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Barcode numbers
1116110, 1177832
Language
English
Collector
Caroline County (Va.) Circuit Court
Physical Characteristics
2 boxes
Location
Library of Virginia

http://www.lib.virginia.edu/speccol/vhp/conditions.html


Repository
The Library of Virginia

Administrative Information
Access Restrictions
There are no restrictions.
Use Restrictions
There are no restrictions.
Acquisition Information
These items came to the Library of Virginia in a transfer of court papers from Caroline County under the
accession number 26675.
The deeds, plats, and articles of agreement in this collection were separated from Caroline County chancery
causes and judgments at the courthouse at some point prior to transfer to the Library of Virginia. Following
the transfer, many of the deeds, plats, and articles of agreement in this collection have been interfiled with
the suit they were separated from. The deeds and plats were microfilmed prior to interfiling and are available
on Caroline County (Va.) microfilm reels 6, 7, and 62.
Preferred Citation
Caroline County (Va.) Land Records, 1728-1840. Local government records collection, Caroline County Court
Records. The Library of Virginia, Richmond, Virginia.

Adjunct Descriptive Data
Related Material
Deed Books and Indices to Deeds for Caroline County can be found on microfilm at the Library of Virginia.
Consult A Guide to Virginia County and City Records on Microfilm found on the Library of Virginia web site.
Additional Caroline County Land Records can be found on microfilm at The Library of Virginia web site.
Consult A Guide to Virginia County and City Records on Microfilm found on the Library of Virginia web site.
See the Lost Records Localities Digital Collection available at Virginia Memory.
For more information and a listing of lost records localities see Lost Records research note.
Digital images of the Caroline County chancery causes are available on the Library of Virginia's Chancery
Records Index.

Historical Information
Caroline County was named for Caroline of Anspach, consort of George II. It was formed from Essex, King and
Queen, and King William Counties in 1728, and additional parts of King and Queen were added in 1742 and
1762.
Most loose records and deed books prior to 1836 and will books prior to 1853 were stolen, mutilated, or
destroyed by Union troops who ransacked the courthouse in May 1864. A near-complete run of order books
exists.
On presentation to the court, deeds were proved and recorded. If the deed was not witnessed, the grantor
acknowledged the deed in open court. A few of the deeds include plats. Except for a few years early in the
eighteenth century, slaves in Virginia were considered personal property and consequently were not usually
sold by deed. However, they were often transferred in deeds of gift or were the property listed in mortgages
and deeds of trust.
Processioners' returns record area processioned with geographical landmarks, roads, property lines noted,
the names of the persons present, the date(s) when the processioning occurred, the names of the
processioners, and the date that the return was recorded by the county court.

Scope and Content
Caroline County (Va.) Land Records, 1728-1840, include deeds, plats, articles of agreement, processioners'
returns, and miscellaneous land related records. The deeds, plats, and articles of agreement were exhibits in
Caroline County chancery causes and judgments.

https://www.lva.virginia.gov/public/local/results_all.asp?CountyID=VA051
http://www.lva.lib.va.us/whatwehave/local/local_rec/index.htm
http://www.virginiamemory.com/collections/lost
http://www.lva.virginia.gov/public/guides/rn30_lostrecords.pdf
http://www.lva.lib.va.us/whatwehave/local/chancery/index.htm


The collection includes a deed between the executors and heirs of George Washington, grantors, and Robert
Lewis, grantee that involved a tract of land in Stafford County. The deed records how the Washington family
obtained the land by providing a history of ownership of the property which began in 1709 when it was
obtained from the Northern Neck Company by James Harvey.
A donation to the Library of Virginia's Adopt Virginia's History program for conservation of five original deeds
was made possible by the Caroline County Department of Economic Development and Tourism. They include
the following: 1802 July 20 Executors of G. Washington to Robert Lewis; 1803 July 12 Farish Coleman to John
Hoomes; 1803 Septemeber 13 Larkin Miller to John Scott and Lewis Timberlake; 1804 April 9 Robert Lewis to
Joseph Dejarnett; 1804 May 8 John Miller to Robert Baylor. Images of the five deeds are available at the Lost
Records Localities Digital Collection.

Index Terms
Corporate Names:
Caroline County (Va.)--Circuit Court.

Subjects:
African Americans--History
Land subdivision--Virginia-- Caroline County
Land use surveys--Virginia--Caroline County
Slaveholders--Virginia--Caroline County
Slavery--Virginia--Caroline County
Slaves--Virginia--Caroline County

Geographical Names:
Caroline County (Va.)--History

Genre and Form Terms:
Deeds--Virginia--Caroline County.
Land Records--Virginia--Caroline County.
Local government records--Virginia--Caroline County.
Plats--Virginia--Caroline County.
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