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Historical Information
The 18th century was a lively time in Fairfax County, VA history. After being under the control of many
different entities, in 1690 the area became controlled by the Fairfax family. Thomas, sixth Lord Fairfax left
the land in the charge of his cousin, William Fairfax. In 1742, the area ceased to be part of Prince William
County and officially became Fairfax County.
The Office of the Clerk of Court in Fairfax County was well into its existence by 1714. The Clerk was
responsible for all legal knowledge and exerting it on behalf of citizens of the county in the place of a judge,
including interpreting the law, writing up legal documents, and having their instructions enforced.
For more information on the history of the Office of the Clerk of Court in Fairfax County, please visit this
website.

Scope and Content
Fairfax County court demand to apprehend Joseph Stephens on behalf of David Hughes, written on March 23,
1763 by Peter Wagener, the then Clerk of the Court. Stephens is accused of assault and battery on Hughes
and his wife, Mary, with damages amounting to fifty pounds.

Related Materials
The Special Collections Research Center also holds many other collections on historic Virginia.
The Fairfax Circuit Court Historic Records Center holds many historic records from and about the Fairfax
Court House and Office of the Clerk of Court.
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Alternative Form Available
This document was digitized and is available to view here.
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