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Descriptive Summary
Unit ID
Ms.2015.059
Unit Date
c.1950s (not after 1974)
Language
English .
Abstract
The collection includes 2 designs for Christmas cards. One is signed by both Elizabeth Wright Ingram and
Gordon Ingram. The other is signed by only Gordon.
Creator
Ingraham, Elizabeth Wright, 1922-2013
Creator
Ingraham, Gordon, d.1999
Extent
0.1 Cubic Feet 1 folder
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Repository
Special Collections and University Archives, Virginia Tech

Administrative Information
Access Restrictions
Collection is open for research.
Use Restrictions
Permission to publish material from Elizabeth Wright and Gordon Ingraham Christmas Card Designs must be
obtained from Special Collections, Virginia Tech.
Acquisition Information
The Elizabeth Wright and Gordon Ingraham Christmas Card Designs were purchased by Special Collections in
October 2015.
Processing Information
The processing, arrangement, and description of the Elizabeth Wright and Gordon Ingraham Christmas Card
Designs was completed in December 2015.
Preferred Citation
Researchers wishing to cite this collection should include the following information: Elizabeth Wright and
Gordon Ingraham Christmas Card Designs, Ms2015-059, Special Collections, Virginia Tech, Blacksburg, Va.

Biographical Note
Elizabeth Wright Ingraham, Fellow of the American Institute of Architects was born in 1922 in Oak Park,
Illinois and died on September 15, 2013 in San Antonio, Texas. Her father was John Lloyd Wright, an
architect and the inventor of Lincoln Logs toys, and her grandfather was the noted architect Frank Lloyd
Wright. She studied architecture with her grandfather at Taliesin in 1937 and with Mies van der Rohe at
Armour Institute (now the Illinois Institute of Technology) before attending the University of California at
Berkeley. During World War II, Elizabeth served as a draftsman for the U. S. Navy. In 1970, she founded her
own architecture firm Elizabeth Wright Ingraham & Associates. That same year, she also founded the Wright-
Ingraham Institute, a non-profit educational organization focused on the study of land use and environmental
issues.
Louis Gordon Ingraham (Gordon), was born on March 5, 1915 in New York, New York and died on August 5,
1999 in Colorado Springs, Colorado. He studied architecture with Frank Lloyd Wright at Taliesin in 1937 and
graduated from the University of Virginia School of Architecture in 1939. During the 1940s, he volunteered
with the American Field Service in north Africa and Italy.
Elizabeth and Gordon met in 1937 while they were both studying with Frank Lloyd Wright at Taliesin.
Together, they founded Ingraham & Ingraham, Architects, where they designed more than 90 homes in the
1950s, including the Beadles House, in Colorado Springs, Colorado.

Scope and Content
The collection includes 2 designs for Christmas cards. One of the designs is on architectural drawing paper
and depicts an abstracted tree branch design using straight lines and circles. This design is signed by both
Elizabeth and Gordon and includes the greeting "Merry Cristmas [sic] to all." The other design is on heavier
dark-green paper and depicts a lighted tree design using yellow lines and red triangles. It is signed by only
Gordon and includes the greeting "A Merry Christmas."
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