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Descriptive Summary
Unit ID
Ms.2023.023
Unit Date
1864
Language
The materials in this collection are in English.
Abstract
This collection contains a telegraph sent from Captain R. A. Williams, A.C.S. [Acting Commissary of
Subsistence], in Wytheville, Virginia, to Captain Isaac Shelby in Abingdon asking for advice about an order
that required Williams to send four soldiers elsewhere. Williams notes that the order would take "four of my
most indispensable men and if persisted in will paralyze my operations".
Creator
Williams, R. A., Captain
Extent
0.1 Cubic Feet 1 folder
Repository
Special Collections and University Archives, Virginia Tech
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Administrative Information
Conditions Governing Access
The collection is open for research.
Conditions Governing Reproduction and Use
The copyright status of this collection is unknown. Copyright restrictions may apply. Contact Special
Collections and University Archives for assistance in determining the use of these materials.
Reproduction or digitization of materials for personal or research use can be requested using our
reproduction/digitization form: http://bit.ly/scuareproduction.
Reproduction or digitization of materials for publication or exhibit use can be requested using our
publication/exhibition form: http://bit.ly/scuapublication. Please contact Special Collections and University
Archives (specref@vt.edu or 540-231-6308) if you need assistance with forms or to submit a completed form.
Source of Acquisition
The R. A. Williams Telegraph was purchased by Special Colletions and University Archives in January 2015.
Processing Information
The processing, arrangement, and description of the R. A. Williams Telegraph was completed in May 2023.
Preferred Citation
Researchers wishing to cite this collection should include the following information: [identification of item],
[folder], R. A. Williams Telegraph, 1864, Ms2023-023, Special Collections and University Archives, Virginia
Tech, Blacksburg, Va.

Biographical Note
Captain R. A. Williams was Acting Commissary of Subsistence for the Confederacy during the American Civil
War. No other information could be found.
External Sources:
"Williams, R. A.", National Park Service's Civil War Soldier database, https://www.nps.gov/civilwar/search-
soldiers-detail.htm?soldierId=D7E1B2DF-DC7A-DF11-BF36-B8AC6F5D926A

Scope and Content
This collection contains a telegraph sent from Captain R. A. Williams, A.C.S. [Acting Commissary of
Subsistence], in Wytheville, Virginia, to Captain Isaac Shelby in Abingdon asking for advice about an order
that required Williams to send four soldiers elsewhere. Williams notes that the order would take "four of my
most indispensable men and if persisted in will paralyze my operations".

Related Archival Materials
There is an 1864 letter from Captain R. A. Williams to Captain Isaac Shelby at the Library of Virginia in
Confederate States of America. Subsistence Dept. Letter, 8 December 1864. Accession 37050. See the LVA's
website for organizational records.

Keywords
Civil War
United States -- History -- Civil War, 1861-1865
Virginia, Southwest
Wythe County (Va.)

Rights Statement for Archival Description
The guide to the R. A. Williams Telegraph by Special Collections and University Archives, Virginia Tech, is
licensed under a CC0 (https://creativecommons.org/share-your-work/public-domain/cc0/).
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