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Historical Information
On 22 January 1801, in the wake of Gabriel's Insurrection, the General Assembly passed an act to establish a
guard in the City of Richmond. The act decreed that the governor and Council enlist a company of sixty-eight
men, including three commissioned officers, to act as a guard for the protection of public property in
Richmond. In addition, the act ordered all arms & military stores to be removed from the Point of Fork
Arsenal in Fluvanna County to Richmond. The Public Guard was quartered at barracks on the southwest
corner of Capitol Square until the construction of the Bell Tower in 1824. Part of the guard was also quartered
at the Penitentiary and Manufactory of Arms.
Alexander Quarrier was appointed the first commandant of the Public Guard by Governor James Monroe on
10 February 1801. Peter Crutchfield, who served as lieutenant of the Public Guard, replaced Quarrier as
commandant between 1811 and 1817. Blair Bolling also played an important role as commandant serving in
that capacity from 1818 until his death in 1839. During Bolling's tenure, the duties of the Adjutant General as
Superintendent of Public Edifices were transferred to the Commandant of the Public Guard by an act of the
General Assembly on 6 March 1821. In addition, the positions of Superintendent of the Armory and
Commandant of the Public Guard merged as a result of the closure of the Virginia Manufactory of Arms in
Richmond on 1 January 1822. On 23 February 1822, the General Assembly passed an act providing for the
repairs of the Armory and the preservation of the public arms. The Commandant of the Public Guard received
the additional duties of packing and arranging the arms in the Armory subject to the inspection of the
Adjutant General. He was also charged with the preservation of the Armory and its appendages, and of the
arms of every description in the armory, and to make returns of the arms as required by the executive.
Bolling was replaced by John B. Richardson who was in turn replaced by Charles Dimmock upon his death in
1843. The Public Guard remained in the Armory until the building was destroyed by the Richmond
evacuation fire of 1865. The Public Guard was abolished in 1869.

Scope and Content Information
The records of the Commandant of the Public Guard consist mostly of correspondence to the governor and
lieutenant governor, receipts and bonds for arms, vouchers for supplies, returns of arms and equipment, and
a few muster rolls. The correspondence to the governor primarily relate to repairs of the Armory and the
condition of arms therein. The commandant also writes to enclose annual returns of arms and accoutrements
and ordnance. In addition, the correspondence involves arms for the militia, discharges, punishment of
soldiers, courts-martial, strength of the guard, requests for funds, soldier's pay, uniforms, supplies, powder
to celebrate Independence Day, recommendations, and furloughs.
Noteworthy correspondence includes: applications for appointment as lieutenant of the Public Guard (1801);
Governor James Monroe appointing Alexander Quarrier to command the guard (1801 Feb. 10); Governor John
Page requesting George Williamson, Master Armorer, to examine all the old arms in the Arsenal at the Capitol
(1803 June 3); Governor William Cabell regarding the proposition to have the house in front of the barracks
fitted up for the accommodation of the officers of the Public Guard (1806 April 19); Col. John Mayo appointing
Alexander Quarrier quartermaster & commissary to the troops under his command ordered to march to



Hampton (1807 July 9); Alexander Quarrier enclosing a drawing of a shade to be built to prevent the timber
to mount artillery from being damaged by the weather (1808 April 29); Abraham Douglas, Superintendent of
the Penitentiary, enclosing an estimate of the cost of clothing for each soldier in the Public Guard for one
year (1812 Jan. 22); W. P. Jones, surgeon & physician to the Public Guard & Penitentiary, requesting a room
to be fitted up as a general hospital (1816 Feb. 5); Peter Crutchfield regarding repairs to the barracks and
punishments to non-commissioned officers (1817 Nov. 5); C. W. Gooch, Adjutant General, enclosing a letter
from Ensign E. Brown regarding charges against him for speculating on the soldiers of the Public Guard
(1819 Nov. 25); John Staples enclosing a statement of the operations of the Armory (1819 Dec. 21); Blair
Bolling regarding a controversy related to the punishment and regulations of the Public Guard (1820 March
8); Bolling regarding the advice of Council to send a detachment of the Public Guard to guard the Armory
(1821 Dec. 17); Bolling regarding the repairs to the Armory including an architectural drawing of the
Armory's Cupola by A. Bargamin (1822 March 24); improvements in the uniform of the Public Guard (1823
July 24); the disorderly conduct of Capt. Samuel Cary's Company of Militia while safe keeping the convicts
after the fire at the Penitentiary (1823 Sept. 8); the charges by Lt. William C. Mosby, 33rd Regiment, against
Bolling (1823 Sept. 29); Bolling regarding charges against Lt. Mosby (1823 Oct. 2); Bolling regarding corporal
punishment & the discipline of the guard (1824 Jan. 13); Bolling enclosing an estimate of repairs to the
Armory (1824 April 7); Bolling regarding repairs to the east wing of the Armory & culvert (1824 May 28);
Bolling regarding alterations to the General Court Room (1825 March 15); Bolling enclosing an account of
clothing issued to the Public Guard (1825 April 30); Bolling regarding proposals to repair the fire engine at
the Armory (1825 May 14); propositions for painting & repairing the Armory (1827 April 11); Bolling enclosing
a letter & drawings from D. J. Burr regarding a proposal to cast hydrants for the spring on the west side of
the Capitol (1828 March 16); Bolling regarding the mill house below the Boring Mill at the Armory (includes
plan) (1828 April 3); the law transferring the duty of the Superintendent of Public Buildings from the Office of
the Adjutant General to the Commandant of the Public Guard (1836 July 23); Lt. E. Brown announcing the
death of Capt. Blair Bolling (1839 Aug. 12); John B. Richardson accepting his commission as Captain of the
Public Guard (1839 Oct. 31); Richardson regarding the repair of arms at the Lexington Arsenal (1841 April
20); William H. Richardson regarding the illness of John B. Richardson (1843 Nov. 28); Brevet Lieutenant P.
Henley regarding the death of John B. Richardson (1843 Dec. 28); Charles Dimmock accepting command of
the Public Guard (1844 Feb. 13); Dimmock regarding uniform caps (includes drawing of cap) (1844 May 31);
and William H. Richardson, Adjutant General, enclosing a letter from Dimmock regarding clothing for the
Public Guard (includes samples of cloth) (1845 Feb. 3).
Other noteworthy documents include: a muster roll (1811 & 1814); the regulations of the Public Guard
(1820); an account of sales for the public barracks (1824 July 16); a plan showing the foundry, boring mill,
and culverts leading to the James River (1828 April 3); advice of Council regarding the State Flag (1834); a
report by the Superintendent of the Penitentiary on escapes (1848); and a descriptive list from 1848 which
includes the names of all the members of the Public Guard, the soldiers' place of birth, and physical
description.

Arrangement
Arranged chronologically.
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