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History

Processed by: Library of Virginia staff

Title Statement

A Guide to the Fairfax County (Va.) Sheriff Records, 1747-1818
Subtitle: Fairfax County (Va.) Sheriff Records, 1747-1818
Collection: 1049171, 1049176

Author: Chad Underwood

Publication Statement

Date: © 2013 By The Library of Virginia. All Rights Reserved.
Publisher: Library of Virginia
Conditions of Use

Profile Description

Creation: Machine-readable finding aid derived from being created directly into EAD, created by Chad
Underwood, 2 May 2013

Language Usage: Description is in English

Revision Description

2013-11-21 Converted to schema conforming EAD by dtd2schema.vh.xsl.

Descriptive Summary

Barcode numbers

1049171, 1049176

Language

English

Collector

Fairfax County (Va.) Sheriff Records
Physical Characteristics

2 boxes and or volumes

Location

Library of Virginia


http://www.lib.virginia.edu/speccol/vhp/conditions.html

Repository
The Library of Virginia

Administrative Information

Access Restrictions
There are no restrictions.

Use Restrictions
There are no restrictions.

Acquisition Information

These items came to the Library of Virginia in a shipment of court papers from Fairfax County. Portions of the
collection were transferred under the accession numbers 29736 and 30196.

Preferred Citation

Fairfax County (Va.) Sheriff Records, 1747-1818, Local government records collection, Fairfax County Court
Records. The Library of Virginia, Richmond, Va. 23219.

Adjunct Descriptive Data
Related Material

Additional Fairfax County Records can be found on microfilm at the Library of Virginia. Consult "A Guide to
Virginia County and City Records on Microfilm."

Fairfax County is one of Virginia's Lost Records Localities. Additional Fairfax County Court Records may be
found in the Virginia Lost Records Localities Collection at the Library of Virginia. Search the Lost Records
Localities Database found at the Library of Virginia web site.

Historical Information

Fairfax County was named for Thomas Fairfax, sixth baron Fairfax of Cameron, proprietor of the Northern
Neck. It was formed from Prince William County in 1742. Its area is 410 square miles, and the county seat is
Fairfax.

Sheriffs appeared in Virginia when the original shires were formed in 1634. They originally had three
functions: 1) law enforcement, 2) conduct of elections, and 3) financial officer. The sheriff's duties have been
curtailed over the years, but he is still the major law enforcing agent in a county.

Created in 1742. Original wills and deeds as well as many other loose papers were destroyed during the Civil
War. Deed books for twenty-six of the fifty-six years between 1763 and 1819 are missing. Numerous pre-Civil
War minute books are missing as well.

Scope and Content

Fairfax County (Va.) Sheriff Records, 1747-1818, consists of a Fee Book and miscellaneous Sheriff records
including Royal Orders.

Index Terms
Corporate Names:
Fairfax County (Va.) Circuit Court.

Subjects:

Public records--Virginia--Fairfax County.

Genre and Form Terms:

Local government records--Virginia--Fairfax County.


https://www.lva.virginia.gov/public/local/results_all.asp?CountyID=VA081
http://www.lva.virginia.gov/whatwehave/local/lost/
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