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Descriptive Summary
Unit ID
Ms.1994.008
Unit Date
ca. 1920s-1960s
Language
English .
Abstract
The collection contains the work of C. Ernest Cooke, a playwright, artist, and professor of English and Art
History at Virginia Intermont Institute in Bristol, Virginia, from 1930 to the 1960s. The papers consist of
manuscript and typescript plays by Cooke, and two copies of his publication, A Tabulated Biographical
History of English Literature Correlated With the History of World Culture.
Creator
Cooke, C. Ernest (Charles Ernest), 1898-1975
Extent
0.8 Cubic Feet 2 boxes
Repository
Special Collections and University Archives, Virginia Tech
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Administrative Information
Conditions Governing Access
The collection is open for research.
Conditions Governing Reproduction and Use
The copyright status of this collection is unknown. Copyright restrictions may apply. Contact Special
Collections and University Archives for assistance in determining the use of these materials.
Reproduction or digitization of materials for personal or research use can be requested using our
reproduction/digitization form: http://bit.ly/scuareproduction. Reproduction or digitization of materials for
publication or exhibit use can be requested using our publication/exhibition form:
http://bit.ly/scuapublication. Please contact Special Collections and University Archives (specref@vt.edu or
540-231-6308) if you need assistance with forms or to submit a completed form.
Source of Acquisition
This collection was donated to Special Collections in April 1994.
Processing Information
The processing, arrangement, and description of the C. Ernest Cooke Papers was completed in April 2015.
Preferred Citation
Researchers wishing to cite this collection should include the following information: [identification of item],
[box], [folder], C. Ernest Cooke Papers, Ms1994-008, Special Collections and University Archives, Virginia
Tech, Blacksburg, Va.

Biographical Note
Charles Ernest Cooke (1898-1975) was a professor of English and Art History at Virginia Intermont College
from 1930 to the 1960s. He also taught courses at other universities and colleges during his career,
including some courses at Virignia Tech. Cooke was originally from Owensboro, Kentucky, and received his
degrees from the University of Richmond and Harvard University. Cooke was a playwright and artist as well
as an educator.
External sources:
U.S. Censuses for 1930-1950
"Charles E. Cooke", Findagrave.com, https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/246806149/charles-e.-cooke,
accessed September 28, 2023.
"C Ernest Cooke" obituary, The Bristol Herald Courier, 14 Jan 1975, in the U.S., Newspapers.com™ Obituary
Index, 1800s-current, Ancestry.com, https://www.ancestrylibrary.com/discoveryui-
content/view/1792872607:61843, accessed September 28, 2023.

Scope and Contents
The collection contains the work of C. Ernest Cooke, a playwright, artist, and professor of English and Art
History at Virginia Intermont Institute in Bristol, Virginia, from 1930 to the 1960s. The papers consist of
manuscript and typescript plays by Cooke, and two copies of his publication, A Tabulated Biographical
History of English Literature Correlated With the History of World Culture.

Keywords
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University History

Rights Statement for Archival Description
The guide to the C. Ernest Cooke Papers by Special Collections and University Archives, Virginia Tech, is
licensed under a CC0 (https://creativecommons.org/share-your-work/public-domain/cc0/).

Arrangement



The collection is arranged in alphabetical order of the compositions' titles.

Description of Subordinate Components
"Dearest Dopes: A Comedy in Three Acts"
box-folder 1 (box)
Container 1 (folder)

"Heavy Beats the Young Heart" A Three Act Drama About the Bronte Sisters
box-folder 1 (box)
Container 2 (folder)

Copy of "Heavy Beats the Young Heart," pages 1-43, 75
box-folder 1 (box)
Container 3 (folder)

"Let Fall No Burning Leaf"
box-folder 1 (box)
Container 4 (folder)

"Mona Lisa: A Drama in Three Acts"
box-folder 1 (box)
Container 5 (folder)

"One Man"
box-folder 1 (box)
Container 6 (folder)

"Poetess on Probation: A Comedy in Three Acts"
box-folder 1 (box)
Container 7 (folder)

"The Ripe Plum: A Drama in Three Acts"
box-folder 1 (box)
Container 8 (folder)

Untitled Play about Saint Francis of Assisi
box-folder 2 (box)
Container 1 (folder)

Untitled Play about Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Manuscript Copy
box-folder 2 (box)
Container 2 (folder)

Untitled Play About El Greco, Manuscript Copy
box-folder 2 (box)
Container 3 (folder)



A Tabulated Biographical History of English Literature Correlated with the History of World
Culture, Compiled by C. Ernest Cooke
box-folder 2 (box)
Container 4-5 (folder)

An Introduction to the Study of the Legend of Gog and Magog by C. Ernest Cooke
box-folder 2 (box)
Container 6 (folder)
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