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Descriptive Summary

Unit ID
Ms.2010.016
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1861-1865

Language

The material in the collection is in English.
Abstract

The collection includes three letters from Confederate Privates Raphael C. and Erasmus Bauserman of
Virginia's 12th Cavalry, Company K, to their family during the American Civil War. Dated from 1861 to 1864,
the letters are addressed to their mother, sisters, and other brothers. They discuss their unit's health,
company rations, fighting, and horses.
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Conditions Governing Access
The collection is open for research.

Conditions Governing Reproduction and Use

The copyright status of this collection is unknown. Copyright restrictions may apply. Contact Special
Collections and University Archives for assistance in determining the use of these materials.

Reproduction or digitization of materials for personal or research use can be requested using our
reproduction/digitization form: http://bit.ly/scuareproduction. Reproduction or digitization of materials for
publication or exhibit use can be requested using our publication/exhibition form:
http://bit.ly/scuapublication. Please contact Special Collections and University Archives (specref@vt.edu or
540-231-6308) if you need assistance with forms or to submit a completed form.

Source of Acquisition
The Bauserman Family Letters were donated to Special Collections in 2007.

Processing Information

The processing, arrangement, and description of the Bauserman Family Letters commenced and were
completed in March 2010.

Preferred Citation

Researchers wishing to cite this collection should include the following information: [identification of item],
[box], [folder], Bauserman Family Letters , Ms2010-016, Special Collections and University Archives, Virginia
Tech, Blacksburg, Va.

Biographical Note

Raphael C. Bauserman was born on January 1, 1837 and died on May 5, 1912. He had a fair complexion, gray
eyes, and black hair. On May 1, 1862, he enlisted as a Private in the Confederate 12th Virginia Cavalry,
Company K of the Confederate Army during the American Civil War. He served until April 20, 1965 when he
was paroled at Mt. Jackson. During his military career, he lost a horse appraised at $550 at Brandy Station on
June 9, 1863. Additionally, he was AWOL between January and February and between July and August of
1865. On January 21, 1891, Raphael married Sarah F. Lindamood; their children include Mary Frances, Vernie
Virginia, and Harry H.

Erasmus Bauserman was born on March 18, 1842 and died on February 14, 1913. He was 5'11 and like his
brother had a fair complexion, gray eyes, and black hair. On September 22, 1862, he joined his brother's
unit, enlisting at Woodstock, Virginia. During his military career, he was AOWL between January and February
1864. On April 20, 1865, he was paroled at Mt. Jackson. Erasmus married Mary C. Funkhouser on September
14, 1871; they had a son named Charles Casper.

These two brothers were born to Reuben (died in 1860) and Mary Bauserman (born on March 17, 1814 and
died on December 27, 1886).0ther siblings include Robert Alexander, Elizabeth A, Sarah, Mary F, and John 0.
The family resided in what is now known as the "Harry Bauserman Home" located in Jackson, Virginia. The
house was built in 1818 and bought by Reuben Bauserman in 1850. The house was willed to Mary, then to
Raphael, and then to his son, Harry.

Both brothers served in Virginia's 12th Cavalry, which was assembled in the summer of 1862, drawing men
from across ten counties within Shenandoah Valley, Virginia. Over the course of three years, the unit
engaged Union troops over a hundred times, including participating in the Second Battle of Bull Run.
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Scope and Content

This collection consists of three letters written by both Raphael C. and Erasmus Bauserman to their mother,
sisters, and brothers while they served as Confederate Privates for Virginia's 12th Cavalry, Company K in the
American Civil War.

The first letter is dated September 9, 1861. Written by Raphael, he mentions his family traveling to
Winchester, Virginia.

The second letter is written by Raphael from a camp near Richmond, Virginia; it is dated June 6, 1864. It
details the health of his unit, fighting conditions, and company rations.

The third letter is written by both brothers from a camp near Culpeper, Virginia; it is dated August 12, 1865.
In this letter, the brothers talk about horses.

Related Archival Materials

See in the Rare Book Collection: Frye, Dennis E. 12th Virginia Cavalry. Lynchburg, Va.: H.E. Howard, 1988.
Print. Call number E581.6 12th .F79 1988.
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Rights Statement for Archival Description

The guide to the Bauserman Family Letters by Special Collections and University Archives, Virginia Tech, is
licensed under a CCO (https://creativecommons.org/share-your-work/public-domain/cc0/).

Arrangement

The collection is arranged chronologically.
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