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Descriptive Summary

Collection number
OM 013

Language

English

Abstract

This collection contains an original plat of Ball's Bluff National Cemetery, 10-1/2" x 12-1/2", paper on linen,
completed by G. W. Martenet, CE, Washington DC, 10 November 1871.

Creator
G. W. Martenet
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1 item
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Other Finding Aid

None

Technical Requirements



None

Historical Information

Ball's Bluff National Cemetery is located on Route 7 two miles northeast of Leesburg, Virginia. It is
surrounded by Ball's Bluff Regional Park owned and operated by the Northern Virginia Regional Park
Authority. The cemetery contains remains of 54 Union soldiers killed during the Battle of Ball's Bluff 21
October 1861. The half acre site, surrounded by a low stone wall, contains 25 graves into which remains of
53 unknown soldiers and one known soldier (Grave 13: James Allen of Co. H, 15th Massachusetts Infantry)
were buried. It is closed to new interments and is managed by the Culpeper National Cemetery. Ball's Bluff
National Cemetery was designated a National Historic Landmark in 1984 by the National Park Service.

Land for the half-acre cemetery was acquired through donation in 1865, and the government received a
quitclaim deed from the original owner's heirs in 1904. At the time of the Battle at Ball's Bluff in 1861,
ownership of this land was in dispute. This dispute was not settled until 1870 when local courts awarded
Margaret Jackson clear title. Margaret Jackson, for whom little information can be found, is listed in the 1850
Census with ten children and in the 1860 Census with seven children with the post office as Goresville. One
year later in 1871, Jackson sold 41 acres to Thomas Swann (1809-1883), at various times mayor of
Baltimore, governor of Maryland, US Representative and owner of the Morven Park estate in Leesburg, VA. In
1875 Swann sold the land reserving to the United States Government a small plot for the cemetery and land
for an access road.

Scope and Content

According to Edwin C. Bearss, Chief Historian of the National Park Service 1981-1994, in the 1984 National
Register of Historic Places Inventory Nomination Form the earliest surveyed map locating the national
cemetery was prepared in March 1875 by William Gaul, an employee of the Quartermaster General's
Department.

This collection contains an original plat, 10-1/2" x 12-1/2", paper on linen, completed by G. W. Martenet, CE,
Washington DC, 10 November 1871, and annotated on the reverse side: 1/1140 Q M G O, 1871. The plat
containing a drawing of the cemetery outlay and wall along with survey details suggests that an earlier
survey had been conducted, possibly in preparation for the construction of the stone wall.
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