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Historical and Biographical Information

Rosanne S. Berkenstock was born on March 1, 1952 in Washington, DC. She grew up on Green Hill Farm in
Haymarket, Virginia where her family raised Angus cattle and horses. She graduated from George Mason
University with a B.A. in History and went on to have a career in the journalism and photography field in
which she won more than 70 professional awards. After freelancing for a couple of Prince William County
community newspapers, she served as the Countryside and Equestrian Sports Editor for The Fauquier
Democrat and later worked for the Culpeper News.

Berkenstock participated in Prince William County’s 4-H program for many years and won the 1970 Virginia
4-H Horse Judging Contest. She also had a career in emergency services working as a volunteer firefighter
and EMT in Culpepper County and later hired as the first female firefighter for the Frederick County Fire and
Rescue Department. She later became a registered nurse and owned a yarn shop in Culpeper, Virginia before
her death on May 13, 2014.

In 1975, the Burke Jaycees undertook a study of the history of Burke, Virginia to promote community
awareness in conjunction with the National Bicentennial. Through the project, the Jaycees hoped to publish a
book on the community’s history, contribute local history research to the Kings Park Library, and to create an
educational slideshow for local civic groups and schools.

With the development of Burke Centre simultaneously occurring at the start of this project, the Burke Centre
Conservancy eventually took it over. They selected Rosanne Berkenstock, a trained historian, to trace the
history of Burke Centre. Berkenstock interviewed a number of local residents and located research material
and historical sources. A final report was never completed, but the Burke Centre Conservancy published
some of Berkenstock’s research efforts in a 1977 pamphlet entitled “An Introduction to the History of the
Burke Centre Area”.

Scope and Content

The Rosanne S. Berkenstock Papers on Burke Centre Study consists of 0.5 linear feet and spans the years
1974-1977 and contains correspondence, drafts, notes, research materials and oral history interview
transcripts. Subjects include the history of Burke, Virginia.

Index Terms

Burke, Virginia - History

Container List
Box 1 Folder 1: Correspondence, 1974-1977
Box 1 Folder 2: Research Notes, Undated
Box 1 Folder 3: Outline and Table of Contents, Undated
Box 1 Folder 4: Coffer Family (draft), 1977

Box 1 Folder 5: Hall Family Material, Undated



Box 1 Folder 6: Selecman Family History (draft), Undated
Box 1 Folder 7: Fairfax Herald (excerpts), 1887-1907

Box 1 Folder 8: Court Records (excerpts), Undated

Box 1 Folder 9: Tax Records (excerpts), Undated

Box 1 Folder 10: Wills and Inventories (excerpts) , Undated
Box 1 Folder 11: Northern Neck Grants (excerpts), 1976

Box 1 Folder 12: Civil War Material from Official Records,
Undated

Box 1 Folder 13: Maps, Undated

Box 1 Folder 14: Assorted Material on Burke, VA, Undated
Box 1 Folder 15: Oral interview: Willie Harlow, Undated

Box 1 Folder 16: Oral Interview: Harlow Rice, Undated

Box 1 Folder 17: Oral Interview: Ann Brown, Undated

Box 1 Folder 18: Oral Interview: Ralph Raney, Undated

Box 1 Folder 19: Oral Interview: Owen Remington, Undated
Box 1 Folder 20: Oral Interview: William C. Downey, Undated
Box 1 Folder 21: Oral Interview: Fred Kielsgard, Undated

Box 1 Folder 22: Oral Interview: Mr. and Mrs. Santford Martin,
Undated

Box 1 Folder 23: Oral Interview: Cam Sheads, Undated
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