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Double-sided printed broadside titled "War" published in 1939 by the Socialist Labor Party of America
advocating for protest against capitalism.
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Historical Information
Established in 1876 as the Workingmen's Party and renamed in 1877, the Socialist Labor Party (SLP) is the
oldest socialist political party in the United States, and the second oldest socialist party in the world. Until
1889, the party was controlled by a conservative faction committed to a purely political program following
the views of socialist theoretician Ferdinand Lassalle. In the 1890s, the Lassallean wing was overtaken by a
more radical faction under the leadership of Daniel De Leon, transforming the SLP's platform into one
focused on militant trade unionism and political action, and taking stands against the party's previous
position of political reform and the trade union activity of the American Federation of Labor.
Beginning in 1900, the SLP saw a group of moderates, led by Morris Hillquit and known as the "Kangaroos,"
split from the party and advocate a return to a more conservative socialist program, eventually joining with
the Social Democratic Party to establish the Socialist Party of America in 1901. This split, followed by De
Leon's death in 1914, led to a swift decline in the SLP's activity, which became largely restricted to purely
educational agitation, although the party would continue to field national tickets in every presidential
campaign from 1892 through 1976 and publish the official newspaper "Weekly People" until the closure of its
national office on September 1, 2008.

Scope and Content
Double-sided printed broadside titled "War" published in 1939 by the Socialist Labor Party of America
advocating for protest against capitalism. The front side features a header reading "Socialist Labor Party of
America" centered between two identical illustrations of an arm holding a hammer. The title "WAR" is
centered above a cartoon depicting two pigs labeled as "Fascist Capitalism" and "Democratic Capitalism"
eating two soldiers labeled "Fascist Worker" and "Democratic Worker" respectively. The cartoon is signed "P.
Herzel" in the lower right corner. The remainder of the front includes text arranged into three columns and



continues onto the reverse side, which also includes a coupon for requesting additional information the party
and a sample copy of "Weekly People" the party's official publication.

Related Materials
The Special Collections Research Center holds other collections related to United States government and
politics.
New York University's Tamiment Library and Robert F. Wagner Labor Archives holds the Socialist Labor Party
Records.
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Arrangement
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