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Title Statement
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Publication Statement
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Profile Description
Creation: Machine-readable finding aid derived from MARC record, created by Greg Crawford, 18 June
2012
Language Usage: Description is in English

Revision Description
2013-11-21 Converted to schema conforming EAD by dtd2schema.vh.xsl.

Descriptive Summary
Language
English
Collector
Hanover County (Va.) Circuit Court
Physical Characteristics
11.9 cubic feet (27 boxes)
Location
Library of Virginia
Repository
The Library of Virginia

Administrative Information

http://www.lib.virginia.edu/speccol/vhp/conditions.html


Access Restrictions
There are no restrictions.
Use Restrictions
There are no restrictions.
Acquisition Information
These records came to the Library of Virginia in a transfer of records from Hanover County in an undated
accession.
Processing Information
The Superior Court of Law judgment, circa 1825, McGeorge vs Spiller was previously describe in two
separate records "Hanover County (Va.) Judgment, McGeorge vs Spiller exhibit, 1825 circa" and "King
William County (Va.) Will of William McGeorge, 1822 Nov. 25." The judgment was combined with the
previously undescribed Hanover County (Va.) Court Papers, 1784-1871, in order to connect this document to
the remaining unprocessed judgments for the locality.
Currently the remaining judgments for Hanover County housed at the Library of Virginia are unprocessed and
remain with the large "Court Papers" series. There are currently no plans as of 2024 to process this group of
records.
Encoded by M. Mason, January 2024
Preferred Citation
Hanover County (Va.) Court Papers, 1784-1871. Local government records collection, Hanover County Court
Records. The Library of Virginia, Richmond, Virginia 23219.

Adjunct Descriptive Data
Related Material
Additional Hanover County records are found in locality at the Hanover County Circuit Court.
Records related to free and enslaved people of Hanover County, King William County (Va.), and other
localities are available through the Virginia Untold: The African American Narrative Digital Collection on the
Library of Virginia website.
Hanover County is one of Virginia's Lost Record Localities. Additional Hanover County Court Records may be
found at the Lost Records Localities Digital Collection available at Virginia Memory.
Additional Hanover County Court Records can be found on microfilm at The Library of Virginia. Consult "A
Guide to Virginia County and City Records on Microfilm."

Historical Information
Types of Courts:
Superior Court of Law
The Superior Court of Law was created in 1808. It met twice a year in each county, presided over by a
circuit-riding General Court judge. Records were filed with the County Court. It had civil and criminal
jurisdiction. The court ceased to exist in 1831.
County Court
The County Court was the original colonial court of adjudication and recordation, and it was the principal
tribunal for the administration of local justice. The individual justices could act on small claims matters as
well as criminal matters where imminent bodily harm was a possibility, there being an appeal to the full
County Court, which met monthly. This court ceased to exist in 1904 and the recordation function was
transferred to the circuit court.
Locality Note: Hanover County was named for King George I, who at the time of his accession to the English
throne was elector of Hanover in Germany. The county was formed from New Kent County by an act passed
in 1720 to take effect 1 May 1721. The county seat is Hanover.
Lost Locality Note: Most county court records of Hanover County, particularly deeds, wills, and marriage
records, were destroyed by fire in Richmond on 3 April 1865, where they had been moved for safekeeping
during the Civil War. The circuit court records were not moved to Richmond and were relatively unscathed.
Consequently, there is a strong run of common law papers and chancery papers after 1831 that were
generated by the circuit superior court of law and chancery and its successor, the circuit court.

http://www.virginiamemory.com/collections/aan
http://www.virginiamemory.com/collections/lost
https://www.lva.virginia.gov/public/local/results_all.asp?CountyID=VA119


Scope and Content
Hanover County (Va.) Court Papers, 1784-1871, consists largely of unprocessed records created by the
Hanover Superior Courts and County Court; and one processed Superior Court of Law judgment, circa 1825,
McGeorge vs Spiller.
Superior Court of Law judgment, circa 1825, McGeorge vs Spiller consist of a transcript of a decree, division
of enslaved individuals, and the will of William McGeorge. These documents were filed with a chancery cause
heard in King William County Court styled Elizabeth McGeorge, etc., vs Executor of William McGeorge. The
division of enslaved individuals includes their names, value, and to whom they were given. The transcript of
these records was filed as an exhibit in a common law case McGeorge vs Spiller heard in the Superior Court
of Law for Hanover County.
The remaining court papers, 1784-1871, consists of Common Law Papers (including judgments and criminal
records), and Court Papers (including fiduciary records and court suit papers). These records appear to be
filed in Superior Court of Law and the County Court for the locality.

Arrangement
These Records are arranged into

Series I: Court Papers, circa 1825, Processed court papers
Series II: Court Papers, 1784-1871, un processed court papers

Contents List

Series I: PROCESSED: Court Papers circa 1825
Extent

1 item (1 box )
Physical Location  Library of Virginia
Arrangement
Chronological

Barcode number 1121584: Judgment - McGeorge vs Spiller (exhibit), circa
1825

Series II: UNPROCESSED: Court Papers 1784-1871
Extent

11.7 cubic feet (26 box )
Physical Location  Library of Virginia
Arrangement
Chronological

Barcode number 1048864: Court Papers 1784-1871

Barcode number 1048844: Court Papers 1833

Barcode number 1048843: Court Papers 1834

Barcode number 1048850: Court Papers 1834-1835

Barcode number 1048847: Court Papers 1836-1837

Barcode number 1048848: Court Papers 1837-1838

Barcode number 1048849: Court Papers 1838



Barcode number 1048852: Court Papers 1839

Barcode number 1048851: Court Papers 1840

Barcode number 1048854: Court Papers 1841

Barcode number 1048856: Court Papers 1842

Barcode number 1048857: Court Papers 1842

Barcode number 1048855: Court Papers 1842-1843

Barcode number 1048858: Court Papers 1842-1843

Barcode number 1048867: Court Papers 1843

Barcode number 1048866: Court Papers 1843-1844

Barcode number 1048870: Court Papers 1844-1845

Barcode number 1048865: Court Papers 1845

Barcode number 1048869: Court Papers 1846-1848

Barcode number 1048868: Court Papers 1849-1850

Barcode number 1048860: Court Papers 1850-1852

Barcode number 1048859: Court Papers 1853

Barcode number 1048861: Court Papers 1854-1856

Barcode number 1048862: Court Papers 1857-1858

Barcode number 1048863: Court Papers 1859-1866

Library of Virginia


	A Guide to the Hanover County (Va.) Court Papers, 1784-1871
	History
	Title Statement
	Publication Statement
	Profile Description
	Revision Description
	Descriptive Summary
	Administrative Information
	Adjunct Descriptive Data
	Related Material
	Historical Information
	Scope and Content
	Arrangement
	Contents List
	Series I: PROCESSED: Court Papers circa 1825
	Barcode number 1121584: Judgment - McGeorge vs Spiller (exhibit), circa 1825

	Series II: UNPROCESSED: Court Papers 1784-1871
	Barcode number 1048864: Court Papers 1784-1871
	Barcode number 1048844: Court Papers 1833
	Barcode number 1048843: Court Papers 1834
	Barcode number 1048850: Court Papers 1834-1835
	Barcode number 1048847: Court Papers 1836-1837
	Barcode number 1048848: Court Papers 1837-1838
	Barcode number 1048849: Court Papers 1838
	Barcode number 1048852: Court Papers 1839
	Barcode number 1048851: Court Papers 1840
	Barcode number 1048854: Court Papers 1841
	Barcode number 1048856: Court Papers 1842
	Barcode number 1048857: Court Papers 1842
	Barcode number 1048855: Court Papers 1842-1843
	Barcode number 1048858: Court Papers 1842-1843
	Barcode number 1048867: Court Papers 1843
	Barcode number 1048866: Court Papers 1843-1844
	Barcode number 1048870: Court Papers 1844-1845
	Barcode number 1048865: Court Papers 1845
	Barcode number 1048869: Court Papers 1846-1848
	Barcode number 1048868: Court Papers 1849-1850
	Barcode number 1048860: Court Papers 1850-1852
	Barcode number 1048859: Court Papers 1853
	Barcode number 1048861: Court Papers 1854-1856
	Barcode number 1048862: Court Papers 1857-1858
	Barcode number 1048863: Court Papers 1859-1866




