the late 1800s, Theodore Milton (1848-1906), co-owner of the Purcellville agricultural-
implement and fertilizer firm of Milton, Bolyn & Company, had acquired property in the area and noticed the



excellent taste of the water from the spring on his property. He recalled that the Capon Springs company in
West Virginia had met with success by selling its spring waters, and he decided to try the same. Milton
chartered the Paeonian Springs Company, named after a tribe of ancient Trojans, on 31 January 1889. The
company, run by a board of directors, was authorized to sell stock. The company advertised the healing
power of the spring water and expanded its charter on 15 February 1889 to allow it to purchase and develop
the land around the company property as a resort. Theodore's brother John Milton (1840-1918) surveyed the
land in 1890 and plotted the Paeonian Springs Subdivision, the first subdivision of Loudoun county. The
Washington & Ohio Railroad built a station at Paeonian Springs in 1892, and other businesses developed as
the town began to grow. The Paeonian Springs Company itself prospered, selling 100 lots of the subdivision
by 1898.

Channing Meek (ca. 1856-1912), a speculator and head of a marble mine in Colorado, saw that the company
was profitable and decided to invest in it. In July 1898 he indirectly bought all the unsold rights and shares of
Paeonian Springs Company, which put him in control of the company. Meek was so occupied with his marble
company, however, that he did little to continue developing the Paeonian Springs Company. When Meek
passed away in a railroad accident, his brother-in-law took over the company and carried on the business. In
1906, the passage of the Pure Food and Drug Act forced the company to cease selling the water for its
medicinal value, and by 1920 all sales of the water had ended. By 1931, most of the original town of
Paeonian Springs was gone, including the spring itself, which had been weakened by years of drought and
was finally pumped dry in 1926 by firemen attempting to save a burning mill.

The first Paeonian Springs Day was held in June 1983 in order to create interest in preserving the historic
town. The Paeonian Springs Day Committee was organized in 1985, and on 16 January 1986 the Committee
met to consider expanding to form a Paeonian Springs Council. The Paeonian Springs Council, Inc. was
established at the meeting and the first Council meeting was held on 20 February 1986. In July 1986 the
company drafted a constitution that stated the purpose of Council: "to preserve, protect from encroachment
and improve the safety and health conditions of small, rural and historic Paeonian Springs."

On 13 March 2006 the Paeonian Springs Historic District was placed in the Virginia Landmarks Register, and
on 17 March it was accepted to the National Register of Historic Places.

Scope and Content

This collection consists of records and other documents relating to the Paeonian Springs Council. Records of
Paeonian Springs Council include meeting minutes, the Council constitution and by-laws, and a Paeonian
Springs Day Centennial Program. Also included are copies of the original charters of the Paeonian Springs
Company, a chronology of the town, John Milton's 1890 survey of the town, pictures of historic houses, the
official Paeonian Springs cookbook of 1995, and documents listing Paeonian Springs in the National Register
of Historic Places.

Arrangement

box folder
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Box 1
Folder 1: Paeonian Springs Council minutes, 1986
Folder 2: Paeonian Springs Council minutes, 1987
Folder 3: Paeonian Springs Council minutes, 1988
Folder 4: Paeonian Springs Council minutes, 1989
Folder 5: Paeonian Springs Council minutes, 1990
Folder 6: Paeonian Springs Council minutes, 1991

Folder 7: Paeonian Springs Council minutes, 1992
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Folder 8: Paeonian Springs Louncil minutes, 1993
Folder 9: Paeonian Springs Council minutes, 1994

Folder 10: Paeonian Springs Council minutes, 1995
Folder 11: Paeonian Springs Council minutes, 1996
Folder 12: Paeonian Springs Council minutes, 1997
Folder 13: Paeonian Springs Council minutes, 1998
Folder 14: Paeonian Springs Council minutes, 1999
Folder 15: Paeonian Springs Council minutes, 2000
Folder 16: Paeonian Springs Council minutes, 2001
Folder 17: Paeonian Springs Council minutes, 2002
Folder 18: Paeonian Springs Council minutes, 2003
Folder 19: Paeonian Springs Council minutes, 2004
Folder 20: Paeonian Springs Council minutes, 2005
Folder 21: Paeonian Springs Council minutes, 2006

Folder 22: Paeonian Springs Company charter and revised charter, 1889,
1890

Folder 23: Survey of proposed village layout, 1890
Folder 24: Chronology of Paeonian Springs, 1757-2010

Folder 25: Paeonian Springs Company Constitution and bylaws and
amendments, 1986-1996

Folder 26: Paeonian Springs Day Centennial Program and Events Program,
9 June 1990

Folder 27: Paeonian Springs 1995 cookbook, Vol. 1I, 1995

Folder 28: Paeonian Springs listing in the National Register of Historic
Places and the Virginia Landmarks Register

Folder 29: Color photographs of historic houses of interest in Paeonian
Springs

Folder 30: Watercolor note cards of historic houses in Paeonian Springs
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