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Descriptive Summary
Unit ID
Ms.2022.071
Unit Date
1898
Language
The materials in this collection are written in English.
Abstract
This collection contains three letters from "produce commission merchant" C. E. Sydnor & Co. of Richmond,
Virginia, to the Tarter Brothers of Rural Retreat, primarily related to the purchase and shipment of cabbages.
Creator
C. E. Sydnor & Co. (Richmond, Va.)
Extent
0.1 Cubic Feet 1 folder
Repository
Special Collections and University Archives, Virginia Tech
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Conditions Governing Access
The collection is open for research.
Conditions Governing Reproduction and Use
The copyright status of this collection is unknown. Copyright restrictions may apply. Contact Special
Collections and University Archives for assistance in determining the use of these materials.
Reproduction or digitization of materials for personal or research use can be requested using our
reproduction/digitization form: http://bit.ly/scuareproduction.
Reproduction or digitization of materials for publication or exhibit use can be requested using our
publication/exhibition form: http://bit.ly/scuapublication. Please contact Special Collections and University
Archives (specref@vt.edu or 540-231-6308) if you need assistance with forms or to submit a completed form.
Source of Acquisition
This collection was purchased by Special Collections and University Archives in 2017.
Processing Information
The processing, arrangement, and description of the C. E. Sydnor & Co. Letters to Tarter Bros. was
completed in October 2022.
Preferred Citation
Researchers wishing to cite this collection should include the following information: [identification of item],
[box], [folder], C. E. Sydnor & Co. Letters to Tarter Bros., 1898, Ms2022-071, Special Collections and
University Archives, Virginia Tech, Blacksburg, Va.

Biographical Note
C. E. Sydnor & Co., a "produce commission merchant," was operated by Clarence E. Sydnor of Richmond,
Virginia.
There is a Clarence Edward Sydnor (1855-1915) buried alongside his wife Sallie Dorsey Sydnor (1857-1047)
in the Hollywood Cemetery of Richmond.
External Sources:
"Clarence E Sydnor", Richmond, Virginia, City Directory, 1898, in the U.S., City Directories, 1822-1995
database, Ancestry.com, https://www.ancestrylibrary.com/discoveryui-content/view/688225327:2469,
accessed September 19, 2023.
"Clarence Edward Sydnor", Findagrave.com, https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/57898906/clarence-
edward-sydnor, accessed September 19, 2023.

Scope and Content
This collection contains three letters from "produce commission merchant" C. E. Sydnor & Co. of Richmond,
Virginia, to the Tarter Brothers of Rural Retreat, primarily related to the purchase and shipment of cabbages.
C. E. Sydnor warns that "we have had so many people to offer to consign us a Car of Cabbage in the last few
days, that your market certainly must be in an unsettled condition" and offer a price of $3 to $3.50 per
hundred cabbages for "full green, large size, hard head Cabbage" with an extra for added potatoes if they
are "large size and clean, extra nice." They recommend shipping with another seller to reduce cost. Also
included are crate tags and envelopes printed with C. E. Sydnor & Co. information and, in one case, an
advertisement for elastic starch.
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