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Abstract

The Rosanna Croy Dawson Collection includes materials from 1847-1907. The collection contains information
relating to the Croy Dawson Family and supposedly the only woman-run business in Blacksburg, VA at that
time.

Creator

Croy family (Blacksburg, Va.)

Extent

2.8 Cubic Feet 4 boxes; 2 framed items

Repository

Special Collections and University Archives, Virginia Tech

Administrative Information


http://spec.lib.vt.edu

Access Restrictions
The collection is open for research.

Use Restrictions

Permission to publish material from Rosanna Croy Dawson Collection must be obtained from Special
Collections, Virginia Tech.

Acquisition Information
The Rosanna Croy Dawson Collection was donated to Special Collections in 2019.

Processing Information

The processing, arrangement, and description of the Rosanna Croy Dawson Collection was completed in
March 2019.

Preferred Citation

Researchers wishing to cite this collection should include the following information: Rosanna Croy Dawson
Collection, Ms2019-012, Special Collections, Virginia Tech, Blacksburg, Va.

Historical Note

Rosanna Croy Dawson was born on 1822 to Methodist sexton Adam Croy and Elizabeth Echols Croy. Records
suggest that Rosanna married William H. Dawson (November 23, 1811-March 27, 1878) between December
30, 1839 and January 2, 1840. William H. Dawson was a teacher. Together they raised nine children in a
home located at the intersection of East Roanoke and Wharton Streets. The nine children were Robert M.,
William Thomas, Melissa Jane, Wesley McDonald, Martha V., Sarah E., Mary M., Maggie R., and Ellen Pauline.
William H. Dawson taught mathematics, French, and Latin at the Olin and Preston Institute after it opened in
1851. William was the head of the school until it closed when the Civil War began.

Rosanna's youngest daughter, Ellen, started a dressmaking business out of the house. Following William H.
Dawson's death in 1878, Rosanna joined her daughter in the business. Rosanna kept books for the business
and actually recorded the names of the women who sewed, the garments they worked on, and the hours
they worked to keep track of how much they should be paid.

Rosanna died on March 18, 1906.

Scope and Content

The Rosanna Croy Dawson Collection includes materials from 1847-1907. The collection contains family
history related to the Croy-Dawson families, framed + unframed photographs, business papers from the
dress shop, and family materials relating to Blacksburg. The collection consists of three series: Diaries,
Images, and Papers and Artifacts.
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Arrangement Note

The Rosanna Croy Dawson Collection is arranged in three series: Diaries, Images, and Papers and Artifacts. I.
Diaries contains the following items: diaries dated 1847-1907, transcripts of diaries, and loose pages that did
not belong in the diaries. This series is arranged by material type. Il. Images contains photographs and a
newspaper clipping. The photographs are of Rosanna and William Dawson, their children and grandchildren,
unidentified family members, the Dawson House, and a picture and newspaper clipping of when the Liberty
Bell came to Roanoke, VA. This series is arranged by subject. lll. Papers and Artifacts contains two sub-series:
Family Papers/Genealogy and Ephemera. Family Papers/Genealogy contains primary sources for research,
genealogy research, original correspondence, receipts and deeds, a description of William Dawson's chair,
and a Roanoke Times article about the collection. Ephemera contains publications, including "The Maid of the
Mountains", "The Secret of a Happy Day", "Methodism in Blacksburg"”, other local history information, and a
Washington, D.C. ashtray. This series is arranged by material type.



Description of Subordinate Components

Series I: Diaries
Unit Date 1847-1907

Sub-series A: Originals
Unit Date 1847-1907

Diary
Unit Date 1847-1870
box 1

Material Specification The diary seems to mostly be kept between the 1860s-1870s, but includes
back references to 1847.

Diary
Unit Date 1887-01-1890-11
box 2

Diary
Unit Date 1890-01-1890-12
box 1

Diary
Unit Date 1893-01-1893-12
box 1

Diary
Unit Date 1899-01-1907-12
box 2

Sub-series B: Transcripts

1889 Diary Transcript
box 3

1890 Diary Transcript
box 3

1893 Diary Transcript
box 3

1902 Diary Transcript
box 3

Loose pages
box 4

Container 1 (folder)

Series II: Images



Rosanna and William Dawson
box-folder 4 (box)

Container 2 (folder)

box 5

Rosanna and William Dawson's Children and Grandchildren
box-folder 4 (box)

Container 3 (folder)

box-folder 5 (box)

Unidentified Family
box-folder 4 (box)
Container 4 (folder)
box-folder 5 (box)

Dawson House
box-folder 4 (box)
Container 5 (folder)
box-folder 5 (box)

Local History

Unit Date 1895
box-folder 4 (box)
Container 6 (folder)

Framed Collage
Graphic Materials 1 (item)

Self-Portrait of Robert Dawson
Graphic Materials 2 (item)

Series llI: Papers and Artifacts
Unit Date 1860-1996

Sub-series A: Family Papers/Genealogy
Unit Date 1860-1996

Primary Sources for Research
Unit Date 1872-1996
box-folder 4 (box)

Container 7 (folder)

Genealogy Research
box-folder 4 (box)
Container 8 (folder)

Original Correspondence
Unit Date 1902
box-folder 4 (box)
Container 9 (folder)
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Unit Date 1860-1900
box-folder 4 (box)

Container 10 (folder)

Description of William Dawson's Chair
box-folder 4 (box)
Container 11 (folder)

Roanoke Times Article about the Collection
Unit Date 2019-03-15
box-folder 1 (box)

Sub-series B: Ephemera
Unit Date 1924-1981

Publications

Unit Date 1924-1981
box-folder 4 (box)
Container 12 (folder)
box-folder 4 (box)
Container 13 (folder)
box-folder 4 (box)
Container 14 (folder)
Scope and Contents

Folder 12 - "The Maid of the Mountains" (1924) Folder 13 - "The Secret of a Happy Day" and
"Methodism in Blacksburg" (1948) Folder 14 - "The Ole Clay Road" (1926), "Some Highlights of
Blacksburg Methodism" (1981), and "In Old Blacksburg"

Washington, D.C. Ashtray
box-folder 4 (box)
Container 15 (folder)
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