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History

Processed by: Greg Crawford

Title Statement

A Guide to the Robertson Hospital Reunion Register, 1896
Subtitle: Robertson Hospital Reunion Register, 1896
Collection: Mathews County (Va.) Reel 56

Author: Greg Crawford

Publication Statement

Date: © 2010 By The Library of Virginia. All Rights Reserved.
Publisher: Library of Virginia
Conditions of Use

Profile Description

Creation: Machine-readable finding aid derived from MARC record, created by Greg Crawford, 18 February
2010

Language Usage: Description is in English

Revision Description

2013-11-21 Converted to schema conforming EAD by dtd2schema.vh.xsl.

Descriptive Summary

Microfilm reel number

Mathews County (Va.) Reel 56
Language

English

Collector

Mathews County (Va.) Circuit Court
Physical Characteristics

1 microfilm reel

Location

Library of Virginia


http://www.lib.virginia.edu/speccol/vhp/conditions.html

Repository
The Library of Virginia

Administrative Information

Access Restrictions
There are no restrictions.

Use Restrictions
There are no restrictions.

Preferred Citation

Robertson Hospital Reunion Register, 1896. Mathews County (Va.) Reel 56, Local government records
collection, Mathews County (Va.) Court Records. The Library of Virginia, Richmond, Va. 23219.

Adjunct Descriptive Data
Related Material

Additional Mathews County Court Records can be found on microfilm at the Library of Virginia. Consult "A
Guide to Virginia County and City Records on Microfilm."

See the Lost Records Localities Digital Collection available at Virginia Memory.
For more information and a listing of lost records localities see Lost Records research note.

Historical Information

Mathews County was named for Thomas Mathews, of Norfolk, the Speaker of the Virginia House of Delegates
in 1790 when the county was formed from Gloucester County.

Sally Tompkins was born in Poplar Grove, Mathews County, Va., 9 Nov. 1833. Tompkins moved to Richmond
following the death of her father and used her inheritance to open a private hospital in the home of Judge
John Robertson at 3rd Street and Main Street in Richmond soon after the first battle of Manassas on 21 July
1861. The popular story is that when orders were given to the effect that all military hospitals must be run
only by military personnel, Jefferson Davis appointed Tompkins a captain of cavalry to ensure that she
continued to run the hospital. She received her commission in 9 September 1861, before the Confederate
government began an innovative hospital reorganization program and closed most private hospitals in
Richmond to relieve overcrowding in the city. Tompkins was the only commissioned woman in the
Confederate Army. Sally Tompkins died on 25 July 1916 in Richmond, Virginia. She was buried with full
military honors.

Robertson Hospital treated 1,333 Confederate soldiers from its opening until the last patients were
discharged 13 June 1865. Only 73 deaths were recorded at Robertson Hospital during its existence.

During the Grand Confederate Reunion held in Richmond from 30 June to 2 July 1896, Sally Tompkins rented
a house and provided food and drink for former patients of Robertson Hospital and their families.

Most records were burned in Richmond on 3 April 1865, where they had been moved for safekeeping during
the Civil War.

Scope and Content

Robertson Hospital Reunion Register, 1896, records names of individuals who attended a reunion of patients
of Robertson Hospital sponsored by Sally L. Tompkins and held in Richmond, Virginia, during the Grand
Confederate Reunion of 1896. Information recorded includes name and residence of attendee written in their
handwriting. A few individuals included the name of the military company they served in.

Index Terms

Persons:

Tompkins, Sally L., 1833-1916.


https://www.lva.virginia.gov/public/local/results_all.asp?CountyID=VA169
http://www.virginiamemory.com/collections/lost
http://www.lva.virginia.gov/public/guides/rn30_lostrecords.pdf

Corporate Names:

Mathews County (Va.) Circuit Court.
Robertson Hospital -- Richmond (Va.)

Subjects:

Hospitals -- Confederate States of America -- Virginia -- Richmond.
Patients -- Virginia -- Richmond.

Reunions -- Virginia -- Richmond.

Soldiers.

Veterans.

Geographical Names:

Mathews County (Va.) -- History.
Rchmond (Va.) -- History.

Genre and Form Terms:

Local government records -- Virginia -- Mathews County.
Registers (lists) -- Virginia -- Richmond.
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