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Biographical/Historical Information

Phoebe Carolyn May (Orebaugh) was born in Rockingham County, Va., Aug. 26, 1935. After graduating from
Broadway High School, she entered Bridgewater College in 1952. She earned her bachelor of arts degree in
French in 1955, then returned to Broadway High School and taught there until retiring in 1990. During her
34-year career, Orebaugh taught French, English, U.S. Government, U.S. History, and World History. She
married Robert Orebaugh in 1958; they were later divorced.

A member of the Republican Party, Orebaugh was elected to the Virginia House of Delegates in 1982 by
defeating Rockingham County attorney Roger Ritchie. She represented the 27th District for two terms, 1983-
1985. Although she won reelection in 1984 by defeating another Rockingham County teacher, Nancy Jones,
she lost to Paul Cline in 1986. In 1988, she successfully challenged Cline for her old seat and served until
1991. During her time in the House of Delegates, she sponsored a number of important bills, including one to
legalize the medical use of heroin for terminally ill cancer patients. She also sponsored bills to increase the
penalty for organizing dog fights from a misdemeanor to a felony and to require the state to draw up annual
plans for child care. She planned to run for the 6th U.S. Congressional District seat in 1992, but later
withdrew from consideration.

Scope and Content

This collection documents the legislative career of Phoebe Orebaugh, a member of the Virginia House of
Delegates from 1983-1985 and 1988-1991. The collection was donated by Orebaugh and includes legislative
materials, campaign materials, correspondence, speeches, newspaper clippings, radio transcripts,
biographical information, photographs, business cards, and notes. The collection is contained in four boxes
and two oversize folders. The collection consists of approximately 3 cubic feet of materials and is topically
arranged in seven series.

Series |, Legislation, is the largest series in the collection and is arranged topically. Included are notes, bill
drafts, resolutions, clippings, and correspondence pertaining to various bills that Orebaugh worked on in the
House of Delegates. Correspondents include local citizens interested in the bills, as well as experts on the
subjects of the bills. The largest amount of materials in this series pertains to bills to legalize heroin as
medical use for terminally ill cancer patients, House redistricting, and hunting. Other legislation includes bills
for riding in pick-up trucks under the age of 16, state annual plans for day care centers, and limiting the
amount of bills that representatives can propose in a session. The series also contains Virginia General
Assembly voting and attendance records as well as conservative ratings of representatives.

Series Il, Campaign Materials, is topically arranged and includes election results, political advertisements,
reports of contributions and expenditures, and campaign brochures and pins. Of particular interest are
materials pertaining to Democrat opponent Paul Cline and information on local political supporters such as
“Educators for Orebaugh” and “Women for Orebaugh.” In addition to campaign pins for Orebaugh, the series
also contains pins for fellow Republicans Nathan Miller, Paul Trible, Kevin Miller, and John Warner.

Series lll, Speeches, is primarily arranged chronologically, followed by miscellaneous materials and undated
drafts. Speeches date from 1988 to 1999 and include subjects such as Orebaugh's heroin bill, leadership, the
importance of being involved in government, the duties of a House of Delegates member, and the role of
women in today's society. Orebaugh spoke to organizations, churches, and schools in Rockingham County,
the Shenandoah Valley, and other locations throughout Virginia, both during and after legislative career
ended.

Series IV, Clippings, is arranged chronologically from 1982 to 1993 and pertains to Orebaugh's political
campaigns and her legislative career. Most of the articles are from the “Daily News-Record,” in Harrisonburg,
and the “Richmond Times-Dispatch.”



Series V, Miscellaneous, is arranged topically and includes biographical information sheets for Orebaugh,
transcripts of radio broadcasts by her on various legislative subjects, and various materials (3 folders)
pertaining to her brother, Joe May, who also served in the Virginia House of Delegates, representing the 33rd
District. These materials include press releases prepared by Orebaugh while working as her brother's press
secretary and information on May's legislative activities during 2001. One folder of materials contains legal
documents pertaining to the Republican Party of Virginia vs. Governor L. Douglas Wilder, which was a civil
suit concerning the 1991 redistricting of the House of Delegates; included in these materials are Orebaugh's
answers to questions submitted by the defendant. The series also contains eight pieces of correspondence
dated 1982-2000, including a form letter (June 1, 2000) from U.S. Senator George Allen with a personal note
to Orebaugh ("It was sure good to sing '‘Back in the Saddle Again' again with you in Toms Brook").

Series VI, Photographs, consists of studio photographs of Orebaugh, images of her while the Virginia House of
Delegates was in session, individual photographs of other political leaders, and photographs taken of
Orebaugh with other state and national political figures. Also included is a certificate of appreciation given to
Orebaugh from the Republican leadership of the 104th Congress featuring photographs of the party's six
ranking Congressional leaders. Other individuals in the photographs include Ronald Reagan, George H. W.
Bush, Charles Robb, John Warner, George Allen, and Oliver North.

Series VII, Oversize Materials, consists of maps of Virginia, maps of House of Delegates districts, a sample
ballot, and campaign posters. Also included is a handmade poster showing precinct results in Rockingham
County for Orebaugh and other candidates during the 1982 election.

Contents List (Box-Folder)

Series l:Legislation

1983-1984 Conservative Ratings (Published by the Virginia Conservative
Education and Research Institute)

Container 1:1 (box-folder)

1985 Virginia General Assembly Attendance Record (Compiled by Clerk's
Office of House of Delegates)

Container 1:2 (box-folder)

1990-1991 Virginia General Assembly Voting Records (Published by
Virginia Foundation for Research and Economic Education, Inc.)

Container 1:3 (box-folder)

1991 Appropriations for Planning and Budget (Published by the
Appropriations Committee of the General Assembly)

Container 1:4 (box-folder)

1991 Joint Conference Committee Reports (3 Folders)
Container 1:5-7 (box-folder)

1991 Key Vote Analysis (Published by the Republican Party of Virginia)
Container 1:8 (box-folder)

1991 Virginia House of Delegates Calendars (4 Folders)
Container 1:9-12 (box-folder)

Adult Homes - HB 260 - 1984 (2 Folders)
Container 1:13-14 (box-folder)

Auto Insurance Premium Increase - HJR 72 - 1988
Container 1:15 (box-folder)

Budget Amendment for Bridgewater - HB 30 - 1988
Container 1:16 (box-folder)



Budget Amendment for Rockingham Co. Jail - 1988
Container 1:17 (box-folder)

Camp Counselor Background Checks - HB 1817 - 1991

Container 1:18 (box-folder)

Child Day Care - HB 1696 - 1985

Container 1:19 (box-folder)

Color Coding Caps on Petroleum Storage Tanks - HJR 304 - 1991
Container 1:20 (box-folder)

Commitment of Mentally Il - HB 1818 - 1991

Container 1:21 (box-folder)

Consumer Education Resolution - HJR 375 - 1989
Container 1:22 (box-folder)

Court Interpreters - HB 1316 - 1991

Container 1:23 (box-folder)

Courts of Justice Process and Service Fees - HB 1757 - 1985
Container 1:24 (box-folder)

Dayton Town Charter - HB 25 - 1988

Container 1:25 (box-folder)

Dirty Bumper Stickers - HR 98 - 1988

Container 1:26 (box-folder)

Dogfighting - HB 1754 - 1985

Container 1:27 (box-folder)

Dropouts (High School) During Final Six Weeks - HB 1819 - 1991
Container 1:28 (box-folder)

Elderly on Boards - HJR 305 - 1985

Container 1:29 (box-folder)

Exemption to Worker's Compensation Act - HB 1756 - 1985
Container 1:30 (box-folder)

Farm Tags for Rescue Squad Members - HB 1709 - 1989

Container 1:31 (box-folder)

Goose-Necked Trailers - HIR 376 - 1989

Container 1:32 (box-folder)

Health Regulatory Bills - HB 1755 - 1985

Container 1:33 (box-folder)
Heroin - HB 494 - 1988 (10 Folders)

Bills, Resolutions and Congressional Records
Container 1:34 (box-folder)



Official Statements
Container 1:35 (box-folder)

Correspondence: 1981-1987
Container 1:36 (box-folder)

Correspondence: 1988
Container 1:37 (box-folder)

Correspondence: 1989, Undated
Container 1:38 (box-folder)

Clippings: 1969-1983
Container 1:39 (box-folder)

Clippings: 1984-1987
Container 1:40 (box-folder)

Clippings: 1988-1993, Undated
Container 1:41 (box-folder)

Miscellaneous
Container 2:1 (box-folder)

WNIS Norfolk Radio News (cassette tape)
Container 4:4 (box-folder)

Hunting (3 Folders)

Trespassing - HB 323 - 1991
Container 2:2 (box-folder)

Safety Courses - HB 1248 - 1985
Container 2:3 (box-folder)

Revoking License - HB 1249 - 1985
Container 2:4 (box-folder)

Limit Number of Bills that a Legislator Can Introduce - HB 1923 - 1989
Container 2:5 (box-folder)

Local Government Actions on Subdivision Proposals - HB 880 - 1990
Container 2:6 (box-folder)

Memorial Resolution for Taliaferro - HJR 249 - 1989

Container 2:7 (box-folder)

Missouri Plan for Judge Selection - HJR 14 - 1990

Container 2:8 (box-folder)

Motor Vehicle Carriers - HB 1315 - 1991
Container 2:9 (box-folder)



Parent Visitation Rights in Day Care Centers - HB 1694 - 1985
Container 2:10 (box-folder)

Physicals for Bus Drivers - HB 1662 - 1989

Container 2:11 (box-folder)

Privately-Owned Water Companies - SB 100 - 1988
Container 2:12 (box-folder)

Redistricting - HB 3001 - 1991 (8 Folders)

Container 2:12 (box-folder)

Bills, Resolutions, Amendments
Container 2:13 (box-folder)

Official Statements
Container 2:14 (box-folder)

Correspondence
Container 2:15 (box-folder)

Clippings, Newsletters, Press Releases
Container 2:16 (box-folder)

District Data: 1990-Mar. 1991
Container 2:17 (box-folder)

District Data: Apr. 1991
Container 2:18 (box-folder)

District Data: Undated
Container 2:19 (box-folder)

Miscellaneous
Container 2:20 (box-folder)

Resolution Commending Carrier - HJR 357 - 1991

Container 2:21 (box-folder)

Riding in Back of Pick-Up Trucks - HB 878 - 1991

Container 2:22 (box-folder)

Right of Way Bill - HB 255 - 1990

Container 2:23 (box-folder)

Salary Increases for School Board Members - HB 376 - 1989

Container 2:24 (box-folder)

Sales Tax Exemption - HB 1924 - 1989
Container 2:25 (box-folder)

Sales Tax Exception for REACT - HB 1271 - 1991 (2 Folders)
Container 2:26-27 (box-folder)



School Bus Unboarding - HB 1710 - 1989

Container 2:28 (box-folder)

Suicide and Depression Among Elderly - HIR 71 - 1988

Container 2:29 (box-folder)

Tax Exemption for Bridgewater Day Care - SB 521 - 1989
Container 2:30 (box-folder)

Transfer of Vehicle Tags - HB 1383 - 1991
Container 2:31 (box-folder)

Turn Signals for Farm Wagons on Highways - 1990

Container 2:32 (box-folder)

Vehicle Dealer's License Plates - 1990
Container 2:33 (box-folder)

Wage Garnishment - HB 495 - 1989

Container 2:34 (box-folder)

Chief Patron Report (Feb. 15, 1991)

Container 2:35 (box-folder)

Series ll:Campaign Materials

1991 Legislative Race

Container 2:36 (box-folder)

Brochures
Container 2:37 (box-folder)

Campaign Pins
Container 4:5 (box-folder)

Educators for Orebaugh
Container 2:38 (box-folder)

Miscellaneous
Container 2:39 (box-folder)

Paul Cline
Container 2:40 (box-folder)

Reports of Contributions and Expenditures
Container 2:41 (box-folder)

State Election Results - 1983, 1987, 1991
Container 2:42 (box-folder)

Women for Orebaugh
Container 2:43 (box-folder)

Workers for Campaign
Container 2:44 (box-folder)



Series lll:Speeches

1988 - UVA Speech

Container 2:45 (box-folder)

1991-1993

Container 2:46 (box-folder)

1995-1996

Container 2:47 (box-folder)

1999 - Leadership

Container 2:48 (box-folder)

Undated (3 Folders)
Container 2:49-51 (box-folder)

Series IV:Clippings

1982-1984

Container 3:1 (box-folder)

1985-1987

Container 3:2 (box-folder)

1988

Container 3:3 (box-folder)

1989, 1990

Container 3:4 (box-folder)

1991, 1993

Container 3:5 (box-folder)

Series V:Miscellaneous

Correspondence
Container 3:6 (box-folder)

Joe May

Articles/Press Releases
Container 3:7 (box-folder)

Legislation/Reports
Container 3:8 (box-folder)

Miscellaneous
Container 3:9 (box-folder)

Biographical Information Sheets (including legislative highlights)
Container 3:10 (box-folder)



Radio Transcripts
Container 3:11 (box-folder)

Republican Party of Virginia v. L. Douglas Wilder
Container 3:12 (box-folder)

Series VI:Photographs

Phoebe Orebaugh

Container 4:1-2 (box-folder)

Phoebe Orebaugh and Other Political Figures
Container 4:3 (box-folder)

Series VII:Oversize Materials

Miscellaneous (2 Folders)
Container Oversize:1-2 (box-folder)
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