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Biographical Information

Abner Linwood Holton was born 21 September 1923 in Roanoke, Virginia, to Abner Linwood Holton and Edith
Van Gorder Holton. He attended local schools, then received his B.A. from Washington and Lee University in
1944. Holton served in the United States Navy from 1943 to 1946. He then attended Harvard Law School,
receiving his LL.B. in 1949. Admitted to the Virginia bar that same year, Holton commenced practicing in
Roanoke. He became active in the Virginia Republican Party. He was the unsuccessful candidate for governor
in 1965, then won election in 1969. Holton served as governor of Virginia from 1970 to 1974. After his term
ended, he served as assistant secretary of state for congressional relations in 1974. Holton resigned that
position and practiced law in Washington D.C. He married Virginia Harrison Rogers 10 January 1953, and had
four children with her.

Scope and Content

Papers, 1968-1974, of A. Linwood Holton (1923- ), governor of Virginia from 1969 to 1974, consisting of
acknowledgements, appointment books, articles, audiotapes, biographies, certificates, clippings, editorials,
histories, interviews, invitations, letters, logs, motion pictures, notes, photographs, poems, programs,
reports, reviews, schedules, speeches, summaries, videotapes, and other materials documenting Holton's
election and governorship. Papers document Holton's election campaign; his inauguration; and his term as
governor, including his meetings, conferences, and addresses to various business, civic, and political groups.
Also included are commencement addresses to colleges and universities in Virginia. Papers also document
state and national Republican Party activities, including President Richard Nixon's (1913-1994) 1972
reelection bid. There are audio- and videotapes of Holton's campaign, addresses, inaugurals, and interviews.
Collection largely consists of personal files gleaned from the Governor's official papers at the time of their
transfer to the Archives. Papers also cover Virginia First Lady Virginia "Jinx" Harrison Rogers Holton's
activities, including meetings with various organizations and civic groups.
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Box 26
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Box 26
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Box 27
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Box 27
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Box 28
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Box 28
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Box 28
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Box 28
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Box 28
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Box 28
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Box 28
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Box 28
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Box 28
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Box 28
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Box 28
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Box 28
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Box 28
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Box 28
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Box 28
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Box 29
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Box 29
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Box 29
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Box 29
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Box 29
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Box 29
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Box 29
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Box 30
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Box 30
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Box 30
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Box 30
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Box 30
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Box 30
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Box 30
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Box 31



Miscellany
Box 32
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Box 32
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Box 32

Holton photos, with politicians
Box 32

Holton photos, action
Box 32

Holton photos, with students
Box 32

Holton photos, pollution
Box 32
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Box 32
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Box 32
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Box 33
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Box 33
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Box 33
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Box 34
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Box 34
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Box 35
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Box 35
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Box 35
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Box 35
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Box 35
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Box 36
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Box 40
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Box 40
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Box 40
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Box 40
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Box 40
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Judiciary Conference, Williamsburg, 11 March 1971
Box 41
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Box 41
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Box 42
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Box 42

Lincoln Day Dinner, 23 February 1973, 2 tapes
Box 42
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Box 42
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Box 42
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Box 43
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Box 43
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Box 43
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Box 43
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Box 43
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Box 43
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Box 44

Today Show, 11 November 1971
Box 44

Photographs, etc., 1969-1973.



Boxes 45-52 (box)
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Boxes 45-46 (box)

Official photographs of Governor Holton
Boxes 47-48 (box)
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Box 49

Governor's appointment book, 1971
Box 49

Governor's appointment book, 1972
Box 49

Governor's appointment book, 1973
Box 49

Governor's appointment book, 1974
Box 49
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Box 49

Biographical sketch of Governor
Box 49

Miscellaneous work files, Staige D. Blackford, Jr. (Index)
Box 49

Reprint, Republican Answer to Aimless Drifting, 8 March 1969
Box 49

Miscellaneous press clippings about Governor, 1969-1970
Box 49
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Box 49
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Box 50
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Box 50
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Box 50
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Box 50
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Box 50



Program and menu, Republican Governors' Conference, 20 April 1971
Box 50

Negatives of Jefferson's Plans for the State Capitol
Box 50

Miscellaneous photographs and negatives
Box 50

Photographs, 1970-1971
Box 50

Photographs, 1970-1973
Box 50

Color photographs, no date
Box 51

Personal pictures, 1970-1971
Box 51

Photographs, Governor and notables
Box 51

Photographs, July-December 1972
Box 51

Photographs, January 1973
Box 51

Photographs, February-june 1973
Box 52

Silly pictures file
Box 52

Photographs, 1970-1971
Box 52

Mrs. Linwood Holton Personal Papers.
Boxes 53-71 (box)
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Ab-Ar
Box 53

Alliance Francaise, Richmond Chapter
Box 53

Apple Butter Week
Box 53



Art Project
Box 53

Ba-Bu
Box 53

Ca-Cu
Box 53

Child Development Services, West Virginia
Box 53

Colorado River Reunion
Box 53

Da-Du
Box 53

Distinguished Virginians for 1973
Box 53

Ea-Ex
Box 54

Fa-Fu
Box 54

Future Homemakers of America
Box 54

Ga-Gu
Box 54

Garden Week, 1971
Box 54

General Assembly, 1973
Box 54

Gifts (sent to others)
Box 54

Governor's Conference, Wives Committee, 1972-1973
Box 54

Governor's Staff
Box 54

Ha-Hy
Box 55

HEW Regional Advisory Committee, Region lll
Box 55



Virginia R. Holton (Personal)
Box 55

Holton pictures
Box 55

Honorary Chairman of Various Groups
Box 55

Im-lv
Box 55

Invitations
Box 55

Ja-ju
Box 55

Ka-Kr
Box 55

Kindergarten Committee
Box 55

La-Ly
Box 56

Legislative Affairs
Box 56

Mc
Box 56

Ma-My
Box 56

Mental Health Month
Box 56

Menus
Box 56

Multiple Sclerosis
Box 56

Muscular Dystrophy Association
Box 56

Na-Nu
Box 56

Oc-Ow
Box 56



Old Dominion Symphony Council
Box 56

Pa-Pu
Box 57

Parties
Box 57

Patch Blossom Project
Box 57

Pitzer Transfer and Storage
Box 57

Ra-Ru
Box 57

Reading Conference
Box 57

Recipes (Menus), Mrs. Holmes
Box 57

Republican Women's Clubs
Box 57

Requests for recipes
Box 57

Richmond Symphony
Box 57

Sa-Sy
Box 58

Schedules
Box 58

Sheltering Arms Hospital, Balder Bois
Box 58

Slides
Box 58

Requests for Speakers for Nutrition Forums, etc.
Box 58

Specific Learning Disabilities Association of Richmond
Box 58

Speeches
Box 58



Ta-Tw
Box 59

Teenage Nutrition Project
Box 59

Thank you letters (Gifts)
Box 59

Theatre Arts Committee
Box 59

Tobacco Festivals
Box 59

Total Action Against Poverty in Roanoke Valley
Box 59

Trade Mission
Box 59

U
Box 59

Uterine Cancer Task Force
Box 59

Va-Vi
Box 60

Virginia Association for Children with Learning Disabilities
Box 60

Virginia Museum
Box 60

Virginia Thanksgiving Festival
Box 60

Voluntary Action Center
Box 60

Wa-Wy
Box 61

Wellesley College
Box 61

Wine List
Box 61

Wolf Trap Farm
Box 61



Woody's Letter from Man in Texas; Woody's Tour
Box 61

The World Who's Who of Women
Box 61

Ye-Zu
Box 61

Change of address cards
Box 61

Pending file
Box 61

Monthly calendars
Box 61

Accepted Appointments

January, 1971-1973
Box 62

February, 1971-1973
Box 62

March, 1971-1973
Box 62

April, 1971-1973
Box 62

May, 1970-1973
Box 62

June, 1970-1973
Box 62

July, 1972-1973
Box 63

August, 1971-1973
Box 63

September, 1970-1973
Box 63

October, 1970-1973
Box 63

November, 1970-1973
Box 63



December, 1971-1973
Box 63

Invitations

Accepted, January 1970
Box 64

Declined, January 1970
Box 64

Accepted, February 1970
Box 64

Declined, February 1970
Box 64

Accepted, March 1970
Box 64

Declined, March 1970
Box 64

Accepted, April 1970
Box 64

Declined, April 1970
Box 64

Accepted, May 1970
Box 64

Declined, May 1970
Box 64

Accepted, June 1970
Box 64

Declined, June 1970
Box 64

Declined, July 1970
Box 64

Declined, August 1970
Box 64

Declined, September 1970
Box 64

Declined, October 1970
Box 64



Declined, November 1970
Box 64

Declined, December 1970
Box 64

Indefinite, 1970
Box 64

Invitations extended, 1970
Box 64

Miscellaneous Correspondence

Churches, 1970
Box 64

French trip, 1970
Box 64

Mansion tours, 1970
Box 64

Muscular Dystrophy Association, 1970
Box 64

Mansion hostess job, 1970
Box 64

Thank you letter (Gifts), 1970
Box 64

January-june 1970
Box 64

July-December 1970
Box 65

Speech on Family Food Dollar, 1 December 1970
Box 65

Governor's Conference on the Family Food Dollar, 1970
Box 66

Hi-Jinx. Campaign schedule, etc., 1969
Box 66

1776 After-theatre party, 5 November 1970
Box 66

Christmas card file, 1969
Box 66



Easter Seal Society, 1972
Box 66

Tangier trip, 1971
Box 66

Republican Governor's Conference, 1971 (Wives). Folder 1.
Box 66

Republican Governor's Conference, 1971 (Wives). Folder 2.
Box 67

Governor's Conference, clippings
Box 67

Governor's Conference, Williamsburg bills
Box 67

Group requests for mansion tours, January-june 1972
Box 67

Scheduled mansion tours, 12 January 1971-27 May 1972
Box 67

Address book hostesses
Box 67

Correspondence with civic organizations
Box 68

Roy Farmer, correspondence, 1970-1971
Box 68

Mrs. Callie Hardwicke, UPF, correspondence, 1971
Box 68

Response concerning Food Dollar Conference, 1971
Box 68

Governor's Conference on the Family Food Dollar, 1971
Box 68

Family Food Dollar correspondence, 1971
Box 69

Train the Trainer
Box 69

District meetings
Box 69

Preliminary planning of conference
Box 69



Master list of invitations to conference
Box 69

Summary and recommendations
Box 69

Planning of Family Food Dollar Conference
Box 69

Scrapbook, Family Food Dollar Conference
Box 69

Distinguished Virginians Dinner 1972

Architects
Box 70

Artists
Box 70

Athletes
Box 70

Education
Box 70

Historians
Box 70

Military
Box 70

Scientists
Box 70

Miscellaneous
Box 70

Virginius Dabney (Miscellaneous)
Box 70

Guest lists and suggestions
Box 70

Invitations and correspondence
Box 70

Final guest list
Box 70

Wrap-up
Box 71



Photographs
Box 71

Photographs of Governor Holton
Box 71

Films.
Oversize Boxes 3-4 (box)

The Holton Years, 29 minutes, color, 1974
Oversize Box 3 (box)

Scope and Content
Film looks at Holton's term in office, the programs he initiated or improved and the results he obtained.

[Highclights of the Inauguration Weekend], 7 minutes, color, magnetic
soun

Oversize Box 3 (box)

[Highlights of the Inauguration Weekend], 7 minutes, color, DVD -
transferred from original 16mm film

Oversize Box 3 (box)

[Interview with Mrs. Holton], 25 minutes, color, magnetic sound
Oversize Box 3 (box)

The Holton Years : Winds of Change (2 reels)
Oversize Box 4 (box)
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