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Descriptive Summary

Unit ID
Ms.2024.093

Unit Date

1853-1881

Language

The material in this collection is in English.
Abstract

This collection contains the ledger dated 1853-1881 of Thomas Hill Bernard (1824-1905), an enslaver and
manager of Big Meadows Plantation in Franklin County, Virginia. This ledger is also signed by his daughter
Mary E. Bernard (1874-1952). The ledger lists the names, occupations, ages, and "value" of of five enslaved
people: Terry, [Tom?], [Amistead?], James, and [Banks?] The majority of the ledger includes the farming
activities of the farm and the daily activities of Bernard and his family, mostly from the 1870s. The ledger
also contains a receipt of taxes owed to the Sheriff of Franklin County in 1853 for the plantation signed by
Judith Bernard.
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Conditions Governing Access
The collection is open for research.

Conditions Governing Reproduction and Use

The copyright status of this collection is unknown. Copyright restrictions may apply. Contact Special
Collections and University Archives for assistance in determining the use of these materials.

Reproduction or digitization of materials for personal or research use can be requested using our
reproduction/digitization form: http://bit.ly/scuareproduction.

Reproduction or digitization of materials for publication or exhibit use can be requested using our
publication/exhibition form: http://bit.ly/scuapublication. Please contact Special Collections and University
Archives (specref@vt.edu or 540-231-6308) if you need assistance with forms or to submit a completed form.

Source of Acquisition

The Thomas Hill Bernard Ledger was purchased by Special Collections and University Archives in November
2018.

Processing Information

The processing, arrangement, and description of the Thomas Hill Bernard Ledger was completed in
September 2024.

Preferred Citation
Researchers wishing to cite this collection should include the following information: [identification of item],

[box], [folder], Thomas Hill Bernard Ledger, 1853-1881, Ms2024-093, Special Collections and University
Archives, Virginia Tech, Blacksburg, Va.

Biographical Note

The son of Zadock and Mary Bernard, Thomas Hill Bernard (1824-1905) was an enslaver, farmer, and
manager of Big Meadows Plantation in Franklin County, Virginia. He enslaved seven people, including
children, according to the 1850 census, and five people in 1860, according to this collection. During the
American Civil War, Bernard enlisted in the Confederate Army with the Virginia Volunteers in Company F of
the 57th Infantry Regiment on April 19, 1862, and was discharged on May 20, 1862. He also served as the
superintendent of Franklin County schools from 1870 to 1872 and as a judge for Franklin County Court from
1879 to 1883.

Thomas Hill Bernard married Sarah Annie (Sallie) Eudaily or Endaily (1831-1917) in 1852 in Stokes County,
North Carolina, and they had several children, including Walter, Arthur, Zadock, William T., James C., and
Mary Bernard (1874-1952).
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Scope and Content

This collection contains the ledger dated 1853-1881 of Thomas Hill Bernard, an enslaver and plantation
owner from Franklin County, Virginia. It is also signed by his daughter Mary E. Bernard. The ledger was
published in 1852 as a "Plantation and Farm Instruction, Regulation, Record, Inventory, and Account Book" in
Richmond, Virginia, by J.W. Randolph, a publisher, bookseller, and stationer. There are two advertisements at
the beginning of the ledger. After that is a 17-page "explanation" that discusses how to run a plantation and
how to keep the ledger properly. This also contains a portion about how to treat enslaved people.

The majority of the book is lined pages with manual entries about farming and other activities starting in
1853 and ending in 1881 for the Big Meadows Plantation with Thomas H. Bernard as manager. Some of the
entries were written by his children, including a draft letter to a cousin and information about preaching or
attending church. Within the ledger is a receipt of taxes owed to the Sheriff of Franklin County in 1853 by
Judith Bernard.

On the first page of the manual entries, page 20, an inventory lists the names, occupations, ages, and
"value" of of five enslaved people: Terry, [Tom?], [Amistead?], James, and [Banks?] The first three were listed
as farm laborers and [Banks?] as a blacksmith. Their ages ranged from 28 to 40 and their "values" from
$200-$400.

In another entry from 1861 on page 32, Bernard mentions the American Civil War. He wrote, "The war has
started and everyone thinks it won't last a month." On the same page is another entry about the war dated
1862, "l have enlisted in the army of the Confederate States with the VA Volunteers." The next page skips to
1871.

The ledger underwent conservation in 2019 and was rebound. The paper label on the front of the new cover
misspells Bernard's last name as "Brevard." The original cover is included in this collection.
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