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Abstract

Single-sided printed broadside featuring lyrics for three Union Civil War songs by H. Webster Canterbury.
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Historical Information

Broadsides (also known as "broadside ballads") were an inexpensive format of mass publication consisting of
a single printed sheet, usually single-sided, containing song lyrics that were often topical in nature and
meant to document or comment on current events. As such, broadsides were particularly popular in the
United States during the Revolutionary War, the War of 1812, and the Civil War, many containing lyrics that
documented events with humor, often satirically.

Throughout the Civil War these newly written songs served many functions for both the Union and
Confederate armies, including entertaining soldiers and communicating orders on the battlefield, and the
style and tone of these songs changed as the war itself evolved, with the beginning years seeing an
emphasis on patriotic songs and the later years transitioning to an emphasis on homesickness and
lamentations on the long duration of the conflict. Broadside ballads contained no musical notation and were
intended to be sung to existing melodies, such as the "The Star-Spangled Banner." H. Webster Canterbury
appears to have written a number of these patriotic songs for the Union army, but his role in the war itself
and personal history beyond these songs is unclear.

Scope and Content

Single-sided printed broadside featuring lyrics for three Union Civil War songs by H. Webster Canterbury
including "The American Nation," "Jedidiah's Trip to Washington," and "Our Yankee Boys Are Marching On."
The song lyrics are divided into three columns and the broadside appears to have been previously folded into
a trifold pamphlet. "The American Nation" includes a sub-heading before the beginning of the lyrics reading
"Air - Star Spangled Banner," indicating that the lyrics were to be sung to this existing melody.

Related Materials



The Special Collections Research Center holds other Civil War collections, including "Bull Run. Tune - 'Wait
for the Wagon'" Confederate broadside.

The Library of Congress' digital collections include a similar item, as well as a large collection of American
Song Sheets.

The New York State Library holds the Broadside Ballads Collection and The New York Public Library for the
Performing Arts holds the American broadsides collection.
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Arrangement

This is a single item collection.
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