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Abstract

Letter from American novelist Tom Wolfe, dated December 29, 1988, to Frances Hutcheson Russell of
Blacksburg, Virginia, regarding mutual acquaintance Mike Kipps and their ties to the Hutcheson family.
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Administrative Information

Conditions Governing Access
The collection is open to research.

Conditions Governing Reproduction and Use

The copyright status of this collection is unknown. Copyright restrictions may apply. Contact Special
Collections and University Archives for assistance in determining the use of these materials. Reproduction or
digitization of materials for personal or research use can be requested using our reproduction/digitization
form: http://bit.ly/scuareproduction. Reproduction or digitization of materials for publication or exhibit use
can be requested using our publication/exhibition form: http://bit.ly/scuapublication. Please contact Special
Collections and University Archives (specref@vt.edu or 540-231-6308) if you need assistance with forms or to
submit a completed form.

Immediate Source of Acquisition
The Tom Wolfe Letter was donated to Special Collections and University Archives in 1995.

Processing Information
The processing and description of the Tom Wolfe Letter commenced and was completed in October, 2023.

Preferred Citation
Researchers wishing to cite this collection should include the following information: [identification of item],

[box], [folder], Tom Wolfe Letter, Ms1995-003, Special Collections and University Archives, Virginia Tech,
Blacksburg, Va.

Biographical / Historical

Tom Wolfe (Thomas Kennerly Wolfe Jr.), son of Thomas K. Sr. and Helen Perkins Hughes Wolfe, was born in
Richmond, Virginia, on March 2, 1930. He attended Washington and Lee University and later obtained a
Ph.D. in American studies at Yale University. A pioneer of the "New Journalism" literary movement of the
1960-1970s, he worked as a reporter for several newspapers and as a contributing writer to several national
magazines. His first book, The Kandy-Kolored Tangerine-Flake Streamline Baby, was published in 1964. He is
best known for his books The Electric Kool-aid Acid Test(1968) and The Right Stuff (1979). Tom Wolfe died in
Manhattan, New York, on May 14, 2018, and was buried in Hollywood Cemetery, Richmond, Virginia.

Scope and Contents

This collection consists of a single letter written by American novelist Tom Wolfe. Dated December 29, 1988,
the letter is addressed to "Mrs. Russell" (Frances Hutcheson Russell of Blacksburg, Virginia). Wolfe mentions
having spoken to their mutual acquaintance Mike Kipps (co-author with Wolfe's father of The Production of
Field Crops) and their mutual good fortune to have links to "the illustrious Hutcheson family." The letter is
accompanied by a stamped envelope addressed to Russell.

Rights Statement for Archival Description

The guide to the Tom Wolfe Letter by Special Collections and University Archives, Virginia Tech, is licensed
under a CCO (https://creativecommons.org/share-your-work/public-domain/cc0/).
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