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Descriptive Summary

Unit ID

Ms.2008.061

Unit Date

1854

Language

The materials in the collection are in English.

Abstract

The John Barbour, Jr., Letters are comprised of two missives from a Virginia senator and president of the
Orange and Alexander Railroad Company to William M. Burwell, Esquire. Letters concern raising support in
Albemarle County for the extension of the railroad between Charlottesville and Lynchburg.

Creator
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Repository

Special Collections and University Archives, Virginia Tech
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Administrative Information

Conditions Governing Access
The collection is open for research.

Conditions Governing Reproduction and Use
The copyright status of this collection is unknown. Copyright restrictions may apply. Contact Special
Collections and University Archives for assistance in determining the use of these materials.

Reproduction or digitization of materials for personal or research use can be requested using our
reproduction/digitization form: http://bit.ly/scuareproduction. Reproduction or digitization of materials for
publication or exhibit use can be requested using our publication/exhibition form:
http://bit.ly/scuapublication. Please contact Special Collections and University Archives (specref@vt.edu or
540-231-6308) if you need assistance with forms or to submit a completed form.

Source of Acquisition

The John Barbour, Jr., Letters were purchased by Special Collections.

Processing Information

The processing and description of the John Barbour, Jr., Letters occurred in August 2008.
Preferred Citation

Researchers wishing to cite this collection should include the following information: [identification of item],
[box], [folder], John Barbour, Jr., Letters, Ms2008-061, Special Collections and University Archives, Virginia
Tech, Blacksburg, Va.

Biographical Note

John Strode Barbour, Jr., was born in Catalpa, Virginia, ( near Culpeper) on December 29, 1820 to John Strode
Barbour, a member of the United States House of Representatives. After obtaining a law degree from the
University of Virginia and passing the bar in 1841, John Strode Barbour, Jr., set up practice in Culpeper,
Virginia. Barbour served as president of the Orange and Alexandria Railroad Company from 1852 to 1881. In
addition to his duties as railroad president, Barbour served in the state House of Delegates from 1847 to
1851. From 1881 to 1887 and 1889 until his death in 1892, Barbour served as a Democratic senator from
Virginia.

Scope and Content

The John Barbour, Jr., Letters are comprised of two one-page missives from a Virginia senator and president
of the Orange and Alexander Railroad Company to William M. Burwell, Esquire. The letters were written to
Alexandria, Virginia, in 1854, and concern raising support in Albemarle County for the extension of the
railroad between Charlottesville and Lynchburg. Also mentioned are “internal improvements” in addition to
several appreciative and laudatory remarks to Mr. Burwell.

Keywords

Railroad

Rights Statement for Archival Description

The guide to the John Barbour, Jr., Letters by Special Collections and University Archives, Virginia Tech, is
licensed under a CCO (https://creativecommons.org/share-your-work/public-domain/cc0/).
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