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Descriptive Summary
Unit ID
Ms.2024.041
Unit Date
1911-1963
Language
The materials in this collection are in English.
Abstract
The J. M. Butterworth Family Papers is a collection spanning from 1911-1963 that contains lab notebooks, a
scrapbook or report on Japanese culture by Agnes Butterworth, correspondence, and more. Subjects include
engineering, math topics, and World War I.
Creator
Butterworth, J. M. (Joseph Millard), 1893-1942
Extent
0.4 Cubic Feet 1 box
Repository
Special Collections and University Archives, Virginia Tech

Administrative Information

http://spec.lib.vt.edu


Conditions Governing Access
The collection is open for research.
Conditions Governing Reproduction and Use
The copyright status of this collection is unknown. Copyright restrictions may apply. Contact Special
Collections and University Archives for assistance in determining the use of these materials.
Reproduction or digitization of materials for personal or research use can be requested using our
reproduction/digitization form: http://bit.ly/scuareproduction.
Reproduction or digitization of materials for publication or exhibit use can be requested using our
publication/exhibition form: http://bit.ly/scuapublication. Please contact Special Collections and University
Archives (specref@vt.edu or 540-231-6308) if you need assistance with forms or to submit a completed form.
Source of Acquisition
The J. M. Butterworth Family Papers were purchased by Special Collections and University Archives before
2016.
Processing Information
The processing, arrangement, and description of the J. M. Butterworth Family Papers was completed in April
2024.
Preferred Citation
Researchers wishing to cite this collection should include the following information: [identification of item],
[box], [folder], J. M. Butterworth Family Papers, 1911-1963, Ms2024-041, Special Collections and University
Archives, Virginia Tech, Blacksburg, Va.

Biographical Note
Joseph Millard Butterworth was born to Cary Wilbur and Ida or Mamie (Little) Butterworth on August 29,
1893, in Doswell, Virginia. He studied mechanical engineering at Virginia Polytechnic Institute (VPI) from
1911 to 1915, while his brother Alvin S. Butterworth studies electrical engineering, also at VPI from 1911 to
1914. He also had a sister Agnes L. Butterworth.
Butterworth worked as an engineer, including time as a draughtsman for the Curtiss Aeroplane Co. of
Buffalo, New York, in the 1910s and at the J.G. Wilson Corp. from the 1920s-1940s, as manager of the
Baltimore, Maryland, office, an employee in Haverford, Pennsylvania, and assistant superintendent of the
Norfolk, Virginia, office.
Butterworth married Virginia Louise Baughan (1897-1985) on June 5, 1918, in Baltimore, and they had two
sons, Jospeh and Robert. He died on November 19, 1942, and is buried alongside his wife at Riverview
Cemetery in Richmond.
External Sources:
U.S. Federal Census, 1900-1950.
"Joesph Millard Butterworth," FindAGrave.com,
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/150406481/joseph_millard_butterworth, accessed April 5, 2024.
"Joseph Millard Butterworth" in the U.S., Social Security Applications and Claims Index, 1936-2007,
Ancestry.com, https://www.ancestrylibrary.com/discoveryui-content/view/8840789:60901, accessed April 26,
2024.
"Joesph Millard Butterworth" in the U.S., World War I Draft Registration Cards, 1917-1918, Ancestry.com,
https://www.ancestrylibrary.com/discoveryui-content/view/21491760:6482, accessed April 5, 2024.
"Joesph Millard Butterworth" in the U.S., World War II Draft Registration Cards, 1942, Ancestry.com,
https://www.ancestrylibrary.com/discoveryui-content/view/2204895:1002, accessed April 5, 2024.
"Joesph M Butterworth" in the U.S., City Directories, 1822-1995, Ancestry.com,
https://www.ancestrylibrary.com/discoveryui-content/view/564885616:2469, accessed April 5, 2024.
"Baughan-Butterworth" marriage announcement, Richmond (Virginia) Times-Dispatch, June 11, 1918,
available online at Newspapers.com, https://www.newspapers.com/image/168486297/?article=cecf279a-
72cd-46db-9490-3de47bc4e0b1, accessed April 26, 2024.

Scope and Content
The J. M. Butterworth Family Papers is a collection spanning from 1911-1963 that contains lab notebooks, a
scrapbook or report on Japanese culture by Agnes Butterworth, correspondence, and more. Subjects include
engineering, math topics, and World War I.
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Rights Statement for Archival Description
The guide to the J. M. Butterworth Family Papers by Special Collections and University Archives, Virginia
Tech, is licensed under a CC0 (https://creativecommons.org/share-your-work/public-domain/cc0/).

Arrangement
This collection is arranged by material type and subdivided by subject.

Description of Subordinate Components
D.C. Laboratory Experiments and Report
Unit Date 1914-01-09-1914-06-08
box-folder 1 (box)
Container 1 (folder)

Steam-Boiler Notes
Unit Date 1913-1914
box-folder 1 (box)
Container 2 (folder)

Dynamo and Power Laboratory Reports
Unit Date 1914-01-07-1914-03-09
box-folder 1 (box)
Container 3 (folder)

Japanese Culture Notes and Report
Unit Date undated
box-folder 1 (box)
Container 4 (folder)

Engineering Laboratory Reports and Paper Materials
Unit Date 1914-10-01-1915-05-14, undated
box-folder 1 (box)
Container 5 (folder)

Class Notebooks
Unit Date 1914-1915, undated
box-folder 1 (box)
Container 6 (folder)

Correspondence
Unit Date 1918-11-11-1963-04-04, undated



box-folder 1 (box)
Container 7 (folder)

Miscellaneous
Unit Date 1937-09-25-1938-05, undated
box-folder 1 (box)
Container 8 (folder)

Tuition Receipts
Unit Date 1914-11-02-1915-02-26
box-folder 1 (box)
Container 9 (folder)

Envelopes
Unit Date 1911-09-26-1918-05-23, undated
box-folder 1 (box)
Container 10 (folder)
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